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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
fhere are four bulldings included in this grouping at Trlnity ln Jay County, The

St. l'{arys of the Woods Convent is approximately two miles west of the Ohlo-Indi"ana llae on
Ehe south side of St. Rt. 67 ebout 500 feet back a long 1ane. Originally built to houee
the nriests, brothers, and sisters of the Societv of the Host Precl.ous Blood in 1855, it ir
nov a pri.rate resldelrce. The Hol1'Trinity church, reet,ory and sehool are located about !nile farther west on the same hi.ghwa.r and are or'rned by the Catholic diocese at \ffayetteand the parish.

The nain building of the origi:.ral convent comilex is a handscme f,wo-storv brick
structur:'.'ith irstitutiora-1, nassiveneis and..'ernacul,al Gei-nan detaiLs. AlL irierlor aicl
exl;::ic:- :.'a1l.s a:'e tr+elve inci,es thicl.,. are loeC-beariag a:C ha;e auilt in ilues ibat leaC
to r,i e :. .ee ch 1sinerrs for thr stcv€J iirat ua:e j.n e r:11: ::ocr:l. Ti:is huge buil<ling is

' s-'Elnei::i:allj.'" Lralanced with f:lre ba;s o:l 5/6 dsuble hu::g forind arci:ecl wi.ndows aL Lhe fgpat
a:C.aulir aac';lrree ba"s at the sides. A central doom.,al'to the frort has an added cne-lra:i *;trard* pc'rch. I:r tb gable ends are p*lr6 of quarter fan rrindoss undet a. uLde':*d{te
frieae' A two-ster)'veranda poreh originally extendeC across tle ent!.re r*esf faEade *bire
it is said the settlers cane'to tbe sisterE for herbs and eedlcine. llcqr a one-story geragc
is attaehed to Lhe south

The High Gothic church was designed ead bullt ln 1885 by Anton De Curtlns. and hle sonr
The elaborate brick and stone church has a proJecting central tmer uith etone buttresseg

I aild three tlers of sbargly pointed gables. t6g Ueff toser !$at bge ftyfng butlre$pee Ls
trinsred nith four large and four smaller pointed store gablea and supports a eoarlng steepl
and gilded crose. Built for 9181000 less funuishlngs, lt h^as a floo; plan of 60r x 14.0t
with a seating capacity of 400. Stained glacs lancet vindcrs with tracery and keyatorres er
u4der wa.ves'of corbelli-qg and q qtone curbir1g on three sldee of tbe'cb3rrch. t_}p qqtn .

entrance lditb iE€ snr.rmnf,sl stone gable peah,aEd.cros_s acce.rtB a compound arch rltb t.racet
Doub1eg1ass.doore,harae.rebentl.yrep1aced'theor-1g1na1'pani1ed'w.oodei_dobie'"

, fbe ia8.rior has a eeiling that {s fntricAte-ly,earved arrd hes paintinga Ef tbe ts€[re
apostles. fhe ."1r4B-high naln altar was brought from Geraany oe€r a'centuiy a!o.' It bae
figures that represent the Eoly Trinlty and tha saint€- of the Catholic Cburch ia ite

I Gothlc spooluork and splendor. Ir eloaely reseubles tha tno si.de altbrs.

: dooinated by a handsome three-bay open poreh that shelters a double door entrance witb'
, sidelights. The porch has wooden columrs reith Ronan hric capltals, turned balluster$ that

supPort a rsooden handrail, and Lartice rcork around the opea foundation. The house heri a
wide stone vater table Lhat aceenls the stone foundation and basexnent . ,

i rhe 1909 brick one-story school is 34' x 65'vlth a fu11 basement. Iocated east of thi rectory" i.t. has a square bell ift/er with crosa-tipped pyrauidal robf. Stone belt, cour:ses',
horizontall,y divide the proJecting torrer l.nto three eections. ?he top s€ction is nory
bricked-in where the open arches of the belfry were. The loresL sectl.on has double daorswith a semi-eircular fanllp;ht surrounded by three rows of brick vith keystone. A 1953
brlck addition is to the south which forms a T-shape.
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STATEM ENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The grouping of religious buildin;s at Triuity is hi.storicall-y significant because iis a settleuent founded during the arte-bellunn reform novernen! of Father Francis de Sa1es

Brunner and his comnrnal Society of the Most Precious-Blood. This zealous Catholic prles
brought bis foLlsltere fro'o Europb.!9 the Blaek $*aqqland of, vesrern Ohlo ia 1846. fit"y
donLnated the Cathol{c eettl"mnt..of thts part of Oirio with their s"tools, 

-"f,.rr"t", 
"rrit-rainin8 centers; and- they congi,nse qo strongly'lnfluehce thg culture of ihe 

