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See instructlons In How to Complete Natlonal Regisler Forms
Type al I entrles-complete appl i cable s€ctions

1. Name
Herriott House

and/orcommon Brown-Ritchey House

2. Location
streer & number 696 North Main Street N/A not lor publication

city, town Frankl i n Yl vicinlty of scrfi EnFstlt??afdf ntrtt

Indi ana code 018 county Johnson code 091

3. Glassification
Category OwnershiP
o dlstrlct -!- public

^ buildlng(s) n private

- 
structure 

- 
both

- 
site Public Acquisition

- 
object 

- 
in Process

-N/f,nn 
considered

Status
X occupied

- 
unoccupied

- 
work in progress

{,pcessible
^ yes: restricted

- 
yes: unrestricted

_no

Present Use

- 
agriculture

- 
commercial

- 
educalional

- 
entertainment

- 
government

- 
industrial

- 
military

_ museum

- 
park

X private residence

- 
religious

- 
scientilic

- 
transportation

- 
olher:

Joan Ritchey Knox (Mrs. John Knox), 9dn., & Margaret Ruth Ritchey

street&number 3100 Backmeyer Road

clty, town Ri chmond N/A-- vtcinity of srare Indi ana 47374

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, reglstry of deeds, etc. JOhnSOn COUnt-y COUfthOUSe

stre€t & number Main Street

clty, town Frankl i n state [ndiana 461 31

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
tltle N/A has thls prop€rty been determlned ellglble? 

- 
yes X no

- 
federal 

- 
rtate 

- 
county 

- 
local

dGposltory for survey recorde N/R

clty, town !tale



7. Description
Condltlon

- 
arcellenl

X good

- 
hlr

Checl one
_- deterloratcd 

- 
unallered

- 
rulnc X aftered

- 
unexposed

Gheck onc
X orlginalslte

moved date N,/A

Dcrcrlbr tha prercnt and orlglnel (il knownf phyrlcel rppolttnco
The Herriott House is a two-story structure'located on a large corner lot in what is now a
residential section of Frank'lin, Indiana. The structure is of simple ttalianate design
with a truncated hip roof and an atypical rectangular plan. The foundation afld eXterior
walls are of brick,'laid up in common bond. 0riginally, the house had four chimneys; only
one of these remains, situated toward the north corner of the house.

The house was constructed with its main facade paralle'l to the Madison and Indianapo'lis
Road (now Franklin's Main Street); therefore, the house faces northeast. This northeast
facade is f ive bays wide and 'is synnnetrical . The center bay on the ground f'loor contains
the rnain entry door, surmounted by a rectangu'lar transom and a brick, segmental arch.
All other bayi in this facade contain four-over-four doub'le-hung windows w'ith segmental
arched tops and stone sil'ls, except the window in the center bay on the second floor,
which was converted to a door late in the'l9th century to provide access to a porch-top
deck. Unl'ike more elaborate Ita'lianate houses, this structure has plain, proiecting
eaves with cornice fasc'ia. A p1ain, narrow frieze beneath the eaves carries smal'1,
scrollcut brackets. The frieze and the brackets are part'ial'ly obscured by the shadow of
the roof overhang.

Sometime between 
.|876 

and 1884, an e'laborate wooden porch was added to the northeast
facade. This porch stretches across the three middle bays and is supported by six
turned wooden posts. Scro'lled brackets at the top of these posts support a decorative
saw-toothed frieze, surmounted by a box gutter. The roof of this porch also serves as
a balcony; consequently, an elabbrate railing with scroll-cut balusters runs around the
perimetei of the porch roof. This porch was taken down in'1979 because it was deterior-
iting, but it was rebuilt in .|98.|, using as much of the original materia'l as possible.
Physica'l and photographic evidence was used to insure accuracy in this restoration.

All other facades of the house are similar to the northeast wall in their roof trim and

window detail. t^lindow spacing varies to accommodate the original chimney flues.

The floor plan of the house is that of a two-story, four pen structure with a centra'l
ha11way. A staimay'leads from the ground floor hallway to the second floor; this stair-
case ii one of the more decorative features of the house, with turned balusters' orna-
mental brackets, and an e'laborate newel post. Most of the staircase is wa'lnut, as is
much of the firit ttoor woodwork. Floors throughout the first story are oak, while
those on the second floor are poplar.

