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Materials (continued)
foundation Stone

Concrete
walls Stone/Lirnestone

Wood/ cfapboard
Particle Board

roof Metal
other Cast fron

MetaI
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Other:
Other:
Other:

Narrative Description

Summary
Farml-and Downtown Histori-c District is a compact compendium ofstructures, which are cl-ose to thej-r original condition, ind thusprovide a unique example of the charactei of a midwestern Amerj-can smalltown at the turn of the last century. Farrnlandrs downtown issurrounded, immedj-atelY, by resj-denlial structures, some of which areirnposing enough to i-ndicate the refatj-vely high levef of prosperitywhich exj-sted, especj-aIly during the earljr p.it of this "!"t"iy. Thecommunity was a commercial center for the s-urrounding rural arla, whichthen as now/ spreadE out for severa] mj-Ies around the settlement. oneof the unique aspects of the architecture is that a large number ofimportant buildingsr al-l constructed of brick, r"r. uuiit within thesame yearr or immedj-ately thereafter. Five of the buildings on--ruainstreet were erected j-n 1898 and a sixth., the following year. These aIlremain today, along with nearly a half-'dozen others wfri-irf, date slightlyearl-r-er
This tightly organized col-lection, ylth its pivota] buildings al_ongthe west side of North Main street, provides. miqr" example j-n-a smafltown , of adventurous architectural design by a part-icut_ar irchitecr - i none building, and his probabl_e infl-uenc6 in-thrle others.
The town was founded through the infl-uence of the rail-road. Thistrack remains today (with l-ater addj-tions) and serves as a modestdivider between types of structures. rmmedj-atety to-its north aie rwobuildings, a former hotel and a resj-dential stru'ctuie, each of which hadsome relationship wj-th the early transportation system. Beyond this isa smal] coffection of early twentieth -century luiiaings, two of whj_chv/ere constructed a=. garag"s or showrooms for that new transportationwonder, the automobil-e. Prominent on the landscap" l" the immediatesouth of the tracks is a tall grain elevator, dem6nstrating trre --important connection between a{riculture and the railroad. rn addj_tion,the path of the electric interrlrban, which connected this






















































































