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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if kriown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

| The Decatur Countn Courthouse was bullt 18864~18C0, and 1s w 1

pinl brick building with stoune Trim anc isetructurally scundl

Ite weny arvches end pilasters ere very much in evidence. :
March 1890 remodeling waes compleled by Gaividing the «0' plus

high court rodm, MOVIRE the court to the second . flocr, wud
onverménwrhn Tirst f¢oor o additional officesf‘Tne ole court
TOOm ekbovuud the wideth of the bullding (n te g) wna the Judges
gtand and Jury box were noyth of the walkuwey - uf where 1the
stalyway nowW 0CCULLeS.
The stone~like stucco placed on the exmterior in 1903 is
failing now. Vhere it wos screpped off in 1u72 to sgaln show

only brick end the org dnal stone trdm on the Lowers, one WORders

why the orginal brick surfoce wes ever COVEIret. The color
comtrest is lost, with thne gloowy stucco covering mica benu
The exterlor alterations divided the windows , tho ‘biie trim
ebove was keplt Lo caryy outl Tthe geme lines of arcnibeciure.
The interiocp of the bullding has been much ne5¢eC'“G esp=
eclally the court roomg. The offices ave crowaed uLCouue ¢t
the many historic £lles in their working rooms. FPresently
there is much uaused space which might be utilized 1o belier
sdvantage, The mein hall is most attrective Decause of its
historic floor and needs no dwmprovement, <he walils in the
offices end hells were decorated about & years &go excepl Lo
the Court rooms and its been meany yeers since the WPa palnted
them and there is a Lufde decoration palnued onn the wall that
is still Qluce?nublﬁ end & drzwing of 1t ds euclosed.

The SU”?OuﬂQlﬂg yord is well gruded, bul the ieandscepling
‘leaves something to be desired, ntOu the 11o foot clock towar
‘a series of lgr ‘e toothed aspen uxee; *heve thrived gince &Lioul

T1EYC, gilving noterie Ly far and wide Lo the city of Greensburg.
MBul the trees sesem 16 haye clouded the srchiteciural sign -
lilccnce of the bulldingt® Truly our Courthouse abt its park

is the one ana only Lunamark thalt we have znd should e

pPreserved.

Foctnotes: 1. Sleco hng. Inc. ,Lolumnuu5 Ind. 170

: £, Greensburg Daily FNews aug 18, 1v6t Pg. 1 bec

3. Degcatur Countj'ul Lory - h&1u¢ao iolo pg 81
4, Famous Trees - U.S. Porestry phemplet L¥so

bH.Indiene Courthicuses ol 1luih Lentufy, wo?«ud
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

i .

Architecture : "The Decatur CountV'Cwuatbou%e is one of the
fTinest uhamg1es of the Lomenesyue hcwlvul in the Undlted
States In fact, I can think cf only one De tler ezrewple: The
cld umwthsoal 21 Lu1la_ng in Veshington, D.Co Lawiln Mey, woo
was the architect for seversl Hoosier Count Ly COurTHOUESS and
The present Steate L apitol Bullding, designed the Decatur
County Courthouse.® "Although the present Decatur County
Courthouse weag started in 1804, 1t vies not comgleted untid
18¢0. It ds en interesiing enc curious solubicn, asymmelbisicel
in plen end plCuUreBgLS end remblizg 1nA5¢¢poucuueﬁ Jut ‘
suggestive of the Gothic idiom. Comversely, the semlerrgulur
arcies sre more incdlcative of hommneUﬁue_ezpress%anf——“

Political: Williem Cumback was 4th Congressional Distwxict
Representatlve in 1884 after sdmitted Lo the bar in 18563 here
and later was Lieuvtendmirgovemmor and colliectbor of Internsie
Revenue for 1lz yezrs tho he prauticed law the balance of 40
“years iwm the court of this buildimg.™ It wes thru his indluen
ence that Lincoln stopped here Eeb. 15, 1861 emroute to his
inaughraticon and mede & brief speech, the he had ihecbana
pley several numbers. They played weelkly on the Courthouse
lezwn end later became the 7tn Hegiment Eana early in the Cavil
fars
- U.8, Senatof Thomas (47%) Hendricks upoke at the Court-
house before & large poiitical rally on Sat. April £5th, 18cS.
He luter became U.S. Vice-President in 1884« (7)™
- For ocne week~end during the Civil Var, the new Lourthﬁuoe
becane & ten@org'dfmory anc its park & leouac area for
"fLrocps" on July ¢¢tn, 1963 as word gpread thaeiy "Morgans
Raiders'" were coming and armed advence scouls set foot in our
County. The Tressurer's office had QYOVlSlOPS to feed 1O Leg‘
While V1c111ng Greensburg on a spesking tour in LoUs, Vi,
Jermings Bryan set in a carrisge ontihe 8.W. cormer oi the
- Courthouse Sgudre with Meayor Northern and his visdt is reieii-
bered for his statement thal the Decatur County Courthouse
was the finest specimen of Geothic Architegture that he hud
seen in his travels throughout the World,®
Villiem Allen Vhite used the trees on the Lourthouwe tLower

a5 the subjeet of cone of his femous “GLthIul& aﬂd iater Visit-
the site enroute to Hew York.” . |
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Compencium of National Blography by the Lewis Publisnuirng GG,
Chiczgo 1900 - Geneslogicel end Blogrephicel Recora of Dec.Co
Famous Trecs U. S. Forestry Service 1936
Greensburg Daily Hews 7/11./63, 7/50/635a/18/6375/8f68,8/16/73.
Historical Atlas of Decebur Co L&cz ;
Higtory of Decatur County by Lewls & Harding 1915
Tndicns County Courthouscs of the Wineteenth Centusy Ly
David A Fermensen in 1967-68 Ball State Univ. Feaculty Series
Letters of : Calvin D.
H. Roll ¥cL
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iin, 2/17/73 Stete Pres
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50N OFF] ERTIFIC REGISTER VERIFICATIO!

As the designated State Li:;ison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
£89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been /7 5
[Ty
o

i hereby certify that this property is included in the

WNational Régis ter.

~Zn

. .;I’“ ,7_
Wiy f"fr’?/ﬁ l',./{,!'.‘iifi! /.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Hiétorfc Preservation

Y
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommendad
leve! of significance of this nomination is:
State ) Leecal B

aTTEST: | 4 N,
N ;f
State Tiaison Officer b sff}

Keeper of “The Na tiéqaf Register

o
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