The Herriott House grounds, a'lmost an acre in area, formerly contained severa'l out-
buildings, but none are sti'tt standing. Other structures on surrounding l.ots inc'lude
the late igth and early 20th century homes on Main Street and the more modern homes

located to the north. 
-The Hemiott House is the only one of its age and sty'le in the

innned'iate area



nificance
Porlod

- 
prehlstorlc

_ 140(F1499
_ 15qF1599
_ 160F1699

v 17(xF1799

^ 1800-1899
_ 19oF

-.,- agrlculturca archltecturc

- 
ert

_ commgrct

- 
economicg

- 
educatlon - 

llleraturc

- 
mllltary - 

sculptur"

- 
eoclal/
humanltarlan

- 
theater

Arerr of Slgnlflcancc-Gheck end lurtify below
_ archeology-prehlstorlc 

- 
communlty plannlng 

- 
landscape archllecture- rellglon

- 
archeology-hlatorlc 

- 
conservatlon 

- 
law 

- 
sclencc

- 
englneerlng 

- 
muglc

X erploratlon/settlement-phlloeophy

- 
communlcatlonr 

- 
lndustrY
lnvontlon - 

polltlcs/govsrnmtnt 

- 
transPortatlon

- 
other (speclty)

tpeclflc detcr .|860-1865 Builder/Archltect PrObabl John Herriott
3tatemcnt ol Slgnlflcance lln one paragraphf

The Herriott House is significant as a vlel'l-preserved example of a mid-l9th century'
middle-class residence which has survived with almost no alterations. The house is
notable as an atypical Ita1ianate structure, wjth an unusual rectangular plan and simple
cornice and windbw detailing. There are other Italianate structures in the city of
Franklin, but they are of the more famifiar type with irregu'lar massing, ornate vrindow

treatment, and elaborate cornice and frieze detailing. The Herriott House would seem

to be un'ique to the area in terms of its sty'le and its state of preservation.

The house is also associated with one of the most prominent families in Frank'lin's early
development. Samue'l Herriott came to the area in'1820 and helped establish the town.
His brother, John, came to the area in 18?7 and, at one time, served as County Treasurer.
In lB30 he and Samuel bought a large parcel of land that included the site of this house.
The house, itself, is thought to have been built by John Herriott somet'ime between 

.I860

andls65.ThepropertyremainedintheHerriottfamilyuntillsS4,whenitwassoldto
Stephen Brown. 

.Brown'i 
descendants st'il1 own the property and recently rebuilt the

front porch.
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1O. Geographical Data
Acreage of nomlnated property 0.86 acre

Qurdranglc n"-" Frankl i n Indi ana

UMT References

A lt,o I lsla't lt ,g,ol
Zone Eastlng

cl r | | I , | , ' I

Quadrangle scale 1:24000

Easting Northing

lrlrlrrl ol r | | r I r | ' ' I

e | ' ll | ' I ' ' | | ' | , Ll I rl rl I I r | , ' | | r I ' I r ' I

cl r I I | ' | , , | | ' I , I r r I xl r I I rl , I r ' I

LJ
Zone

4t3l7r01919r0
Northlng

Verbal boundary deecription and justification A part
Township 12 North, Range 4 East of the Second
described as follows: (See Continuation Sheet)

of the Northwest quarter of Section 14,
Principal Meridian in Johnson County, Indiana,

Llst all rtater and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state county code

I l. Form Prepared By
name/title Joan Ritchey Knox (Mrs. John J. Knox)

organlzation N/R January 27, 1981

srreer & number 3.|00 Backmeyer Road telephone 3'l 7/966-2.| 03

clty or torvn Ri chmond Indiana 47374

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Gertification
The evatuated signlflcance of this property within the state is:

- 
natlonal

-- 
state X tocal

Ag the deslgnated State Hlstorlc Preservatlon Otlicer for the National Historic Preservatlon Act of 1966 (Publlc Law 8S
665), I hereby nomlnate thls prop€rty for lnclusion in the Natlonal Reglster and certify that it has been evaluated
accordlng to th€ crlterla and procedures set forth by Qp Natlonal Park Servlce.

State Hlstorlc Preservatlon Officer slgnature

ttb Indiana State Historic Preservati

Altactr
Chbf d Regbtratioa

fi cer oate 6-8-82
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Serviee

National Register of Historic Places
lnventory-Nomination Form
Continuation street Herriott House Item number Page 1

Commencing at the most Northeaster'ly corner of Lot No. I in the Davis and
Walters RaAition to the C'ity of Franklin, Indiana, as recorded in Plat Book
4, Page 8, of the records of the Recorder of Johnson County, Indiana; thence
South-S5o l2 m'inutes West on and along the Northerly'l'ine of said Lot No. I a

d'istance of ?.87 feet; thence South 36o 09 minutes East on and along the East
line of sa'id Lot No. I a distance of 20.00 feet to the P'lace of Beginn'ing of
this described tract; thence North 55o l2 mjnutes East 209.00 feet to a point
on the West ljne of North Main Street jn the City of Franklin, Indiana; thence
South 36" 09 minutes East on and along last sa'id t{est line of North Main Street
a distance of .l71.00 feet to an iron pin; thence South 55"'12 minutes west 123.00
feet to an iron pjn; thence South 36" 09 minutes East 18.00 feet to an iron p'in;
thence South 55o 12 m'inutes West 86.00 feet to an iron pin'located on the East
line of said Lot No. I in the Davis and l,Jalters Addition; thence North 36'09
minutes West on and along'last sajd East line a distance of 189.00 feet to the
Place of Beginning, Contajning 0.86 Acre, more or less, subiect to al1 lega1
rights-of-way and easements.

l0
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