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1. Name of Property
historic name _Wasnington Commercial Historic District
‘other names/site number.027-663-31000 -

' 2. Location

street & number_Roughly bounded by Meridian, Chessie System. ~ nlgalnot for publication
city, town Washington ' _nlgalvicinity
state IN code IN county Daviess ~__code (27 zip code 47501

3. Classification

Ownership of Property " Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
m private D building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
BJ public-local . district ‘ 88 29 puildings
[ ] public-State . [site : sites
D public-Federal D structure structures

[ Jobject 1 objects

89 29 Total

Name of related multiple property listing: i Number of contributing resources previously

listed in the National Register

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

b
l

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
LTL} nomination [___] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property G(jmeets Ddoes ngt meet_the Natiprial Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.
Tt ezl 720 %0

Signature of certifying official / Date

Indiana Department of Natural Resources '
. State or Federal agency and bureau

in my opinion, the property Dmeets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
1, hereby, cerlify that this property is:

Dentered in the National Register.
D See continuation sheet.

[:]determined eligible for the National
Register. D See continuation sheet.

[:]determined not eligible for the
National Register.

[_Jremoved from the National Register.
L_]other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper ’ Date of Action




6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories f ruct
MR B TRADE gbusﬁ"egssr“ ions)

COMMERCIS/IRADE proi eos,ldnal'

COMMERCE/TRADE financial institu-

tion

Currem Functlons (enter categones from mstructtons)

AL

'F:R(‘T/TP/T'ﬂ_ bquchj
Ly wii— . prolessional

: COMMERCE/TRADL financial institu-

tlon -

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categor,ies from instructions)

FEDERAL
ITALIANATE
NEO-CLASSICAL

Materials (enter categories from instructions).”

foundation - BRICK
. walls _ BRICK
’ STONE
foof _ ASPHALT
_other METAL:cast iron

CONCRETE

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

[} See continuation sheset




d. Slglement or axgnmcance

Certitying official has consuiered the S|gnmcance of thrs propeny in relation to other properties:

l:] nationally [:] statewzde [E locally
.Applicable National Reglster Cntena .A DB -C DD

Crttena_Consuderahons (Exceptions) [:]A s e Jo LJe [Jrf DG

'~ Significant Dates

n/a

Areas of Significance (enter categdries from instructions) . Period of Significance
COMMERCE = o 1815-1940
POLITICS/GOVERNMENT .

» TRANSPORTATION
ARCHITECTURE .

Cultural Affiliation
n/a
Signjficant Person S ' Archuect/Buuder
7 S _ Bayard, John B.

English Brothers

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

@See continuation sheet




9. Major Bibliographical Referenéesv B S

Previous documentation on file (NPS).

[ pretiminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)
has been requested :

[:] previously listed in the National Register

Dpreviously determined eligiblé by the National Register

Ddesignated a Nationa! Historic Landmark

Drecorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey #

D recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data: .
State historic preservation office
[lother State agency

D Federal agency

[:] Local government

D University

D Other

Specify repository:

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property approxXimately <<

unﬁ Rgferences
A |1,6] 1418,417,4,0) 14217,818,0,0]

Zone  Easting . Northing
cll.6] 1418,512,00) 14,217.813,6,0!

B lug) 1418,511,9,0] 14.217,817,9,0

Zone  Easting Northing

o 1,6 1418,417,3:0] 14,217.813,2,0}

[_:JSee continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

E]See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

[z:\ See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte __waura Thayer, Mistoric Preservation Consultant

organization TDaviess County Historic Landmarks, IYCdate February 2, 1990

street & number 3002 I’ 500 West Road

telephone £12/372-6806

city or town _Columbus

state 1il zip code L7201
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Street and Numbex

E. Fifth, and E. Hefron Streects.
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COMMERCE/TRADE: specialty store
COMMERCE/TRADE: department store

GOVERNMENT: courthouse, city hall, post office
TRANSPORTATION: rail-related

Current Funtions

COMMERCE/TRADE: specialty store
GOVERNMENT: courthouse, city hall
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The Washington Commercial Historic District is located in
Washington, Daviess County, Indiana. Washington is situated
a few miles northeast of the forks of the White River. The
district, which comprises the historic commaercial area of the
Daviess County seat, ig rcoughly bounded on the sonth by the
Chessie System Railroad, on the east by State Load 57, on the
north by Hefron Street, and on the west by Meridian Street,
The district is a grid composed of blocks approximately 240
feet square and streets approximately 60 feet wide. For
the most part, the Luildinge are brick, and vavry from one to
thres stories in height. Most of the Luildinegs are arvoamred
in a conventional manner, with uniform setbacks. Tl L v
generally cxtend from one 2nd of 2 block to the other, alleys
being almost nonexistent. Sidewalks and curbs are concrete,
and streets are asphalt.

