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Student and Parent Rights

Preamble

Dear Indiana Parent,

Thank you for all you do to raise and protect your children. “We the Parents” are primarily responsible for what and how our children learn. It is
not the government’s job to raise our children, even if it wants to do so. Therefore, it is of utmost importance that we understand our legal rights to
effectively oversee and participate in the part of our children’s education that occurs outside the home, including in government schools. Towards
that effort, the Office of the Attorney General (OAG) published the Parents’ Bill of Rights to provide parents with a roadmap to understanding their
rights and how the law interacts with their children’s education.

The Parents’ Bill of Rights consists of four volumes. Volume | outlines parents’ rights in school governance, curricula and standards, and civil rights
complaints. Volume Il details parents’ rights in making medical decisions for their children. Volume Il explains parents’ rights to educate their
children in one of Indiana’s many public or private school choice options. Volume IV, the most recent edition, empowers parents to understand their
children’s right to live out their faith at school freely. Many think our elementary and secondary schools are “religion-free” zones, but religious
freedom does not end at the school doors. Both state and federal laws protect religious freedom in public schools, with the U.S. Constitution
providing, in part, that “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech.” Volume IV also includes updates to vols. I, Il, and lll to reflect changes made to the law during the 2023 legislative session,
including a few bills Id like to bring to your attention:

e The Indiana General Assembly passed SEA 480, prohibiting the use of surgical and hormonal procedures to transition children to the opposite
sex. The ACLU challenged this law, which resulted in a ruling that the prohibition on hormone therapy would not be in effect while the case is
deliberated. However, the prohibition on the use of surgical procedures to transition a minor is still in effect. My office will continue to robustly
defend all aspects of SEA 480 in court to protect a child’s right to reach adulthood before consenting to experimental procedures linked to
permanent mental and physical harm.

e The passage of HEA 1447 was an excellent first step toward removing inappropriate books from our children’s school libraries. The law requires
schools to post a catalog of all library books on their websites. If a parent finds a book objectionable, the law allows parents to request its removal
through the local school board.

The Parents’ Bill of Rights is available on our website and can be downloaded in its entirety or by volume. If the OAG can provide further
information on these rights, please call (317) 232-6201 or visit www.in.gov/attorneygeneral/. Additionally, please follow @AGToddRokita on Twitter
to receive Parents’ Bill of Rights alerts on education matters and developments important to your child’s education.

Very truly yours,

O i

Todd Rokita
Parent
Attorney General of Indiana

The information contained in this Parents’ Bill of Rights is for educational purposes and should not be construed as legal advice.


https://www.in.gov/attorneygeneral/

Parent Education Bill of Rights

You have the right and expectation to question and address your child’s school officials via letters, electronic communications, and in-person meetings.
You also have the right to attend publicly designated meetings with proper notice of the meetings provided.

You have the right and expectation to provide public comments at designated school board meetings.

You have the right and expectation to question and review the curriculum taught in your child’s school.

You have the right and expectation that the academic curriculum taught in your child’s school aligns with Indiana and federal law.

You have the right and expectation to participate in the selection and adoption of academic standards for the State of Indiana.

You have the right to run as a candidate for your local school board.

You have the right and expectation to make medical care decisions on behalf of your child, including vaccinations and immunizations.

You have the right and expectation to receive your child’s student health records.

You have the right to receive special education services on behalf of your child with a disability, regardless of enroliment in the public school system.

You have a constitutional right to direct the upbringing and education of your child in the manner you see fit.

You have the right to request a transfer for your public school-child to attend another public school that is either within or outside the boundaries of
your public school district.

You have the right to apply for school choice offerings through the Indiana Choice Scholarship Program, Indiana Educational Savings Account
Program, or a Scholarship Granting Organization to reduce the cost of private education.
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Parent Education Bill of Rights

You have the right to receive notice from your child’s school if he or she is bullied.

You have the right to determine which educational pathway your child pursues for high school graduation.

You have the right to know what books are available to students in the school library and to request the removal of books that are obscene or
include material harmful to minors.

You have the right to be notified if your child requests to be addressed by a name or use the pronouns of the opposite sex.

You have the right to defend your child’s First Amendment rights to religious expression and free speech in a school environment.
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Q: What are the roles of local school boards, superintendents, and principals?

