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Paoli Historic District
Name of Property

Orange, IN

County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property. Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check oniv cae box)
X private {J building(s)
(4 public-local & district
(3 public-State O site
(¥ public-Federal {1 structure
{J cbject

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter “N/A" if property is not part of a muitiple property listing.)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1hh 55 buildings
1 0 sites
1 structures
b 2 - objects
153 58 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register '

2

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMESTIC: single dwellins

COMMERCE/TRADE: specialiv store

GOVERNMENT ; courthouse

COMMERCE/TRADE: restaurzsni

GCOVERNMENT: post office

DOMESTIC: multiple dwelling

RELIGION: religious structure

TRANSPORTATION: road-relzted

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling
COMMERCE/TRADE: specialty store
GOVERNMENT : courthouse
COMMERCE/TRADE: restaurant
GCOVERNMENT: post office
DOMESTIC: multiple dwelling

RELIGION: religious structure
TRANSPORTATION: road-related

7. Description

Architectural Classification
- (Enter categories from instructions)

ITALIANATE

QUEEN ANNE

GREEK REVIVAL

Narrative Description

Materials .
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation _BRICK"

~walls WOCD: weatherboard
BRICK
roof ASPHALT
other GLASS

(Describe the historic and cufrent condition of the property on one of more continuation sheets.)




Paoli Historic District Oranzs, 1IN '

Name ¢! Propenty County ane State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property approximately 65

UTM References

(Place acditional UTHN rzlzrences on a continuziion sheet)

1016 [5]4.5 7.6,0] [4,2]6,7{9,9,0] 316 [514,516.9-0. [4,2]6,70,0,0]
Zooe: Eastng Northing Zorne Easting Northing

o116l [sleesi1,0] [4.206,7[0,0,0 allie [sla;sl7i57c: [4,2]6,7]8,6.0]

(3 sz= zontnuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the bouncengs of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Expizn why the bounzzrizs were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

namehitle Laurs Thayer, Historic Preservation Zcnsultant for

orcanization Paoli Chamber of Commerce date Aoril 12, 1634
strest & number _= /2 Fif Street izlephor= 812/378-0800
City or town Columbus stat= Ik le code L7201

Addiiional Documentation
Submi the following irz2s with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS mapu(7',5 or. 15 nfninute' series)' indicating th2 propert;’s ‘iocation. -

A Sketcl"_; mép for histg'ric ai;s ricts and properties ha"mg larc= :-:reag—:; lr:.-' ‘hu«;nerous resd;r:es.
Photographs

Represeniziva black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Checx w»itn the SH=T = PO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Compiete this ttem ' 1~z request of SHPO or FPO)

name

stregt & number :2lephor=

city or town ______ . - staiz zip code

Paperwork Reduction Az: Statement: This information 1s being collected for applicanio>ms 10 the tf.z-onal Register of Hsrznc Places to nominate
progeri=rs for isting o rmune ehigibiity lor isung. to Iist properties, 2nc 1o amenc xsung hist Response 10 this ra-zuest 1s required 1o obtain
a2 benel in acconiarte w0 ine Hational Hisione Preservation Acl, as amanded (16 U 3 T 470 er 201 )

Estimated Burden Statement Public reporting burden for this torm ts estimated to 2w2rage 18 | ~ours per response inniocing iime for reviewang
NSrusIeens, gathero ~I maintaining cata. and compieting and reviewming the form ract commerss regarding this buscan estmate of any aspect
o! this {orm 1o the Tran ~J~nnusxrauve Services Division, National Park Service, P C 3cx 37127 sashington, DC 20013 7127, and the Otfice ot
ttanagement and fiuce Paperwork Recuctions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, 2«2 20503




Faoli %1cuorlc Distric
'Namn of r,(, x,

Crznge, 1IN

Cou-', and State

8. Statement of Significance

Apphcablp Malional Register Criteria

(Mark T one O more toxes lor the creesz sualifying the prosae

for Hatonal Register asting )

£ A Property is associated with events thal have maz
a.significant contribution to the broad patterns ¢t
cur hisiory.

