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September 10, 2009

Frank D. Hurdis, Jr. ~

Assistant Director for Preservation Services
Indiana Department of Natural Resources
Division of Historic Presérvation & Archaeology

- 402 W. Washington Street *W274

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

* Request for State Historic Registry Listing

St. Patrick’s Farm-Barn Survey # 141-703-05009

St. Patrick’s County Park is located in St. Joseph County, Indiana. We are requesting that

the large dairy barn located there be placed on the Historic State Registry.

The barn was originally part of the St. Patrick’s Farm operations managed by the Sisters
of the Holy Cross to produce food for.St. Mary’s College nearby. The land was acquired
by the Sisters in 1883 and 1886. The barn is 182 feet long, and believed to have been
built around 1925, following a massive fire that destroyed most of the original farm
structures on site. Architectural information can be found on the attached survey and a
floor plan is attached. Barn enthusiasts say it is one of the largest wooden barns of its
time period in the region.

Potatoes and other vegetables, milk, beef, fruit, pork and poultry were raised on the

property until it became too risky in the 1960s to venture down Highway 31 (now US
933) with farm machinery.

The property became a county park in the late 1970s. At that time the stalls were
removed from the barn, and a full concrete floor replaced the dirt and concrete floor
that existed there. Today the lower level of the barn is used as a rental facility for

corporate picnics and weddings. The upper level, originally used for hay and feed
storage, is not accessible to the public.

Still standing nearby is a wooden implement shed, a wood frame hog barn (remodeled
into the park administrative offices), metal windmill, a concrete silo with metal roofed
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feed lot (scheduled to be torn down), and a hand powered gas pump. There is some
guestion as to whether the entire complex would qualify for the registry and the Park
Department would consider this option as well.

St. Patrick’s County Park is open to the public year-round, although closed on major
holidays. A park entrance fee is assessed on weekends and holidays in summer and
winter. Cross county ski rental operations take place in the large barn during the winter.

For more information, please contact St. Joseph County Parks’ director, Evelyn Kirkwood
at the address at left, or by email at ekirkwood @sjcparks.org

Thanks you for the consideration.

Sincerely,

Evelyn Kirkwood
Director, St. Joseph County Parks

Photos attached



1935 photo of barn
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Interior Features
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Twin silos

Red Barn, St. Patrick’s County Park 2009



Orientation of Red and White Barns,
concrete silo

A Gas Pump

< Windmill

Implement barn, gas pump and
windmill just south of White Barn




\
(r

£6/1Z/1 ®b0 | 'S$'3'S Ag umpiq

UD|d 400|{ — uiDg pay B8lS

juewippndeq syuod Aunon ydesop 1S

Z

uibauno4 bupjuug

Daly 0l|dNd UON = VdN
EETCIT)Y

Buiuonipuon Jiy Jo bunosy oN

8¢ S]e)inQ |o208|] — $7
sAbY) — 042
ss|qpL 96 * 0 — T
¥/¢ — ©8po) 8dl4
VdN
.ﬁwlwmm
paJy J100|{ pado|g =
23— L1 VdN
4 O —8L _ Ol—67
LHH ﬁﬁﬁ LH__ L
é@i : o _ VdN
° ° e e g o o o ﬂ_“_ ° o ~
Dal Dluo
9% v [PjUsy 2
1824 aipnbsg
o o o o o o Cl09 o & + " . _! ]
=
mﬁaﬂ Wﬁ Ll YL usyopy
.ILHIH_ % Ol % 7
van| | | van T
Ry
|:N|.m_‘.
C81
- )




1. Rating 2. County 3. Survey M-

[X] Qutstanding [] Oc ing 141 St. Joseph 141-70 »
4. Historic Name 5. Township Preliminary Nu.
St. Patrick's Farm/Barn Clay
6. Address 7. City B. Quad Name
80651 Laurel Road, South Bend IN 46637 Niles West

