Steen Township (35001-036)

Steen Township was organized in 1851 from a
section of neighboring Palmyra Township. The
township was named in honor of Richard Steen, one
of the area’s earliest settlers who came to Knox
County from South Carolina in 1806 with his family.
They were followed by Andrew Berry and his wife
who operated an inn along the Vincennes-Louisville
Road.

Throughout its history, the township’s economy has
been primarily based on agriculture and coal. Most
of the township is located on a seam of coal that
ranges from three-and-one-half to six feet in
thickness. As early as 1816, coal was collected from
streambeds during low water periods and used in
local blacksmith shops. During the 1830s, coal was
shipped by flatboat down the Wabash and
Mississippi rivers to New Orleans. Although several
mines were established between 1858 and 1860, the
abundance of firewood in the region did not allow
coal to become a valuable commodity until
sometime later.
Steen Township’s strong agricultural base is reflected
in a nice collection of mid- and late nineteenth
century farmsteads. The Andrew Nicholson Farm
(35021) includes an outstanding I-house with Greek
Revival style elements as well as a large collection of
ancillary buildings. Farms on SE400 S, SE500 S, and
SE700 S (35013,35014,35026) illustrate the
diversification of the farmstead during the late:
1800s.

The only community in Steen Township is
Wheatland. Laid out during the late 1850s, the town
developed as a shipping point for the area’s
agricultural goods.

Among the township’s other historic resources are a
series of ditches and bridges. Four major ditches
perform the vital function of draining Steen
Township: Kessinger, Patrick, Roberson and Steen.
They are often referred to as court ditches because of
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