The district was originally part of the plat of the village
of Liverpool, the first settlement in Daviess County, laid
out in 1815 The: settlement war roplattod Washington in
1817 when 1t waz bpamed the oot of county gevernmoent.

The block bounded by E. Hefron, N.E. Third, E. Walnut, and
N.E. Second was designated as the courthouse sguare. The
street on the north side of the courthouse sguare, now
Hefron, was "Hain” originally. The name was later
bestowsd upon the street thres blocks couth.  This was the
street on which the Vinccones aod Mew Albany Tarnpike, an
ecarly and imporitant slate voad, paoscd through the village.
It undoubtedly was in better cendition than other streets,
And, since it was the street most travelers would use through
Washington, it was the legical route on which to set up a
commercial establishment. This i the proason the conrthouse
is removed from Lhe main cowmeroinl ciracet, snoovpusuaal
situaticn in the typical Indioane counnty saeat.

P

The diestrict is in the shape of an inverted "T." The
courthouse (photo 1), a Neo-classical structure which
replaced an earlier courthuoe in 19280 1o located at the
northeen Cip of thee lictevot City Hatl (pheto 18), wothar
Neo-clasaical Luilding, conctructed in 1916, is located in
the nest Lioclh souilh.

)

The next streel south is Main, the street where most of ihe
stores and offices have been located since the beginning of
the settlement. . Main Strest hag alsce been Lhe location of
hotels, thealers, social organizations, and residences,

Here, thoere ave s large number of Ttalisanate otyle buildings.
I the Aigtrict am oA whele, ihic atyle 1o soecn in 205 of the
buildings. Mest of the Iizlispsts boildings retoln oloaborvate
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cast iron or pressed metal work. Tomple Court (right in
photo 3), a large commercial block located on the sottheant
corner of 8.I. First and . Main Streets, is particularly
notable in this regard. Although the first story exterior of
+his building has been altered, and some of the gecond story
windows covered over, much of the extensive and highly
decorative pressed metal work rewaing. Among other
Ttalianate style buildings, all brick buildinpgs with in
metal ornamentation, are 1 EFast Mailn (vight in photo 2), <.
1890; 206 E. Main (partially visible on right in rhoto 6), c.
1880; 207 E. Main (fourth from left in photo gy, c. 1880; 208
E. Main (fourth from right in photo 7), <. 18803 200 . HMain
(fifth from left in phote 8), <. 1880; 311 F. Main, o. 13305
A00-406 B, Main, <. 1880; 408-410 E. Mouin, o 1TH90 . and 4972
E. Main, <. 1880.

ST I

Main Street also beoasts of a number of distinguished 20th
century buildings. The most visible of these is the Tudor
Revival Peoples lational Bank ( photo 19), located on
the scutheast corner of S.E.  Second and . Main Streets.
Across the street ic the Washington MNational Baohk {phaote 6,
designed in the contrasting Heo-olaseiocal Olbyle. J GEREA AT U
Main (second {from left in photo 8), there iz o owall but
elegant brick building with terva cotta ornamncntation,
influenced by the Chicago Style. Also worthy of note are the
Mission Revival Indiana Theater (photeo 9), located at 411 E.
Main, and an Arts and Crafte commercial hailding, located at
471 E. 0 Main. ’

There are Lwo vacant areas on Main Strect.  These are Lhe
northeast corner of Meridian and E. Main, and the southeast
corner of E. Main and Third. There were on the first corner
four small commercial buildings as late as 1909, By 1921,
three of these h"d been torn deoun. A filling sization was
bulilt in itz placc Sometime after 1930, thic illing
station, as well s the fourth commereial ted Tding, weere
removed. Fuildings ~n the cccond aornor waepre de mo Licshevd o
recent vears for a new development which has [ailad to
materialize.

The street is composed of a collection of buildings thai

relate well in seale and desien sood convow oobveng ran %31
continuity. Among the main corecty of hdion county 1,
Washington = huas a high degree of inleprity

South of Main Street, ther
Ctreaet, a ctrect yith a st
days of the automotlle eva. TS S N T T TN SRR A AR S

e iv a dounhill slope towards South
pore aseociation with the esyrls
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building on this street between Meridian and Fifth was in.
some way related to automobile sales and service. Today,
mwost of these buildings remailin; only the uses have changed.
For example, the Williams Garage (photo 10), located on the
southeast corner of 5.8, Firet and E. South Streets, is a
Sears store. QOther buildings of this type continue to
function as automobile repair businesses (photo 11).

