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The ares proposed for classification as a National Historie District
encompasses only a portion of the 200 acre Indiana State Soldisrs Homs. Ths
tract is located alongz a high bluff overlooking the Wabash River and inecludes
the main entrance to the Home, the Post Exchange, the Commandants House,
Library Building (formerly the Commissary) and the Administration Building.
The entirs area is heavily wooded.

The central focus of the area is the complex containing the Commandant's
House, Library and Administration buildings. These three structures are the
only remaining representatives of the original architectural style of the
Soldiers Home, and are indicative of the excellent master plamning of the
Home. Utilizing a paladium tripartite concept, the major central element is
the massive Commandant's House with the Administration building to the north
and Library to the south serving as flanking servant elements. ‘

The Commandants House is a fire example of the ante-bellum architecture
so popular during the 1890's. The exterior of the House is architecturally
striking as far as massing the scale relative %o the site, particularly ing -
terms ol the original vistas to the sast over the Vabash Valley and to the -
west relative to the parade grounds and flanking buildings. The major
architectural feature is the front portico and entry. Because of the
dramatization of the entry doorway relative to the size of the House, the
entry appears much larger than it actually is. The striking white wood
shingling causes the building to stand out in contrast to its wooded . -
surroundings. The interior of the building shows an interesting combination
of functional utilitarian design and grancness of concept commensurate with
the exterior. The central stairwsy is a prime example of this functionalism,
moving the visitor up the levels of the House without a feeling of climbing.
Additional interior features are the nicely carved wood work and the drawing
room fireplace with ite bas relief frieze.

The Library and Administration buildings flanking the Commandants
House are of brick with white wood trim. Both buildings are excellent
examples of late nineteenth century institutional architecturs, reprssantativ
of which are rapidly vanishing. The Commandants House and Library are
unaltered; some modification has taken place on the Administration building.

The Post Exchange tuilding is located north of the three structures
described above. A one story frame building done in green and white, it is
somewhat later than the other buildings. However, it is an interesting
and almost unigque example of the institutional "cottage” architecture of the
peried. It is still in use today and its atmosphere substantially reflects
life at the Soldiers Home during the early twentieth century. It is unalierg

The grounds surrounding these buildings and comprising the remainder
of the district are located on top of z major bluff some 150 feet above the
Wabash River valley, which the site overlooks. Dominated by original oaks,
meple and hickory, the heavily wooded area is a prime example of how indiging
woodlands and architectural elements may be combined to create a pleasing
whole.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

_ By the end of the nineteenth century, the need for governmental
programs to aid the indigent was becoming apparent. TIn Indiana, there had
several initial efforts to aid handicapped persons at the Deaf School prior
to the 1880's, but no consideration had been given to the numerous veterans
of the Civil War who, for various reasons, were no longer capable of taking
care of themselves. Intensive lobbying by the Grand Army of the Republic
resulted in the Indlana State Assembly of 1888 resolwving to found a Home
for veterans, and in 1890 work toward the Home was begun.

Located on 200 acres of land north of Lafayette, Indiana, the Home
represented a major and unprecedented effort in the stabte's activity in
humanitarian activities. By 1900, mumerous btuildings had been ersctad for
the use of the inmates of the Home, and the applications for residence at
the Home were far greater than its facilities were capable of handling.
This state of affairs continued, and by 1950 it was apparent that a major
revamping of the Home was needed. This revamping resulted in thas destructia
of almost all the original buildings, and today only four structures remain
from the earlier years of the institution.

The proposed Historic Distriet encompassss some nine acres of land
which remains in its original state, and contains the four original building
The Commandants House, Library (formerly the Commissary), Administration
Building, and Post Exchange. 1In addition, a collection of some two hundred
0il portraits of Civil War generals, painted by Captain Alexander Lawrie,
are housed in the Iibrary. Valued at $150,000, this collection of art by
a relatively unknown American artist adds a major cultural dimension to the
district. '

The importance of the Soldiers Home District is far greater than the
sum of its parts. Combining interesting and rapidly vanishing architectural
features with fine landscaping and site maintenance, as well as tha Lawrie
Collection, the proposed Historic District preserves an almost forgottan
segment of Indiana's social history, and allows the visitor to recreate
the early years of the Soldiers Home in his own mind by participating in
a living portion of the original grounds, buildings and atmosphere of the
Indiana State Soldiers Home. .
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