(J B Property is associated with the iives of persons
significant in our pasl.

£1 C Property embodies the distincirve characteristics
of a type, period, or method oi construction or
reprasants the work of a masier. or possesses
high arustic values, or represznis a significant &n2
distinguishable entity whose ccmponents lack
incivigual distinction.

{1 D Property has yielded, or is lixely 1o yield,
information important in prehisiory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark Tx7an all the Toxes that apgply )

Property is:

3 A owned by a religious institution ¢r used for
raligious purposes.

(1 B removed frem its original locatizn

{1 C =z birthplace or grave

(1D =z cemsiery

L E e reconé:#uc&éd building, object. or struciu-re."

i F a commemorative property.

[} G less than 50 years of age or achieved significarcz

‘Areas of Significance

(Enter calegsr =5

COMMERC:

fromonstruct:ons)

GOVERDND E

Period of Significance

c. 18LG - c. 1940

Significant Dales

Significant Person
(Complete i Cmerion B is marked above;}

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

M/A

Architect/Builder

within the past 50 years. Harmon, William Watscn
Pugh, Hugh
Narrative Statement of Significance
(Expiain the signicance of the properly on cae Of more Continuai:on saeels )
9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibilography
(Cite the boows, arucles, and olher sources uses in prepanng th:s iZrm on one or more cont.acaticn sheels )

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

77 prefiminary determination of ncividual listing (32
CFR 87) has been requested
i ! previously listed in the Naticnai Fegister
! previously determined eligible by the Nationa!
Reagister

dasignit

ed a National Historic Landmark
C o orocordad by Historic Amernican Suilldings Surve,

Frecordard by His :orlc Amnnc<.r
Recorct # .

Zngineering

Primary location of additional data:

] State Historic Preservation Ofice

{J Other Slaie agency
(J Federza! agency
{J Local government
lf] University

i) O'her




National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section No. 2 Page 1 Paoli Historic District

Roughly bounded by W. Fiith Street, Lick Creek, N.E. Third Street, and Railroad Street.




National Register of Histor:c Places
Continuation Sheet

Section No. 5 Page 1 Pezoli Historic District

Contributing resources pre--ously listed in the National Register:
Thomas Newby Braxtan Hcuse

Orange County Courthouse




National Register of Histcric Places
Continuation Sheet

Section No. 7 Page 1 Pzoli Historic District

The Paoli Historic Districz comprises a large part of the town of Paoli, located near the
center of Orange County i= southern Indiana. Orange County is located in a scenic, hilly
area of the state. Much o7 the county is rural. The principal towns are Paoli, the county
seat, Orleans, French Lick. and West Baden Springs. Paoli, located near the center of the
county, has a population ¢ about 3,600. Orleans, about seven miles to the north, has
approximately 2,200 peog.z. The combined population of French Lick and West Baden
Springs, which are adjacez: towns about eight miles west of Paoli, 1s roughly 3,000.

Paoli is located on Lick C-z2k in a valley surrounded by rolling hills. U.S. 150 goes
through Paoli from southezst to northwest. It follows the route of the old New Albany-
Vincennes Road. It wes t=2 first road to be macadamized by the State of Indiana, in 1839.
State Road 56 transverses 2=e town from east to west, and State Road 37 runs from north
to south. These highways ziso follow the paths of early roads linking Paoli to other
towns. In 1885, a spur of zze Monon Railroad was completed through Paoli. The tracks,
which extended across the —orth end of town, have been removed. The Monon depot was
located on the west side ¢ N. Gospel Street, just north of the tracks, in the vicinity of
what is now Monon Drive

The courthouse square is = the center of the town. It is a Lancaster square, whichis a
Philadelphia square with & courthouse. Four streets enter the center of the square, where
_ the Orange County Courizouse is located. There are only three examples of Lancaster

- squares in Indiana. The otzers, besides the one in Paoli, are in Salem, the seat of
'Washington County, and Jzsper, the seat of Dubois-County. (Shelbyville, in Shelby
County, also has this tvpe : 7 square, but the courthouse is no longer located there.)