RBefore automobiles came on the scene, the activities on this
street were dramatically different. There were liveries,
wareshouses, lumber vards, mills and elevators, which would
have been typical along a street paralleling a railroad line.
There were two hotels from the late 18th century to the early
20th. One of these, now gone, was located on the south side
of South, .east of Meridian. The other, the Washington Hotel
(three story building in center of photo 11), is extaunt on
the southwest corner of $.E. Third and E. South Streets.
There are a numper of vacant areas on this street, which has been
the case throughout its history. Given the nature of the
enterprises located here - mills, lumber vards, automobile
service, etc. - vacant areas are to be expected, and
contribute to the historic character of the street.

There azre a few buildings which face on the side streets of
the district. Among these are another autumobile sales and
service company building, located at 11 S.E. First Street;

a2 block of Italianate buildinge, constructed between about
1880 and 18390, and located at 11-15 S.E. Third Street (center
of photo 15), and the American Steam bLaundry Building, <.
1930, at 10 S.E. Fourth Street (prhoto 18).

Anchoring the district at ite southwest corner is the Arts
and Crafts B & O Depot, which retains a high degree of
integrity. At the southeast corner is an outstanding, Neo-
classical U.S. Post Office. Outside the boundaries of the
district, the character quickly changes to residential on the
north, east and west, and to a combinaticn of industrial and
residential on the sgouth.

Moet of the buildinge in the district were constructed
between about 1860 and 1830, with a small number from the
periods prior to 1860 and after 1930. There are 89

contributing buildings, and one contributing object, the
War Memorial. There are 29 bulidings, =ither 2xtensively
altered, or less than 50 yeavs Cld, which do ot contribute

Lo the oharootery of the diztr ot A owelocticn of pivotal and
representative stlructures are described below.




National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section 7T Page 4 Washington Commercial Historic District

Daviess County Courthouse, 200 E. Waloput Street, Neo-
classical, 1928 (photo 1). The building, which faces south,
and is rectangular in plan, is a two story limestone
structure with a raised basement and a flat roof. lMonumental
in scale, the building has & central, nine bay pavilion with
seven bays recessed. Projecting from the recessed section .
are six massive Ionic columns which support a wide
entablature. There are three metal entry doors alternating
with the four central columns. A set of steps, which extends
the width of the six columns, lead up to the building. East
and west extensions are each two bays wide. Windows are metal
casement windows. There are cast iron light posts, one each
on pedestals flanking the steps to the bullding. Located on
a large plaza in front of the building is a Livil War
memorial of Barre Granite, which depicts three soldiers.

The first building to be used as a courthouse was the home of
Aleyander Bruce. The first courthouse constructed at the
present location was a two story brick structure, completed

in 1824. TILater courthouses were completed in 1841 and 1879
as the population grew and the building became inadequate.

The 1879 courthouse was damaged by fire in 1891. Repairs cost
the county $5,000. In 1927, the 1879 building was destroyed by
fire. 1In 1929, the present courthouse was completed

to take its place. Architects for the project were Sutton and
Routt of Vincennes. The contractor was English Brothers of
Champaign, Illinois. A 1985 fire, caused by arson, resulted in
$570,000 of damage to the building. Repairs were completed in
1986. The building is significant as the most visible repre-
sentation of county government. This function is closely
related to commerce in Washington, being one of the chief
reasons for commercial development and prosperity.

Commercial Building, 1 E. Maiu, Italianate, c. 1880 (right in
photo 2 ). This building is a two story brick structure with
a four bay facade, and a flat roof. Windows are double hung
woord windows with one light in eusch sash. The casternmost
window on the facade is boarded uvp. The windows have stone
gilles and linvele. in addition, there are three horizontal

bands, one each at the top, center, and bottom of the
windows, which extend across the facade and wrap around the
sides of the building. The cast iron store front is nearly
intact. There is also a wide, cast irun cornice. The
building faces north.

The building bas been 2 tavern or restaarant throughoot it
history. As the center of government, business, induciry,
and shipping in Daviess County, Washington has always had
numerous taverns and restauranto, This one is particularly
gignificant, having been in continuous use as cuch since 1t
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was constructed. It was built at the peak of Washington's
economic prosperity, when the coal industry, shipping, and
the railroad shops were booming. The building is also
significant as an excellent example of Ttaliznate commercial
architecture and for ite high degree of integrity.

