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Adams twp,
sec, 22, Patlding read.Site of o0ld German church,
42 graves in small enclosurgbut two of which are marked,in
Inglish, and twoe in German,

Henry Ritter
d, Jan. 5, 1872
aged "5 y. 6 m, 11 4,

; Sarah wife of Henry Ritter
June 30, 1866
aged 66 y. 6 d.

Trier Famlly Cemetery.
sec, 20, Adams Twp,

(Quite a number of other graves,unmarked ).
Hier ruhetin Gott
Christéna Trier
geboren
den 10 Fov, 1792
geftorben den 27 Lai 1871,

Hier ruhet in Gott
Johann Héinrieh Trier
geb., den 8 ial 1795
geft den 2 Jann, 1860,

Wilhelm Triar
geboren den 31 Julu 1843
geftorben den 22 Ap, 1844,

Catharina Trier

geboren den 15 Mal 1842
geftorben den 24 Ap, 1842,

| Wayne twp. sec, 24,
Intersectiaon of Paulding and Decatur roade.

Yoy graves uniarked, some on the site of present poad.

Hiram Thilley Mary wife of Sanford .‘hilley
Oct., 31, 1802

Ar. 18, 1857, aged 41 years.

Amande, FRilley

Jaly 8, 1808 No duates.

Aug. 12, 1858,
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German
Evangelical
Lutheran
Cemetery

Listed below is the 1932

transcription of the tombstones in
EEL RIVER e German Evangelical Lutheran Cemetery, Adams Township, Allen

ounty, Indiana. This cemetery no longer exists.

"herefore there will be no photos of this cemetery.

L JEFFERSON

['he cemetery was located on the northwest corner of Hartzell and
aulding Roads.

L LAYFETTE

diana DNR Location Listing:

I LAKE ection 23, Twp 30N, Range 13E
L MADISON
ERMAN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CEMETERY,
/ MARION DAMS TWP, ALLEN COUNTY, INDIANA
L MAUMEE itter Henry d. Jan. 5, 1872 aged 75y. 6m. 11d
L MILAN itter Sarah June 30, 1866 aged 66y. 6d. wife of Henry Ritter
MONROE otes from 1932 reading—Site of old German church. Forty-two
raves in small
L PERRY nclosure but two of which are marked in English, and two in

|

http://www rootsweb_ ancestry.com/~inallcem/adams/german. html 3/18/2010



At about the time the above church was organized, German
Lutherans who lived in the township requested the services of the
Reverend Friedrich Wyneken, then pastor of the Lutheran Church
in Fort Wayne, to provide for their needs. Wyneken arrived in the
township in 1841 and administered communion to thirty-seven
people. He retumed the following year and performed the mar-
riage of Matthias Breitenstein and Margareta Doctor. In 1845,
the township’s scattered Lutheran residents joined together and
formally organized St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church. They
called Wyneken’s assistant, the Reverend F. W. Husmann, as their
first pastor. Full time ministers were in short supply, and Husmann
divided his time among two other churches — St. John’s at Bingen
and St. Peter’s in Root Township, Adams County. The congrega-
tion erected a log building in 1846 and the following year voted
against joining the Missouri Synod. A second vote in 1853 reversed
that decision, however, and in 1860 the congregation built a wood
frame church, the same year that a town called “Soest” (named for
a local settler Friedrich Soest) was platted in Section 2. Except for
the church, however, the town was never extensively settled.

St. John’s Lutheran Church was organized in 1853, when
Emnst and Christina Vordermark deeded to the congregation a tract
of land on Wayne Trace a half mile west of Soest.® Unlike St.
Paul’s, which affiliated with the conservative Missouri Synod, St.
John’s membership became part of the more liberal Ohio Synod.
In 1870, the congregation elected the Reverend J. Bundenthal as
its pastor, and the following year he led a merger with St. Paul’s

Church to form a new congregation, Emmanuel Lutheran Church
at Soest, with Bundenthal becoming its pastor. Represented in the
merger were William Soest, Ludwig Schlandraff, and John Felger
as trustees of St. Paul’s, and Magnus Rohrbach, Philip Kohlinger,
and John Brick of St. John's. The new congregation affiliated with
the Missouri Synod, and like the Catholics at Hessen Cassel, this
congregation opened a large parochial school, which served many

with its new affiliation and withdrew the following year, reforming
the old congregation. On August 10, 1872, the Emmanuel congre-
gation sold back to St. John’s a portion of its original land. The
congregation struggled for a number of years and finally ceased
worship in 1908. Some of its members moved to Fort Wayne and
joined Grace Lutheran Church on Gay Street, depositing the par-
ish records there. The land that had been the site of St. John's
remained in the congregation’s name until 1944, when one who
claimed to be its last surviving trustee, John J. Ochler, declared
his ownership of the property and deeded it to his son.® Still an-
other English-language Lutheran church established in the town-
ship was the Antioch Lutheran Church, which erected a building
on what is now the Hoagland Road between Brunson and Minnich
roads. not far from the Madison Township line.
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SEARCHING FOR GRAVES

