




The Washington Critic, January 15, 1887
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William Dorsey Swann was born into slavery in 1858 in Hancock, Maryland. After the Civil War, his 
parents bought a farm where he was raised before he moved to Washington, DC for greater work 
opportunities. 

During the 1880s and 1890s, Swann organized a series of secret balls in Washington, D.C. He called his 
gatherings s antiquated term for a masquerade ball. He 
called himself the queen of drag . Most of the attendees of Swann s gatherings were formerly enslaved gay 
men. As a result, Swann and his attendees were arrested in police raids numerous times. These articles detail 
two of the arrests, one the first documented case of arrest for female impersonation in the United States.

In 1896, Swann was and received a 10-month 
sentence. At trial, the judge told Swann
face and would then like to rid . Swann demanded 
a pardon from President Grover Cleveland, an act that made him the first-known activist to take legal action 
to defend the queer community. Cleveland denied the pardon.



   
Authorities continued to raid 
bars and establishments that 
catered to gay men and women 
throughout the first half of the 
20th Century. 

This New York Times article 
from 1959 details a campaign by 
the State Liquor Authority to 
close taverns and either suspend 
them or revoke their licenses. 

The New York Times, October 31, 1959
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Frank Kameny was a World War II veteran with a Ph.D. from Harvard who worked as 

from his position because of his homosexuality. This was was part o
a moral panic about homosexual people serving in the US government. 

Following his firing, Kameny took on an activist role. He became president of the 
Mattachine Society of Washington, a gay rights organization. In the photo above, 
Kameny leads a protest march outside Independence Hall in Philadelphia 1965.



Source D
Prior to 1962, sodomy was a felony in every state, punished by a lengthy term of imprisonment 
and/or hard labor. This article from New York in 1965, details how the State Assembly voted to 

homosexual conduct ite a commission 
recommending these be seen as matters of morality. 
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Source E
It was illegal for gay people to drink in 

bars until 1966. When the 
law was overturned, police used other 
methods to harass gay people out in 
public. An arcane 1845 New York law 
made it
painted, discolored, covered, or 

[while] in a road or 
was intended to stop farmers from 
dressing like American Indians to fight off 
tax collectors.

By 1969, police were using this to justify 
-

order to avoid being arrested for cross-
dressing.

The Stonewall Inn was one of the few 
places in New York City where gay 
people could usually drink and dress as 
they pleased. This was because the 
Stonewall was owned by the mafia. The 
Genovese crime family paid off the police 
weekly and operated as a BYOB 
establishment.  It is debated about whether 
the bribe was not paid before the raid.



Source F
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Stormé DeLarverie was 
born in New Orleans to 
a Black mother and a 
white father in 1920. 
She was an MC, singer, 
bouncer, and 
bodyguard who 
performed and hosted 
at the Apollo Theater 
and Radio City Music 
Hall. 

She was a 

Jewel Box Revue, the  
only racially integrated 
drag troupe: worked in 
Chicago as a 
bodyguard to mobsters, 
and one wonders if she 
picked up (or offered) 
some style tips.

In the early-morning hours of June 28, 1969 New York police raided the Stonewall Inn. 
These police raids on gay bars were frequent, occurring on average once a month for each 
bar. Police would check IDs and take customers dressed as women to the bathroom to verify 
their gender. Any people dressed in non-gender conforming clothing would be arrested.

A scuffle broke out when Stormé DeLarverie was handcuffed and escorted from the bar. She 
briefly broke free of the police but was grabbed by four policemen. She was then struck on 
the head with a baton after she complained that her handcuffs were too tight. 

Bystanders recalled that DeLarverie sparked the crowd to fight when she looked at 
bystanders and shouted, Why don't you guys do something? After an officer picked her up 
and heaved her into the back of the wagon, the crowd became a mob and became violent.



Source G
e all had a collective feeling like we d had enough of this... It wasn't anything tangible anybody said to 

anyone else, it was just kind of like everything over the years had come to a head on that one particular 
night in the one particular place and it was not an organized demonstration... Everyone in the crowd felt that 
we were never going to go back. It was like the last straw. It was time to reclaim something that had always 
been taken from us.... 

All kinds of people, all different reasons, but mostly it was total outrage, 
anger, sorrow, everything combined, and everything just kind of ran its 
course. It was the police who were doing most of the destruction. We 
were really trying to get back in and break free. And we felt that we had 
freedom at last, or freedom to at least show that we demanded freedom. 
We weren't going to be walking meekly in the night and letting them 
shove us around it's like standing your ground for the first time and in a 
really strong way and that's what caught the police by surprise. There 
was something in the air, freedom a long time overdue and we're going to 
fight for it. It took different forms, but the bottom line was, we weren't 
going to go away. And we didn t.

- Michael Fader, Stonewall Inn patron



Source H

which is what Marsha would say 
in response to questions about 
gender) was one of the first to 
resist police intimidation at the 
Stonewall Inn. 

Johnson was not present at 
Stonewall when police first 
arrived. However, after learning 
of the raid Johnson immediately 
went to the bar and became a 
leader in the uprising. 
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The year after the Stonewall Uprising, 
Johnson and fellow activist Sylvia 
Rivera founded an organization to 
support gay and trans individuals who 
had been left homeless. 

Johnson was a fixture at marches, sit-
ins, and protests for gay rights 
throughout the 1970s. Johnson can be
seen at different protests from the 
1970s in these two photos.  



Source I
After the Stonewall Uprising, the bar was boarded up but remained open for a few more weeks 
before it finally closed. The Mattachine Society (a gay-rights organization) painted the message 
seen above on the outside of the bar. 

Each year after Stonewall, t
. The annual march through New York City eventually developed into the 

modern-day Pride March.

    



Source J
In 1973, the American 
Psychiatric Association
changed its official stance on 
homosexuality. After years of 

organization changed its 
stance to classify it as a 

This December 1973 article in 
the New York Times featured 
a debate between two 
psychiatrists talking about 
their feelings on the issue. 
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