Temple Court, 101-107 E. Main Street, Italianate, 1894. The
building, which faces north, and whose facade is half a block
wide, is a two story brick with a flat roof. It has an
elaborate, pressed metal facade. Incorporated in the design
of the facade are pediments, pililasters, lunettes, brachets,
dentile, and decorative banding. The {acade is asymmetrical
with three parapets. The center parapet has the date of
construction. Below this, on a frieze at the top of the
building are the words, "Temple Court.” Windows are both
large, elliptical arched windows and flat arched.  The store
fronts have been altered. The building has a rear addition,
of brick, constructed about 1900, which extends to South
Street.

The building has been used for a variety of purposes over the
years, including stores, offices, a theater, storage, and
light industrial uvees., The building relicocts Lhe growih and
prosperity of Washington in the 1880, thoio wsignificant for
its excepbtional pressed metal fecade.

Hastingn-Williams Agency, 117 E. Main wtrest, <. 1890/1961
(left in photo 4). This one story brick building with stone
trim was originally a two story building. In 1961, the
second story was removed and the interior wias puttaed,  The
building is on the site of bDavid Flova o Tort, Lbuilt din 1812,
Because of extensive alterations, the buillding dees nob
contribute to the district.

Meredith House. 119-122 E. Main Street, c. 1880. Thie 1s a
three story brick building with a nine bay facade. Windows
are double hung wood windows with one light in cach sash. At
the top of the bullding is a corniloe creentoed by oa band of
decorative brickwork, toppsd by o metal) povapst.  The store
fronts have been altered. The buillding is lmportant as a
19th century hotel.

Peoples National Bank. 201 E. Main Streei, Tador Revival,
1928 (center of photo 3). The building is a shteel froams
structure. The olkin is slone at the boece, ood brick upper
Gtories with stone Lrim. Tl wos hed i oof the buillding iooa
buo sbtory, FULhococoalary soolion ; voen b bed Lo mncbaon

the west half, five stories in neipht at the time the latter
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wae constructed in 1928, The fivst story of the bullding is
has large, Tudor arched openings. Openings on the uppev
floors are flat-arched. Windows in these openings are new
metal windows. Battlements along the roof line glve the
building a fortress-like appearance.

The bank, organized in 1888, has been one of the et and
most active banks in the county. That the present large and
elaborate building could be constructed in 1928 illustrates
the economic well-being of the community despite the decline
of the coal industry. Architects for the building were
Sutton and Routt of Vincennes.

Washington Nobticnald DBapk, 20x-004 0. Molo oheeost, Heds
classical, 1924 (pholo 6). The Ll bding 1o o bwo ohory
limestone building with x thres bay facade. Defining the
central entry are engaged Corinthian columns. Th= entry
doors are topped with a bracketed pediment. OUn the ends of
the building are pilasters with carved licns’ heads at the
top. Above the columns is a wide entablature surmoeuntad hy a

parapet roof. Window and door openings ave unal teved, bat
the windows and door themselves have boesn replaced. Lrves iche

the building is a otained glass skylight. OQrnamental

plaster work is also extant. The secticn on the west oide of
the building is an addition -to the bank which is actually «
1979 remodeling of an earlier bullding. The architect for
the 1974 gection was John B. Bayvard of Vincsnnes. Jdohn ib
Kretz, of Washinpton, was the conbractor

Masonic Duildice. 210-214 B, Maip Strest, Romancsgque Bevival,
1868/1888 (left in photo 7). This is a Lhre, story brick
building with a flat roof. The third story was added in
1888. The building faces south. The upper floors have large
round-arched openings. The openings have bhaoun partially
cloged up and new windows have Leeen tnstablled. There Lo
decorative brickuwork between the second and cthird flocvs and
at the top of the building, and wetal pilaciers on the el
The store front has been alterced to some degree, but relalns
its terra cotta pilasters and cornice.

This building, first constructed in 1863, and extensively
remodeled in 1988, was built by the Masoes, wieeoe hadl 1o on
the third {loor. The other fioctrn lave Leen vsoed Dor oatores,
offices, and fur other soclal cvrganizatlions. The Masonie
lodge, established in 1826, is the oldest in Daviess County.
The building is significant 53 the home of an important
cocial organization, and as cme of Lhe feu yepresentations of
the Romanesgue Kevival style in Lhe <county.
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United Southwest Bank, 211-213 E. Madp., 19th c./19564 (third
from left in photo 8). This is a two story wmasonry building
with a stone face and a six Lay facade. 1L was originally
tuo [talianate commercial buildings which vere remodelad by
the bank. Before the bulldings were conscolidated by the
bank, 213 was Hoosier Gas. 211 was Citizens Loan and Trust.
The building is compatible with the character and scale of
the district; however, having undergone a major remodeling
which is less than 50 years old, it is not contributing.