Public [ Private

13. Use Present Past 14, Category |15, Surveys/lLegal Protections 16. Location Notes/Legal Description 17. Condition 18. Integrity
Residencs i
O 0 g building Excellent X Unaltered
Commercial [J [J | [(Jadistrict ] Good [ Attered
Agri X K [ site [ Fair [IMoved
[ structure [ Deteriorated Date Moved
_Recreatn 7 [ | Clobjeat [ Ruins
18. Time Period(s) 0. Style(s) 21. Architect/Builder
€.1925 Gambrel roofftrans.frame
22, SPECIFY ALTERATIONS
emovals Replacement Addilions [ Othar
23.‘ DESCRIPTION

Storles Multi-stories

24. SITE PLAN

Plan . Rectangle with cross plan wings

Foundation concrete

Walls Wood: shiplap sid.

o 3

Roof  High gambrel*

|Porches

Openings _The windows have sither six lights or multiHights with medium surrounds/ sliding doors. ﬁ

Interior

-

Grounds/Outbuildi

s There are two, wood silos with conical roofs, gabled dormers and vertical
siding (narrow vertical boards. Ina

-

1on, re IS a concreie slio.

25. No. of Contributing 1 | Bur |

1_] o8 |26, No. of Non-contributing | oms

Resources STR

SIT

Rosources Gracious park sstting with lakes, drives.

2 TOTAL

3 TOTAL

27. Environment

SIT

28. Areas of Significance;
P4 AGRICULTURE

29. Historic Coritext(s)/Statement of Significance/Additional Description:

[J ARCHITECTURE

[] ARCHAEOLOGY:

[JART

[ COMMERCE

[J COMMUNICATIONS

[ COMMUNITY PLANNING & DEVELOF
[1CONSERVATION .

* with wide eaves, boxed comice, narrow frieze. The bam has corner boards, and shed roof dormers on the roof as

well as metal ventilators and ightning rods. There is & namow hay hiood

”~ ‘me slte aiso contalns a wind miil and several other barn Ilka stn.lclures whnc-h have baan built since it was

mus! of thesa are luo young lo be mcld theywul quallfy as they mature.

C1ECONOMICS

EDUCATION
[1ENGINEERING
[]ENTERTAINMENT/RECREA]
[_]ETHNIC HERITAGE:

[ EXPLORATION/SETTLEMEN
[ HEALTH/MEDICINE
[JINDUSTRY

[JINVENTION

X LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTU
CJLaw

[ LITERATURE

[IMARITIME HISTORY
CIMILITARY

] PERFORMING ARTS

[ PHILOSOPHY

] POLITICS/GOVERNMENT
CJRELIGION

[ sCIENCE

[ sOCIAL HISTORY

'I;‘r:s site is s:gnn?cant for its assooimlon wnlh the S1sters of the Huly Crosa whu maintained afarm here and who bullt
d

(1 L
P .....g.vmal assuuaﬂnns in sevaral araas Df slgmﬂcanoe

200,
5 Field Check Updates, Completed by Scott Brown, HLFT

141-703-05009

Name: St. Patrick’s Farm (not /Barm)

] TRANSPORTATION
] VERNACULAR/CONSTRUCTION

32. Information Sources

33. Surv Afflliation Date

il C.B.Fife Westerly Group, Inc. 5.8-09
34. Revised by Affiliation Date
35, Revised by Affiliation Date
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St. Patrick-s County Park Far~ Structures
All Buildings Circa 1928-1935, unless otherwise noted

Feedlot* Red
T |

White Barn 1 ()
former swine barn) —~

Barn (former dairy barn)

- "\\.
= Concrete silo -circa unknown

Wood pole bar

Arborvitae hedge was

fence for former farmhouse

Steel bladed windmill
~— Metal gas pump, 1920s

Stone Foundation from burh- ’rhat burhéld- ln 1920s

* Feedlot (circa unknown) scheduled to be torn down and replaced with similar structure



