MINUTES

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO COMMISSION

FEBRUARY 17, 2026

CALL TO ORDER/NOTING OF QUORUM

Chairwoman Allen called the meeting to order and noted the quorum and the attendance. Vice Chairman Payne, Commissioner Jones, Prosecutor Wignall, Deputy Director Serak, General Counsel Beaucaire and Senior Attorney Daphne Whitmire were in attendance.  

DISPOSITION OF MINUTES

Vice Chairman Payne moved to approve the minutes from the February 3, 2026 meeting.  Commissioner Jones seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

PROSECUTOR’S RECOMMENDATIONS

PARTIES’ AGREED DISPOSITIONS – Vice Chairman Payne moved to approve the Parties’ Agreed Dispositions, submitted by Prosecutor Wignall.  Forty dispositions were submitted with fines totaling $28,500.00.  Commissioner Jones seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved.

HEARING JUDGE’S RECOMMENDATIONS

No Hearing Judge’s Recommendations.

CONSIDERATION OF APPLICATIONS

Commissioner Jones moved to approve and incorporate by reference these lists of permits for renewal, which have been recommended by local boards and reviewed by said staff with the authority of the Commission, and hereby move for approval of the same, pending any escrow hearings, and the inclusion of these lists as part of the minutes.  Vice Chairman Payne seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved.
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Chairwoman Allen asked the Commission to remove permit #RR49-40377 from the list of new/transfer permits by consent.  Consent was granted.  Chairwoman Allen also moved to remand this transfer per request of the local board, for reinvestigation.  Commissioner Jones seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved.

Commissioner Jones moved to approve and incorporate by reference these lists of permit applications for a new permit or application for changes in location, ownership, or both of existing permits, which have been recommended by local boards and reviewed by at least two Commissioners and hereby move for approval of same, pending final floor plan approval by the Indiana State Excise Police and escrow, if needed, and inclusion of these lists as part of the minutes.  Vice Chairman Payne seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved.

Commissioner Jones moved to approve the catering applications.  Vice Chairman Payne seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved.

Commissioner Jones moved to approve the direct wine shipper applications.  Vice Chairman Payne seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved.

WAIVERS OF FEES – LETTERS OF EXTENSION

Vice Chairman Payne moved to approve the fee-waived letters of extension that were issued the preceding weeks.  Commissioner Jones seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved.
 
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION

RR02-41719 PEANUTS LLC – Chairwoman Allen noted this is on for an extension request and a renewal with the local board voting 3-0 to deny, continued from January 6, 2026.  There is also a request to be allowed to file a transfer.

Chairwoman Allen moved to uphold the local board’s recommendation to deny the renewal, allow the filing of an arm’s length transfer within 6 months and to place the permit in escrow.  Vice Chairman Payne seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved.

GR82-31247 TIKI ON MAIN LLC – Chairwoman Allen noted this is on for a denial of a gaming endorsement due to an owner possibly being disqualified.  Any felony may be subject to denial regarding a gaming endorsement and the Commission has discretion.  Chairwoman Allen does not feel that the felony conviction is something that causes concern about the operation of the gaming endorsement.  The Commission received five letters of support for the owner, one being from a police agency.

Chairwoman Allen moved to approve the gaming endorsement.  Vice Chairman Payne seconded.  

Commissioner Jones stated the letters of support and the fact that the convictions were prior to ownership of this permit are reasons he will vote to approve.

The motion was unanimously approved.

RR49-42810 RESTAURANTE GUATEMALTECO LLC – Chairwoman Allen noted this is a new application with the local board voting 3-0 to deny.

Chairwoman Allen stated the local board raised concerns about possible false ownership.  Two people are on the lease, but one is on the permit application.  The person on the lease, but not on the application, has criminal convictions that would disqualify him from holding a permit.

Chairwoman Allen moved to uphold the local board’s recommendation to deny the application.  Commissioner Jones seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved.

DL62-33717 SHREE UMIYA NAV SHKTI LLC – Chairwoman Allen noted this matter was on the February 3rd agenda for a Motion to Reconsider and Reinstate.  The commission approved the request and gave the permittee two weeks to file renewals.  The renewals were filed, so no action is needed by the Commission.

RR29-30044 PANCAKE HOUSE INC. – Chairwoman Allen noted this is a renewal application with the local board voting 3-0 to deny, continued from the February 3rd meeting.

Chairwoman Allen asked the Commission consent to move this matter to the March 3rd meeting.  Consent was granted.

RR49-27664 EL CHISPAS NO 2 LLC - Chairwoman Allen noted this is on for an extension request.  However, the transfer of this permit was granted today, so the extension is not needed.

RR57-01755 MALTT, INC. - Chairwoman Allen noted this is on for an extension request.

Chairwoman Allen moved to grant a 90-day extension.  Commissioner Jones seconded.   The motion was unanimously approved.

WH49-30104 & WH49-30105 D & E SPIRITS LLC - Chairwoman Allen stated this matter is still under consideration by the Commission.

Chairwoman Allen moved to approve a 90-day extension.  Commissioner Jones seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved.

RR15-41595 BACK ALLEY MERCANTILE, LLC - Chairwoman Allen noted this is on for an extension request.

Chairwoman Allen moved to approve a 90-day extension.  Commissioner Jones seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved.

RR49-31163 & CT4932454 COMPASS GROUP USA INC. - Chairwoman Allen noted this is on for an extension request.

Chairwoman Allen moved to approve a 90-day extension and stated food sales figures are still needed.  Commissioner Jones seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved.

DL53-30718 BBQTRAIN INVESTMENT LLC - Chairwoman Allen noted this is on for an extension request.

Chairwoman Allen moved to approve a 90-day extension.  Commissioner Jones seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved.

RR27-39454 & CT2732667 FIREWATER MILL, LLC - Chairwoman Allen noted this is on for an extension request.

Chairwoman Allen moved to approve a 90-day extension.  Vice Chairman Payne seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved.


***Chairwoman Allen asked the Commission to add the following permit to the agenda.  Consent was granted.

RC60-14333 VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS 1405 - Chairwoman Allen noted this is on for an extension request.

Chairwoman Allen moved to approve a 90-day extension.  Commissioner Jones seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved.

INACTIVE FILES

Chairwoman Allen stated renewals were filed so #RR29-42140 and RR06-39169 were removed from the dead list.

Vice Chairman Payne moved to make 23 permits dead that were previously posted on the February 3, 2026 meeting agenda.  Commissioner Jones seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

Chairwoman Allen stated there are 15 permits posted to be made dead at the March 3, 2026 meeting, who have failed to submit renewals.  

OLD BUSINESS

No Old Business

NEW BUSINESS

No New Business

POLICY DETERMINATIONS

No Policy Determinations

ANNOUNCEMENTS

2026 AMENDED COMMISSION MEETING DATES – Chairwoman Allen stated the amended meeting dates for 2026 are:

Wednesday, May 6 (Primary Election Day on the 5th)
Wednesday, May 27 (Memorial Day on the 25th) - Escrow Hearing
Wednesday, November 4 (General Election Day on the 3)


ADJOURNMENT

Commissioner Jones moved to adjourn the meeting. Vice Chairman Payne seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved.

Approved the 3rd day of March 2026 by a vote of 4-0
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