


The demonstration followed protests across the country that are calling on U.S.

Immigration and Customs Enforcement officers to leave cities in the wake of the fatal

shootings of two Minneapolis residents. 

The walkouts Monday drew participation from student bodies with markedly different

backgrounds, including Noblesville High School in Hamilton County and North Central

High School in Marion County. Nearly 61% of students at North Central are Black and

Hispanic, compared to just 18% of students at Noblesville.

In northern Indianapolis, hundreds of students from North Central walked into 86th

Street and caused traffic to be blocked and managed by police. Students held signs,

hollered and gave speeches as passersby honked car horns in support. 

 an 18-year-old North Central student, who helped organize the protest, said the

school's diversity is why she is speaking out.

"The fact that we were able to do this today and show our immigrant students — it's

really significant," she said.

WFYI is identifying minor students by their first names only because of the sensitive

nature of the immigration debate.

In Noblesville, students carried signs with messages including “ICE kills” and “No one’s

illegal on stolen land.”

, a 17-year-old Noblesville student, said he missed a test for the protest because he

thinks it’s important. He wants to see a major cut in ICE funding and reform in profiling

the people they arrest and detain. 

“I’ve seen all the videos of the violence committed against people — both immigrants

and citizens alike — and it’s disgusting to see people claiming to be law enforcement

attack … just everyday people doing nothing, just going about their lives,” he said. 

The students, including 16-year-old gathered outside Noblesville High School

Monday morning, then marched around the middle school before heading to the city

square, where they circled the old courthouse and chanted. A large presence of police

officers monitored traffic and safety.
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