A: A school corporation includes the school board, its members, school administrators, and any other aspects of the
school district. The superintendent is the executive for the school corporation. The principal is the administrator of
individual schools. All these educational stakeholders share the goal of ensuring that curricula aligns with state law and
meets state standards. Local school boards are widely regarded as the principal body capable of representing citizens in
local educational decisions, including adopting curricula presented to them by the superintendent. School boards have

a duty in deciding what educational content is included in curricula and what is left out. It is of extreme importance for
parents to voice their concerns when curricula deviates from approved academic standards.

Q: How are Indiana academic standards and curriculum established?

A: The Indiana General Assembly (“IGA”) establishes the academic subjects and courses schools must teach under
Indiana Code § 20-30-5-5. The Indiana Department of Education (“IDOE”) is responsible for developing standards for
these courses and subjects under Indiana Code § 20-19-2-14(1)'. The State Board of Education (“SBOE”) formally
adopts the standards developed by IDOE under Indiana Code § 20-19-2-14.5. School boards are charged with selecting

a curriculum aligned to the standards adopted by SBOE for each subject or course. It is important to note that IDOE does
not have the authority to unilaterally create courses, develop standards, or set policies not authorized by the IGA under
the law. The IGA intended for IDOE to carry out the duties outlined in statute and any “policies and procedures established
by the state board” set forth in statute. Ind. Code § 20-18-3-1. Additionally, local school boards may approve subjects and
courses for schools within their district under Indiana Code § 20-30-5-21, but such subjects and courses may not conflict
with or supplant those mandated by the IGA. If a school board exercises this power and approves an additional subject

or course, the IGA may pass a law to prohibit the school corporation from doing so. In sum, schools and teachers are
prohibited from teaching any subjects or courses that are not authorized by law or approved by their local school board.

1See also Ind. Code § 20-19-2-14.5.
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Q: Can Indiana academic standards and curriculum be changed?*

A: Yes. Indiana academic standards are diverse and developed over time through IDOE standards revision committees.
Pursuant to Indiana Code § 20-31-3-4, IDOE shall appoint an academic standards committee composed of subject area
teachers, higher education representatives with subject matter expertise, and parents (emphasis added) during the period
when a subject area is undergoing revision. The law also specifies that parents appointed to an academic standards
committee must be racially and geographically diverse. Ind. Code § 20-31-3-4 (2023). Pursuant to Indiana Code § 20-31-
3-3, parents can provide comments and suggestions when academic standards are proposed for adoption, typically every
six years.

Indiana Code 20-31-3-1(c) (2023) requires SBOE to identify the traits and skills necessary for post-secondary success
and to adopt standards that help students develop these traits and skills.

SBOE identified the following skills and traits to which the current standards were recently aligned: Communication,
Collaboration, Initiative and Self-advocacy, Problem Solving, Perseverance (Grit) and Adaptability, Integrity, Growth
Mindset, and Information, Digital, and Financial Literacy 2. The law also directs IDOE to identify 33% of Indiana’s
academic standards (effective July 1, 2022) as “essential” for students to develop those skills and traits and to reduce
by at least 25% the overall number of the existing academic standards. On June 7, 2023, SBOE adopted the revised
academic standards for English, mathematics, science/computer science, and social studies in kindergarten through
grade 12. See “Additional Parent Resources” for a link to the standards. Schools must implement the new standards by
the 2023-2024 school year, and IDOE must realign the ILEARN state assessments to reflect the new standards no later
than March 1, 2025. Ind. Code § 20-31-3-1.

IDOE also must consider standards “necessary to understand and utilize emerging technologies” and eliminate any
academic standards that “may be obsolete” due to “emerging technologies.” Ind. Code § 20-31-3-3(b) (2023).
Beginning with the 2023-2024 school year, SBOE must adopt reading standards aligned to the “Science of Reading”
and may not adopt reading standards based on the “Three-cueing Model.” Ind. Code § 20-31-3-2.5 (2023). For more
information about these models, see “Are schools required to teach a specific curriculum in reading?”

2 Ben Carter and Matt Fleck, House Bill 1251: Key Skills and Traits, Inspire Success, 8-9, (October, 2022).
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Under Indiana law, parents do not have a right to individual notice of these adoption meetings and committees. Still,
parents are urged to consult IDOE’s website and subscribe to the Indiana Secretary of Education’s wee