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‘house faces the main OQuadrangle of

Condit House, an engaging 1860 example of Italianate architecture,.is
the residence of President and Mrs. Alan €. Rankin on the campus at Indiana
State University, Terre laute, Indiana. The University has "grown around"
the house, and in 1965 President Rankin, with the concurrence of the Uni-
versity trustees, reguested the privilege of restoring the lovely brick home

for use as the President's residence. The restoration work was done in 1966,
1967, and 1968.

The historlc house was built by Mr. Jabez Hedden for My, Lucien Houriet,
a jeweler and watchmaker., In 1863 it was purchased by the Revéerend and Mrs.
Blackford Condit and remained in the Condit family until 1962 when the
property was bequeathed to Indiana State University by Miss Helen Condit,
the last survivor of the family.

Indiana State Univeysity - then Indiana State Normal Schocl --— opened
for eclasses in January, 1870, in a building across Mulberry Street from the

Condit residence.® History reccrds that in the latter part of the nineteenth

century Condit House was "a [requent gathering place for the culturally elite

of the city." The distinguished Czleb »Mills, early sducator known as the
Yfather of the Indiana public school system,' was Blackford Condit's father—
in-law and nften wasg gmong tha illaefrione cusgpe o Oondin douge.

The restoration project, which included rebullding end enlargzing the
rear wing, gave carveful attention to preservation of the architectural
authenticity of the house. Bricks from the removed wing were carefully
re-used, aleng with doors, window frames, lintels, sills, shutters, orna-—
mental woed porch trim, and cast irvon grilles. and gratings.

Architects for the prolect were James Associates, Indianapclis, Tndiana,
represented by H. Roll MebLaughliin, A. I. A,

" The house 1is unusually well preserved in dits original flavor. The warn
brick facade is formal and symmetvical, giving the residence a studied
sophistication. An excepticnal feature is a deep projection, or pavilion,
at the center of the facade, surmounted by a classic pediment., On either.
side of the pavilion, tucked into the angle of the entrance, is a small
one-story porch. An iroun balcony adorus the pavilicon.

The house is crowned with a Wip roof and projecting eaves and two great
chimnevs. The eaves are richly bracketed, with small attic windows alter—
nating with the brackets. The pavilion ig gabled with a triangular peak,
There are three tall windows across the front at the upper level and a
centered first—flcor deovway with?a tall window on either side., Twin wooden
doors dnvite the wisitor into a small entrance hallway. The front foyer is
entered from the ocuter hallway through a second set of tall depors, these

* The address was 629 Mulberry Street. Today, the street is closed and the
¥ )

still appear above the front door.
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The Blackford Condit House, now the residence of the president of
Indiana State University, has had a remarkably interesting and significant

trelationship with education {or all of its long history of more than a

century.

When the house was built at 629 Mulberry Street in 1860 its first and

closest neichbors were the professors and students at the Vigo County Seminar
2 I

directly across Mulberry Street. TIn 1863 the Blackford Condits purchased
the property and the house gained distinction as -a gathering place for the
culturally elite., Blackford Condit, a Preshyterian minister, was married
to a daughter of Caleb Mills, recognized as the "Father of Education” in
Indiana. Mr. Mills and other educational picneers of the state were
frequent guests at Condit liouse.

In the mid-1860's the Indiana Ceneral Assembly selected as the site
of the state's first school for the training of teachers, the seminary
property across Mulberry Street from Condit House. The Indiana State Normal
School cpened its doors there on January 6, 18570. o

In succession, the Normal School became Indiana State Teachers College,
then Indiana State College, and then, in 1965, Indiana State University.
The. ¢ampus grew and surrounded Condit House; the earolliment surged upward
until in 1972 more than 18,000 students are served by ISU.

- At her death in 1962, Miss Helen Condit, the last gurvivor of the
eminent pioneer family, bequeathed Condit louse to the University. For
several years thereafter Condit House served as the Alumni Center of the
University. Upon assuming office in 1963, President Alan C. Rankin with
concurrence of the Trustees requested the privilege of restoring and
remodeling Condit House for use as the President’s residence. The program
was carried out, and in February, 1968, President Rankin and his family
moved into Condit House. '

So it is that Cendit House, a treasured landmark in the center of the
Indiana State University campus, again hosts educational and political
leaders, professors and students, artists and musicians -- guests of the
president of a great university still dedicated to educational pioneering.

(continued)} i
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As the designated State [.iaison Officer lor the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 {Public L.aw
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Repister and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedyres set
forth by the National Park Service.
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7. DESCRIPTION {continued)

paneled with Iuminous' frosted glass cut with a delicate design. Trom the
foyer the open stairway leads to the high ceilinged upstairs hall.

Original fireplaces and mantels are beautifully preserved in the drawing
room, the parlor, the President's study, and in several upstairs rooms. A
sculptured ceiling medallion is preserved in the drawing room.

