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. ' (Check Ona) .
K] Excellent [[] Good [ Fair 7] Deteriorated 3 Ruins [} Unexposed
{Check One) . . ' (Check Gno)
1 Alterad [k Unaltered . ' {1 Moved - O DOriginal Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGIMAL (il known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE :

CONDITION

The past and present appearancs of Willard Library which.are.
the same are most accurately described by Howard Wooden in
his book Architectural Heritags of Evansville.? The strusture
contalns almost all of the characteristic Features of the
Victorian Gothic including a tall stately tower, mansard rsofs
with heavy dormer windows, cornice turrets, window. arcades

supported by modified Moosrish or Byzantine columns, surface -’
color-contrast and surface ornamentation especlally beneath
the window arches in the form of large rosettes. The place-
ment of the tower to one 8i1de of the building achieved the
intended asymmstry so characteristic of much of the 18th
Gentury revival movement. Just as the exteriosr of Victorian
“Gothic construction is marked by the.use.of heavy forms, sb
on the inside one finds onsiderable attention glven o

heavy woodwork.” The main doors show ivhe Victorian archie. .t
tectl!s interest in hneavy carving, #s does the staircase and
other woodwork. Thec f1oor of the main reading room is of
nulti-colored $ile in geowmetric dssigns.

3438

The building is constructed of red biick with limestone

used for contrast. UWhe original duted hardware is s%ill in
use throughout the building. Shutters original to the build-
ing are in use on vhe first floor. Two origlral firelpaces
are still in use, Un uvhe second floor there are round stain-
ed glass windows,capping whe arched windews, whichicdeptiet
literary personsges T : v

Ee

s
-

The building is situated in a four and a half acre park main=-
tained for public use, ‘ : : :
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Aberiginal [[] Education [ Palitical {] Urban Planning
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1 Agriculture . M Invention [ Science Histoarie . Y“r:l;zp::urch
@ Architecture [ Londscaope ™ Sculpture . )
1 Art Architecture 1 Secial/Hyman- Bullt as a —f-'lbr&ﬂ‘
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STATEMENT GF SiGNIFICANICE

This Victorian Gothic library is signiflicant for
several reasons. It is a building in mint condition
desligned by the eminent architect James W. Reid,who lived.
in Evensville before he moved to the West Coast where he
deslgned such bulldings as the Del Coronada Hotel, and. = -
‘since its complstion In 1884 it hes remeined unchanged -~ .-

 Dboth inside and out except for the conversion of - two j:g;-”
“rooms of the basement for a children's library. ER:
' ‘The massive brass hardware, dated 1883, 1s still in .
use throughout. the building. The fine tile floors, in. . = -
‘geometric designs, have been preserved as have the orig—,.
inal coal burning fireplaces and their mantles.
: The ornately carved woodwork, even to the heavlly
‘carved front cdoors, has been preserved In 1ts original

INSTRUCTIONS

USE. - BN
. " The purpose of the bullding and land has not been""
- changed since the. land was transmitted to the trustees =
in 1876. Willerd Carpenter wrote then, "I. hsve concladed
" without further delay, to establish and endow & Public -
-'Library, to be located in e public park on land owned: by
me, situated in the City of Bvansville.....in the hope -
. that suc¢h. an institution may become wseful toward the
. improvement of -the moral and intellectual culture of the
Coinhabltants of Evangvills, and collaterslly to thoss of
the State of Indisna; and also towerd thse enlargement
- and diffusion of = taste for the fine arts.m . o
c "He gpecifically directed that the Library be for-‘ o
‘;i"the use of people of all classes, races and sexes, free:
Cof charge forever' snd heve &- reading room, be both a

sz{E

Coand art librery. ALl the directives heve been carried.
~ put, even to the malntenance of 'a public park on the
4. @@ acres belonging to the Library.
- . The Willsrd Librery 1s.situated in the old part of T
Evansville bordering orl the commercial center d- the 01tyfﬁn

[N

' mppearance. Some of - the Carpanter furniture 1s still tn- o

Fﬁ_reierenge and circulatlng library end maintain e. researéhf ;’ L
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and within walking distance of the old Courthouse (The
Conraed Bsker Foundation) and the old Post 0ffice which

is now listed on the Wational Register. It possesses the
most extensive ccllection of primery sources; old books,
meny of them rare, on the history of southern Indiana. It
has a Iine rare book collection as well as very extsnsive
newspaper and periodlcal collections, and a number of books
from earlier libraries of HEvansville which were defuncth .
when Willard was begun. The Library also contalns the
Bayard collection..

The building faces one grave danger. The ﬁmmﬁnénx
continuation of an expressway which at present ends at the
street on which the Library faces. The widening of the
street south of the Library will encroach on the lerary

. park and endanger tne bullding.
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'willard Library “ﬁtatement of Trusrees 1915

L5ary, ~pgan History. of indiana, from [ts g_plaratlan to 1922
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MAME A TITLE
hhrs._James B. Igleheart, Secretary of the Board of Trustees

ORGANIZ TION . DATE

The Willard Library of Hvansvilla< April &, 19@7
STREET AND NUMBER: ' . :
2l First Ave.

CITY OR TowN:  © _ : . - |IsTare ) ’ coDE
Lvansville - ' . JIndiana

ATSON DEEICER CERTIEICATHO ONAL: REG#STER VERIEICATIOH

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

rtify t i is inciuded i
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this praperty is included in the

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion National R.egxste.r.

 in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

f by th ti k Service, Th ded ”
forth by the 1\.Ia ionai Park Service € reCOomme e. Chiet, Offico.of Archeology and Historic Preservation
level of significance of this nomination is: -

National [1 . State [] Local [
Date
Na.me ATTEST:
Title .
Keeper of The National Register
Traie Date
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