".** toarf.
Juat wro biles fron the ohio-fndiana border, th1e Indiana parl.sh il frittty ls wllhin ihecircle that hss a radius of tweaty-tro niles frm ihe ftrst"eonvent conplei st Usria Steil
ia adjaeent liercer County, OhLa. '*ere sere sLx convent coqlexes bul1t fron 1846 to lg5r
Ouly two of the na{a convent buildlags reoain. ?he gt. l{arye of the Woode coilrent 3,t,lrlnity ls the fltEo! ltest and .tbe..largeet. Ib1e 1855 brtck srructure was forerly
euveloped by a chepelnibarns, aad'fein outbuil.dirqgs tbat wera built afrer Fatber tlilll.bal.Illllirs arrival in l'854 witb two brotbers and four sisters wbo were members of the societ'
f,hay ferned t'he 240 eeres they'purehesed as they alss minLst€rcd tE the nearbjy fltholicc*
?he other reaai,nlng brlct< naiu etructure of a convent couplex ts-crl$riPal4'at Casee&ls'laliercer County. It 1.8 lncluded la tbe thenatlc groupiag o! .ppro*inately sevent5r frutld{ngr
thet are scattered.$ lppfoxlnltely forty parieies i" Iae go**r*,.of.folr.csrnttes in 0htr
aed the two ln k*liairi'Cround TrLnity. Tbat theaatte griiplag fs'ttn*nn 

"i'T6| 
I*nd.af,

the_Cross-Tipped !\fcUeg;'"o9 !ra9 lgen approved by the ohio Eistoric Sire preservarioa
Advisory Boird. It'was Listed ln'the Natiiroal f;.egister on July 26 j t979. -:

Eleven Catholic falnillee built a log church for $100 la 1861 at Trtnlty. Tf,e partshgraruntll in 1885, the present brick chuich !ra6 constructed, althcugh tbe priect cent:lnge<to live at the convent, T.then p*iy. Julian l.layer bought l! acres of iand to bulld a recton
and school in 19C9,'he'establiehid the parl.sh aa a separate entity. Today there s.re aboui
80 farntlies in the parlsh wlth *'rembership of approxip*tel,y 40&500.

SPECIFICDATES 1955-1909 BUILDER/ARCH ITECT

There is ar:other parish nearby assoclated with rhe Society of the Host Precious BLoo<
The lrlsh memberE of the Bo11' tsloiry parlsh broke avay in ISBg and built the Sr. Uarys
Church, knsrdn as Irish Settlerent church, about t,hree and oae-half niles northea'gt ofTr,inity in Adams County. Slnce this oodest brick church vas rebuilr after a fire in 1940
and since the rectory is a frare bungalow from 1919, these two parish structures are
considered to have narglnal architectural slgnlficance and are not included in the
notination.

The Holy Trinley C1rurch le architeeturally significant becauge ir is one of the aost
elaborate Gothic churehes deelgned by Anton De Curtins and his eons, The De Curtlns familfrou Hercer County deslgned and/or constructed over twenty knor*n churches frou 1g54 to 191ln the parlehes in Ehe thenatlc grouplng. The 140r tower and cross-tlpped spire coniinueto domlnate the fl"at Indiana farmland and ls the most impreseive structure in Wabash Townr
{n Jay CounLy. The ceillng paintlngs of the tselve apostles uere done in 1898 by a noted
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St. Marys of the l,Joode Convent, HoLy Trlni.ty Church, recEory and School
Jay County, Indlana
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Sangulnist (Society of the Uost Precloue Blood nenber) artlst, Rev. Pautlnus Trost. The
main altar of rlchly carved wood ie virtually lrreplaceable as a work of arr. Many sl"i,iilar
altars have been removed and destroyed tn a recene eptdernic of chu::ch remodelings,

Ther r:ectory is archi.tecturall-y slgniflcant becauae lt closely resembles fifteen other
Carholic rectoi:les, many butlt by the De Curtlns, that are incLuded in the thernatic groupinJl.
They are a1.1" large, brick, two-story, square houaes wlth pyrarnidal or hipped roofs and
front porches Ehat span the facade. When the archblahop in Clnclnnatt directed al:out 1n05
thaL each pai;isli should furnieh a residence for the prLeet, thle styLe of house appeared
in the neii;hbor:ing partehes in Ohlo and eurely lnfluenced the constructlon of this ele$ant
one at Triitity

The 1909 brick parochial echool ie archltecturally inportant because lt ls a handeome
tu:-r'r of the centur:y buildlng with ltallan V1114 projeeting square bell. tower. 1\o'o other
schools of simil-ar st,yle vere bullt ln ltercer County for Catholtc parishee by the De Curtins.
It has historlcal signlfl.cance becauee lt wee the flret blllngunL (Englleh and Gerrnan)
gchool ln Jay County. The sietere adntnlatered and taught here unttl 1967 when tt was
used by Ehe publlc school system for two years. Hoqr lt ls ueed for rellgiorr clagses for
the ehlldren of the nartsh.

IreJa No. 10., Geographlcal !.ata

Zone 16 St, I'larye of the Woode Convent

Holy Trlnlty Catholic Church
Holy Trinity CathoLic Rectory
Holv Trlnltv Cathol.lc School

683080, 4489840

682680, 4489920
6827LA, 4489900
68274A, 4489924
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