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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ({f krown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This sract of land was opigioelly covered with glent hardwoods end wae
uneleaved for some vesvs, After the Stete Dosyd of Agriesiiwpe need it
for faly purposes mamy of the trees ware ¢ul.

The perk became 3 popular place of rvecveatlssn, prebably eariisr then any
pther park in Indimmepolis. A stvesd gar llune wee nonstiveted fyem the
basiness district, A Iine alse sxtefidad from the depot on southern
Illineis Strest povih to Yashington Bipest, ee west s6d perth o the
grounds. The line was cempleged in time for the 1863 State Fair.

Hilivary osecupaney vesulted in packing of the soil es well ss injury to
ehe trees,. Ny the and of the ﬁi@i& Yar, the patuwsl gover was desavibed
ap in deplovsble gonditiom.

in 1866, Georpe HMerriti vook steps ©o besutify the preperty., He obtsined
permission from efete authorities to fuwprove the perk and ralsed 3 pum
of woney for this purposs. The €ity founnlil sise made sn sppreprialbion
and hazutification vas prosecuted wadey the divection of M. Hawelist,

Be lepper becsws o wesbay of the Boszd of Parhk Cosmispioner and sarved

s eustodien without wompenaation.

Hildcary park bae ocontlinued te seyva a2 2 recreotion center.through

thz yaare. BPuring the pre snd pestygrld War I pericd, it vecsived auch
hesvier wse than at presenk, Its facilivies fnecluded a pavilion and
sheltar house, owisgs, sand bowss, fountain. plounser log 2sbin, sud canson
Beil velics of the Qivil %War.

Today the pavilion smd sheltar house remeine. The fountais, logated in
the sprroezinste ¢enter of the pavk, bae been wodernized snd alteved
fyom its originsl design. Canmon balls and log csbin have beasn 7o
movad. Swiogs and minor plavpround eguipment ave on & small portisn of
the tract. Oviginsliy s civeslar drive was sovstrueted inside the park,
fizass wow civers it, but the sutlize i3 2211l evident.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

Un Jamuswy 27, 1827, en det of Congress mede a donstion of four sestions
af la-d, surveved im 1831, te the State of Indiésne 83 8 Best of Covermwment
Senate Journal 1835-183%6 listed aw vosold and unsppropristed out~iot
nmumber 147, containing 27.04 scopes. In the Indiscs Constimuiion of

1881, Arvicis 15, Hiscellapesus, Section 9 is szwetad “ihe follewing jvounds
goned by the State in Indiznspolis, camely: The Stete Howse Souare, the
Governny’s Civele, ard s mueh of ewi-lot wumbered one hupdrad and
fovty-seven, 28 liss novth of the ate of the Sentyal Canal shall net be
poid o lessed. Willtawy Vark, sountaisiog 14 soves, is the pary thet
vomaived of ocuip-lot 147, '

The fiyst Indisna State Feiv wes held on this gite, Ootober 19~21,
1882, It wes ops of the five: such falve in the patlon.

ith the comingy of the Ciwil War, this sround wes couverted iute & wllitayy
camp by Covernor Oldver ¥, Horton sud sewed in heser of Jevemdah €,
Sulldven, colowel of the 13th Isdisgwe Volusteervs, the fivst repiment to
rally on the grounde: 1€ was muetered inte service on June 13, 1861,

The 1ith Resilment, usder Ses. Lav Yallece duther of Ben Hur, also used
ihis sine fox nome time. A prest iupetus was given resruitisg in Ind-
janspelis by the appesvence of Lew Ballece's Hentgowexy Guards, who
yare zouaves apnd dvillsd to the time of 2 drum gerps. Several
eonpanies of Zousves wezs orpanized sosu afterwerds Is lndispapolis
snd 2 lovge mewher of thes drilled et Cemp Sullivasn.

The ocosupancy of the pazk by froops was istervepiad fov z short time in
the £ail. of 1863, vwhon 1T was sgain uwsed for 2 Hste Falr dn cenmection
with a ssnibary propgyam.
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DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN ONE ACRE

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROFERTY

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGI‘TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Saconds Degrees. Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ‘390 46' 17.5n 86D 10, ll" [+ ' » o r n

NE 36° 46 17.5 86° 10’ 01"
SE 3¢° 46 10 " 86° 10' 03"
W 39° 46 10 " 26° 10’ 13"
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion

I herebv certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

in the Wational Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according te the criteria and procedures set

by the Nati 1 tk Service. The r ended - N - - -
forth by the National Park 5 lf:, ) e. o oM Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
level of significance of this nomination is:
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Keeper of The National Register
Beprember 15, 1969
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