Most of the historic disiiz: i1s contained within the original plat, which was bounded by
Lick Creek, W. Fifth Sirezz. Thornton Street, and the Second Principal Menidian. (The
Second Principal Meridiz= ‘s one of the lines used for land surveying. Where it crosses the
Base Line a few miles sou:> of Paoli is the Initial Point, the point which is the basis for all
land surveys in Indiana.) Tne district includes the courthouse square, the surrounding
commercial area, and adjzzznt residential areas. The town follows a regular north-south,
east-west grid pattern. Mzin Street is the principal east-west street, and Gospel Street is
the main north-south sires:  The axes of these streets intersect at the courthouse square.

Within the boundaries o7 :=2 historic district are a total of 213 buildings, structures, sites,
and objects. One hundre< znd fifty three of these contribute to the character of the
district, and 58 do not. O 2 total of 201 buildings, 144 are counted as contributing and
S5 are counted as noncon:=buting. Two of the contributing buildings, the Orange County
Courthouse and the Thomzs Newby Braxtan House, were previously listed in the National
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Section No. 7 Page 2 Paoli Historic District

Register of Historic Places, and are not reflected in the resource count in Section 5. The
noncontributing buildings are historic buildings which have been altered extensively, or
buildings constructed after the period of significance. There are four contributing
structures. Three are bridges, and one is the lithia well on the south side of W. Main
Street. The one noncontributing structure a 1957, concrete, state highway bridge at the
south end of W. First Street.” There is one contributing site, Lithia Springs Parx. There
are four contributing and two noncontributing objects, all on the courthouse sguare.

The main commercizl area of Paoli has always been located on the streets which surround
the courthouse square. In the early days of the town, the buildings on the square were
wood. Nearly all of these were destroyed by a series of fires in the late 19th century and
were gradually replaced by brick buildings, most of which date from about 1850 to 1920
The majority of these are simple buildings, one to three stories in height, constructed to
house stores. Among-other types of buildings are the public library (photo 30). z hote!
(photo 35), and a garage (right in photo 29). Commercial buildings on the ouiside of the
square include a warehouse and a creamery (photo 41). The Dr. J.H. Sherrod House,
built in 1885, is located in the northeast corner. There is a c. 1920 house located on the
alley in the northeast corner of the square. On the outside of the square, on the north side
of Water Street, are the Gabbert House, built c. 1870, and a c. 1890 cottage (photo 45)

The courthouse itself is an imposing Greek Revival building, completed in 1830, There
are several objects on the courthouse square. The contributing objects are two Civil War
cannons, placed on the square in 1903; a fountain installed by the-Women's Christian
Temperance Union in 1941; and the "Buhrstone Marker,” dedicated in 1940, a memorial
to Revolutionary soldiers buried in Orange County, composed of buhrstones from eariv
county mills. There are also two noncontributing objects, placed after the period of
significance. These are the Indiana Initial Point Memorial, which was built in 1973; anc
the 1949 Gold Star Memonal.

Historically, industrial buildings were located on Lick Creek. main roads, or the Mono=n
Railroad. A 1904 flour mill remains on the north bank-of Lick Creek on the east side ofS.
Gospel Street, but has been altered extensively (right in photo 44). The building located
on the southwest corner of W Third and W' Main Streets was built as a boutlinz plant for
lithia water about 1520 (photo 22). Other extant industrial buildings are locatel outsicz
the boundaries of the historic district.

There are two buildings associated with government located adjacent to the sguare. Tres
are the old Orange County Jail. completed in 1858 (photo 43). and the U.S. Pos: Office.
completed in 1937 (photo 7).
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