The removed rear wing included a dining room and kitchen on the first
floor and servants' quarters upstairs. Numerous similarities of construction
noted by the architects between the rear wing and the main nart of the house
led them to conclude that "for purposes of historical record...the removed

wing was an 'original' part of the house.'" The restructured rear wing featured

a deep bay in the dining room and in the master bedroom directly above. A
commodious east foyer leading to the dining room may be entered from the
central fover or from a side poerch (plans call for a carriage entrance to be
constructed later). The kitchen, also in the restructured wing, is designed
for presidential hosting as well as famlly use. : B

Decoraticns and furnishings throughout the residence maintain the
charvacter of the architecture. The front bedrooms unsatairs are furnished as
guest rooms with helrloows from two prominent pioneer Terre Haute families,
the Hulmans and the Bindleys. '

3
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Condit House is known and cherished by all who have
State and serves as an architectural bond to the culture
lovely home is remarkable as a fine example, beautifully
preserved, of residential architecture of 1860. However
‘significance of Condit House lies in its intimate relati
education. It . defies the imagination to .assess the tota
whose lives have been touched by Condit House, upon the
education in Indiana, in the nation, and indeed, worldwi
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- Indiana State University é%ﬁﬁ?%ﬁﬁﬁif Vol, XVII, No. 3, Jamary,1%862, P. 1,

) Miss Condit Passése _ 7 i
Indiana State University Alummitenc, Vol. XIX, No. 6, Aprii, 1964, P. 1,
Alumﬂi Center Becones Fgullty. |
Indiana State University Alumnitenms, Vol. XXIT, No. 1, September, 1965, P. 6,
Gondit House To Be éonverted to Prosident's Residence; |

AJumnt Office Noved to Hew Alumni_Genter,

Indiana Stete University The Alwmi Magazine, Vol, 26, Winter, 1972, Cover,

Condit Louse, Painting by James loBride.
A«--; = e -«n rom e e Ay -~ A Amran 'ﬁ,‘;\ﬂﬂ et [T Fd amdeaman [a) i bl "
Indirmn 8tote Univ _,ﬂﬁ“ The Alvemd o o, Volo 28, Vinter,; 1972, Pp. 12.15.

The Preside mt‘ Hogsee
Indi anaool]s llews, December 12, 1961 - Rites Planncd.for Granddauvghter of Caleb !Mills

iills,
Terre Haute Star,‘December 12, 1961 - Miss Helen Condit Dies.

Terre Haute Tribune, Deéembér 20, 19461 - Large Bequests Mede in Will of Helen Cendit.
Terre Haute Ster, August 3, | )05 ew I5U Dorm to Honor Pilonesr Hoosier Fducator.

Terre Haute Tribune, August R, 1965 - Mame Jlew ISU Residence Hall for Fdueator..
\

Terre Haute Tribune, Sentember 12, 1965 - Photo (Condit Eouse—Alumni Center. )

m

Terre Haute Tribune-Otar, Fotember 1lii, 1065 - Will Dedicmte 'ills, Rhoads Halls at ISU.

10GE -~ ISU Mav Buy louse.

Indiznapolis Star, March 13,}

3

Yerre Haute Tribune, March 1%, 1966 - Condit Home Planned feor I8U President.
\ .

Terre Haute Tribune, April “2 1066 - I8U Officials Approve 8.5 Millien on Projects.
\\ '

Terre Haute Btar, April 23, 1966 - ITU Construction Bids Due May 2h.

m

Terre Haute Tribune, August 18, 1906 - lew Pacilities Accommodate Fxpanding ISU.

(continucd)
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Terre Haute Star, August 19, 1966 - Hew Facilities Accommodate Expanding ISU.
‘Terre Haute Tribure, September 11, 1966 - ISU Condit House lome of President.
_Evansville Press, November 20, 1967 - I8U First Laﬁy Plans to Change Absentia Stabtus.

Terrg Haute Stear, April 12, 1968 ~ Remodeling Complete on 01d Condit ﬁouse.

Terre Faute Star, May 3, 1908 - Hold Opeﬁ Touse (photo).

Tndianapolis Star, May 12, 10068 — Century-01d House MNew Homeifc: iSU President.

;

‘Terre Haube Tribune-Star, Hovember 3, 1068 - T8U Staff Menbers Creeted at Corndit House-
President's Residence.

Terre Haute Stsr, Fevrusry 5, 1969 - Plan Membershin Tea (phota).

Terre Haute Star, February 20, 1969 - Mrs. Rankin Fntertains (photo).

"Terre Haute Tribune, February 20 1669 - Legislators' Wives Tour Indiana State Universitr,
H + > gt

Terre Haute Tribune-Star, June 1, 1969 -~ Frat Builds Condit Iouse Garden.

Terre Haute Star, Septenber 6, 1969 ~ ISU President's Recepticon Today at Condit Fouse.




