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(Type all entrics ~ complete applicable sections)

STATE:

Indiana

COUNTY:

Marisn

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

CATE

f1. NANE

COMMON;

. The Fenten Heuse

AND/OR MISTORIC:

{2. LOCATION

STRECY AMT MUMBER:

_ 312 Seuth Dewney Avenns

CITY OR TOWHN:

Indianapelis

STATE CODE

Indisna

COUNTY-

Marien

cConik

[3. cLassIFICATION

CATEGORY
(Check Gne)

OWNERSHIP

STATUS

ACCESSIBLE
TO THE PUBLIC

[ Public
] Private

m Both

Public Acquisition:
] 1a Process

{77 Distriet Building
] Site {1 Stroctyre
[ Object

1 Being Considered

W Occupied
] Unoccupied
1 Preservaticn work

in progress

] Ne

Yes:
m Restricted
] Unrestricted

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

] Agricuitural 3 Park

{3 Commercial [ ] Private Residence
M Educational’ {1 Religicus

m Entertainment ] Scientific

3 Government
a
[
¥ Museum

Industrial

Military

] Tronsportation

] Othar

(Specity)

Cemmunity Use

[1 Comments

&

V4.  OWNER OF PRCPERTY

QUNER’'S N AME:

Irvingten Histeric lanemarks Feundatien, Inc,

STREET ANDO NUMBER:

312 Seuth Dewney Avenue

CITY OR
Indiaﬁaeelis

PO

STATE:-

Inaiana

CODE

{5 LOCATION &F LEGAL DESCRIPTION

izivas]

COURTHMOUSE, FIL\JIS:RY OF OEEQDS, ETC:

Marien CeuntyrRecerder's Office, Plat Beek l, page 18

STREET AMND NUMBER:

Reem 721, City-Ceunty Bu:l.lélng

CITY OR TOWN:

Indiaznapelis

STATE

Indiana

L4620k

TALNNOD

5.

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

ivwe.rm--" ua:_ gsw)ln}ll L [1";‘,“?1:;1\‘1'"“‘"
- VR :

TITLE OF SURYEY:

The Plat of the Weedland Park Addition ts Irvingten depicting let 22 thereofL

DATE OF SURVEY: Januarv j.l 1872 [T, Federal

7 State

v

County [_] Lecal

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS

Marisn Qounty Recerder!s Office, Plat Beok l,

page 18

STREET AND \JUMEIEF(

Reem 721, City-County Imuilding

CITY OR TUWN:

Indianapslis

STATE:

Indisna

COOFE

HAGANMN AHLMNG

L6200

ALwC

ATIMND 35N 54N 404
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‘|7. DESCRIPTION

) (Chock One) -
[:v Excellent {7] Goed [} Fair (] Deterioratad ] Ruins 7] Unexposed
(Check One} {Check One}

W} Altered ] Unaltered [l Moved [V Criginal Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (] kmown) PHYSICAL APFEARANCE

CONDITION

The keuse is 2 stately well-preserved twe-stery brick residence ef

w [Fremch-mensard desizn with a picteresque tewer entrance and mansars
resf, Erected en a rugges stene feundatien, the heuse has [ime
weedwork, sak fleoring, and ernste winesws, The heuse has twelve
rgams in s1l with a2 well drzimed basement, The second fleor includes
a2 private apartment ans is eccupied by a caretaker,

It has been restered te its eriginal appearance beth insise and eut
with enly such alteratisns as mecessary fer use by the publiec such as
heating, ajir-cenditicning, rest reems, cleakrosm, ans modern kitchen
equipment en beth fleers, :

33

ser of the French bareque stage of the Renaissance in .grchitacture
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'”$ﬁf“§EN|HCANCE

INSTRUCTIONS

5 EE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
7] Pre-Columbian' {] 16th Century [7] 18th Century ™1 20th Century

7] 15th Century . ] 17th Century [Y 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATELS) (If Applicable and Known) 1873 -

AREAS OF SIGNIFIcANcE (Check One or More e Appropriate)

Aboriginal [ Edueation 1 Pelitieal :--_} Urban Plunni-ng
] Prehistaric i Engineering ] Religien/Phi. [l Other (Specity) “
(7] Histeric 3 Industry : losophy Ce_nﬁﬂr_ef_m.ﬂ:bux:al
[ Agriculture [[1 Invention ] Science .___iﬁj}_em_s_t—
¥ Architecture [ Londscape [ Sculpture ﬁw
[ Art Architacture Y1 Social/Humon- cmmmw@ ]
[ Commarce ] Litersture itarian
[0 Communicoticns O Militery [[] Theaoter
[} Conservation 3 Music U7 Transportation

STATEMENT CF SIGKIFICANCE

The Benton House has been the home of enly twe families since 1890,

Tde house was built in 1873 by Nichelas Ohmer, and F., R. Kautz was

the owner wher Dr. and Mrs, Benten purchased the heme in 1390. Dbr.
Eenten seld the keuse ts Mr. and Mrs, Willis K. Miller en August 7, 1907.
Mr. Hersehel Miller, sen of W. K. Miller,seld the property te the
Irvingten Histeric Landmarks Feundation, Inc. in June ef 1966, The