VV"’Usil)g(

Photos b Kevin Leininger of The News:Senti

o ’Robel'ytch»Cullough', right, director of the IPFW Archaéological Shﬁey, uses a device that injects electricity

into the ground in an effort fo determine w ether any graves exist beneath Ia
. roads in southeast Allen County. Local businessman Don Sti

but members of his family say State Rep. Phyllis Pond an

1d at Paulding and Hartzell .
ail ,$,10,00(_I<for the 5-acre s .

 have slowed and could threaten plans to restore and improve the cem
5 Colin Graham; an IPEW geophysical specialist. o o

of grave con-
cern;

It concerns
State Rep.
Phyllis Pond

Pacerapn [HS S SN R

perhaps even thwarted a dy-

1mprove a long-abandoned

~ Old cemetery isa source of new conflict
B THIS IS A tale

Ing man’s desire to restore and  State Rep. P hyllis Pond, R-New
: Haven, displays one of the fow
headstones salvaged from the old
St. Peter’s Lutheran Cemetery at
Paulding and Hartzell roads. The

temetery in southeast Allen
County.. .
The story began i March




| - R-New Haven, who lives

f LEIN]NGER

Conimued from Page 5A

. law restﬂcts constructmn

feet of a cem: Pry Because
_ nobody’s quite sure where
| the graves are —or if they

| even still exist— Tim Stin-

ingun

- lishes the cemetery’s

. boundanes ’ ~

_ Members of ]PFW’S Ar-

- chaeologmal Survey took

| the first step in that dlrec—
_ tion Thursday, usinga

. indication that human
. remainsrest there. Pond,

. nearby and has takena
special interest in the site,

1 ‘mlssmners have agreed to
. pay IPFW’s $1,670 fee. It

_ed, the cemetery would be

- to the Adams TOWDShlp ~
. Trustee’s office for ongomg ,
. maintenance. ‘
~ “Theyjustd
. timetable” said Tim Stin-
son Sr,, who noted that his.

, now-gravely il fath

hoped to build a sma
home and barn on
- the property in addition to

~ or other changes within. 100 ,

son Jr. said he can do noth-
intil the DNR estab-
, ‘f other material

 water-collecting low spot,
~ but the pile will

| variety of devices to scan‘ -
. the subsurface for any

| said the Allen County Com-

cemetery’s bounds
 graves are found, she add-
. ‘tanks musthavelo
least twoacresorso.
. “Why didn’t they just buy
 the property if they were so

fenced off and turned over

In't like Qur~”

hod

lre

D

tirement

cleaning up the cemetery,

which neighbors say lost its.
. standoff and the hard feel-

__ ings it has generated, Tim

Sr. said he still hopes to

tombstones when county
crews leveled the site and

~ dumped debris there years
ago. Tim Jr. said he began

removing some of the de-.

_bris and brought in dirt and

tofillina

justsit
uthe]:NRde-

thereun
cides wh:
Where

- Tim Jr who now owns

_ the property and said he
_has already spent about
~ $4,000 on the pro_}ect so far.

_ would like to build a home
_ thereone day, ashis grand—

. father had hoped todo. But -

that toomust waitonan

official determmatlon of the
, since
tic '

homes requiring se

concerned?” Tim Sr. asked,

referring to the auction at

which his father acquired

. the property more than a

tcan be done, an‘dv

~ even good intentions can
_produce unfortunate out-
comes. Pond no doubf be-

 Teves her efforts to bring in

‘the DNR, IPEW and the

- commissioners will help

isofat

year ago —before severe

_illness complicated his

plans and caused him to

transfer ownershlp to hlS .
. unusable by his heirs.

grandson.
_ Despite the bureaucratlc

eroct the monument —both
as a tribute to the 42 people

_believed buried there but
 also to his father, whose

desire to retire there andto
restore the cemetery “he-

_ cause it’s fun and self+ satis-

fying” was dashed by forces

‘beyond his control.
- As sometimes happen S,

protect a historic cemetery

that,may containthere-
_ mains of many of her neigh’-

bors’ ancestors.

But neither can you real—
1y blame the two Tims for
being just a little upset. 1t s
hard en
very:ill

lative without

- alsohaving to deal withan

like this and the pros-

iss

~ pect that, dependingon

V what IPFW finds and the
-DNR decides, the land Don

_ involved or )
_nication along the way

situation hardly matt

Ah a0/

Stinson paid $10,000 for -
may be rendered all but

The factthatbe’cteruﬁ—’ .
ders,«ndm of thelaws

yett

- might have avoided the:

_ now. Hopefully, amu tually

 agreeable resolutioncan

- greatest ex
AsIn '

_still be found — one that
“protects

taxpayers from
sxpensetothe
ent possible, -

ongoing

ing on th

_ movie “Poltergeist” knows.

’;What can happen when you
_mess with old cemeteries.

- That goes double for old
__cemeteries filled muh old

ughbo carefora

: ger@news-sentznel com, or

TLutherans. . o
Trus 'tme,Iknow. ,

 This column is the com:.
_ mentary of the wrzter and

_ does not necessa rzly reflect
_the views or opinionsof The
 News-Sentinel. Email Kevin.

Leininger at kleinin-

call hzm at 461-8355.

od when report- . A
4 t auction last year, .~
. anybody who'sseenthe =~
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