Seciety, spensering erganizavions, elected the first Beard of Directers
ef the Irvingten Histeric Iandmarks Feundabisn which is a self-

perpztuaﬁ'n§sb@ard. The Benten House has been resterss as a cammunity
lanémarﬁ,éa museun efthe Victerian peried, It is used as headquarters

fer the twe Spensering greups ans fer meetings by eultural greups in the
cemmunity,

The heme is lecated in Irvingten, whick was a suburb ef Indiamapelis,
feunded in 1870, The arsa was knewn as a seat of culture, especially
when Butler University was lecated in Irvingten, Dr, and Mrs, Beuten
beeama vesidents «f Irvimgten in 1887 znd eoon eccupisd the mouse at

312 3euth Dewney Avenue, Dr. Bertsn was twice presisent ef PButler
University, and his hems was ene ef the shewplaces ef Irvingtsn. Fameus
pezple fram all ever the worlé wers his guests fer Dr, Benton wxs
preminerily identified with the early educatienal histery ef Indiana,
Chie and Nebraska, '

jeint beards ef the Irvinzten Unien of Clubs and the Irvingten Histerical 3
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[5- MASOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Indianapelis News , "PBenton House Reflects 0ld Irvington Charm," by Mary Waldeh
Nevember 23, 1969, p. L, Sec, 6.
Peleved City: Indiamapelis, 1970, A publicatisn of the Creative ﬂrltln Ce

L ; g Cemmitise
ol the Indianapelis Public Scheels, p. 23.
Tae Inéianapelis Star, Octeber 18, 1970, p. L, See. 3. "Citatien Awares®
An| American Heritage (uides-Histeric Heuses ef America, 1971, ».75.
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[10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES ! LATITUDE AND LONGITULE COORDINATES .
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROBERTY
: R OF LESS THAHN TFMN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LOHCITUGE LATITUDE LONGLTUDILE
Dagrees Minutes Seconds { Degrees Minutes Seconds De%rees mﬂ tes  Seconds Degrees  Minutes  Seconds
w g e e Qe o L BN | 88T LT 35w
NE o . n o 3 ”
SE a ) n o ) "
SW ° ' - o ! .
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATEDR FROPERTY: ‘66 acres B .
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLARPING STATE QR COUNTY SOUNCARIES
STATE: CODE | COUNTY coDE m -
Nene - :
- .
STATE: COCE | CQUNTY: ) conE O
- P4 P
STATE: ; CODE | COUNTY: ] COCE :
STATE: conE | CounTY: CODE -4 .
LA . E
[11. FORM PREPARED BY . = A
MAME AMND TITLE: R
3 .
CRGANIZATION GATE - i
STREET AND NUMBER: (&
_ =
CITY OR TOWN: ' STATE coLE
(¥
[12- STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAIION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Ma-
[ hereby certify that this property is included in the

tionai Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-6653), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register. IS

in the National Register and certify that it has heen

evaluated according o the criteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended " - ; ]
Chief, Office of Archeology and Histeric Preservation

level of significance of this nomination is:

National (7] State [} Local 7] .

Late .
Name :;;. o

ATTEST: e
Title

1
Reeper of The National Register

Date Date

D T T e R Rl

e JE I ER e o W




Legal Descrictien ef the Penten Heuse, 312 South Downey Avemie, Indianapelis, Indiand,

Beginning at the Ssuth Esst cerncr of let 22 in Dewney ani Ommers Weedland Park
Addition te the Tewn of Irvinghten nsw a pert ef the Ciky of Indiznapelis {hence in a
nertherly direction alspr the west line of Dewney Aveme 107 feet thence West
parallel to and 836 fest cistant from the Nerth lime »f seid lat 209 5/10 feet to 2 point
50 teet East ef the West Line »f 32id let 22, thence Seuth parallel te amd 50 feet
distant frem the West line =f szie let 137.3 fect {e the Nerth line of Ohmer Avenue

thence in an easterly airectisn aleng the Nerth Iine eof QOhmer ivermue 272 feet te the
place ef beginning,

Additionsl Relferences

The Indisnzpslis News , Menday, Nevember 17, 1569, p. 15, "Parties That wWere!

The Indianapelis News, Mareh 3, 1969, p. 15, " Irvingtenians View Fashiens, Channeliers,”
by Kathleen Van Nuys

The Irdianapelis News "Benton House Will Be Site sf Unien ef Clubs Parties, ®
by Marilyn Shapire

The Insiana;elis Star , March 18, 1970, p. 10, "Statisn Spruced Up Fer Ball"

The Indianzpelis News , Kégﬁﬁ} 1970, "Statisn Eall Is Centennial Kick-Off" by Wayre Bubhrie

East Siée Tersld , fpril 16, 1970, "Last Call - Statlen Pall"

The Inéisnavelars Ster , April 5, 1970, "Elegance To Te Recaptured,', by Mary Waldon

“The Tndisnapslis Star, Feb. l, 1971, "Resterstien Awards® (with Star Phete)

The Indianapelis News, Jan.2, 192L, Obituary ef Dr, Allen R. Denten

Indiana Histery Bulletin

®The frvington Renten Heuse Project! by Heward C. Caldwell, Marck, 1966,