Commercial Building, 215 B, Main, <. 192H (sgecond from leit
in photo 8). This i1g a two story brick building with a six
bay facade and a flat rooctf. The bLuillding, which faces north,
has Neo-classical style terra cotta trim. The facade has two
identical halwves. BEach half has a terra cotta band between
the two floors, and a group of three wiandow on the sccond
level with decorative terra colta panels above. Windows are
wood, double hung with ons light in each sgash. The group of
three windows has a tlerra cotta surround that includes a
pediment-like window head. Alternating with the groups of
windows are brick pilasters topped with terra cotta capitals.
Above each group of windows is a round terra cotta medallion.
The roof has a parapet that reflects the pediment shape ol
the window heads. There is terra cobta copling on the top of
the parapet. The first story of the bullding has been
altered and has large glass windows with metal divisions.
This building has been the home of a department store and
drugstore. The building is significant for its outstanding
terra cotta work. The exterior of the second floor retains
high degree of integrity.

o

Indiana Theater, 411-419 E. Haio ptreet, Mission Revival, c.
1925 (photo 9). A three story brick building with stone
accents, the Indiana Theater is virtually unaltered on the
exterior. Under the margquee are tuo sets of four doors,
separated by a ticket booth. Un the second stovy are three
round arched openings with stone hoevstoness aod fwpust ocltones,

The arch 1s filled in with a recesse Jecorative briochk
pattern. Other windows o bhe second story are flab-arched.
On the third story, thers are itvwo wets of Lhree swall
windowes, one each on each end of the building. These small
windows are narrow, round-arched windows with keyestones. The
arches have been filled in with a recessed brick panel.
Windows in the building have been covereod up. in Lhe center
of the building 2l the roof line, 1o o puent veof coverosd with
panlbiles, and suppovrted Ly large stone Lrachkets, e bviezen Lhe
brackets are recessoed panels with decorative brickuori.
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By the 1920s, the movie theater was o standsed iten in wontb
American citices. Woshington had at least threoe.,  Une was
located in a building on the north side of . Main, east of
Meridian, now demolished. Another was established in the
Temple Court Buildings. The Indians Theater was the largest,
and, with its Mission Revival face, was the moubt suggestive
of exotic Hollywood architecture. The building is
significant as the only building «<f this style in the
district, and for its high degree of integrity.

Commercial Building,. 424 E. Main Street. 1825, This is a two
story brick building with a three bay facade and a flat roof.
Details of the building, which le virtually unaltered,
include a luxfer glass transom above the stove front,
decorative bri-k bLanding, and stons coping. Ther buillding wvas
originally a grocery store, and was owonsd by the JoI omlth
family until the 1870Gs. i

Williams Garage. 101 E. South Street, Arvts and Crafts,

c. 1920 (photo 10). This is a Lwo story brick building with
stone accuents. The building, which faccs vorih, has & four
bay facade and a [lat roof. Un the first ctory are lavgo,
transomed dicvplay windows. A double door gliss entry with
sidelights and trensom, located in the second bay from the
west, gives access to the showroom. There is a secondary
entry with a wood door in the fourth bay from the west. Un
the second story are large, sguare, multi-lipght windows with
stone ©ills.  Above each of these windows de o recessed panel
with decorative brichkwork and ctone acoents.  The roof hao a
triangular parapel and stune battlements on the ends of the
building.

The building is the most architecturally distinguished of
those constructed in the 1920s and 3Us for the purpoge of
selling and services automobiles, It 1o vepresceatative of
the increasing importance cof the automobile Lo local
residents, as well as being an outstanding —xawple of Lhe
Arts and Crafts style.

Sears PBuilding, 107 E. South Strest, <. 1800/1973 (second
from right in prhota 10). This one story brick building was
constructed arcund the turn of vyooand modernizsoed in
recent years. Eoavlier, it was o foed mill, = lumber cowmpaay,
a farm implement company, an automobile sales and servios
business, and the home of a taxi service. 1t i presently a
Sears repair office. The building dees not contribute to the
district.
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U.S,. Post QOffice, 301 E. Main otreet, Neo-classical, 1916
(photo 12). The former U.5. Post Office, now used by the
school corporation, is a one story brick structure with a
raised basement, and a hip roof. The building is seven bays
wide, with the five central bays recesaed. In the recegsed
area are six massive lonic coluwns. These alternate with
openings. In the center is & glass transomed door, with

steps leading up to it. The other openings, which have stone’

sills, contain windows, each one of which is a single sheet
of fixed glass. Above each window is a marble panel.  On
each of the end bays is a like window with = like marble
panel. The windows are new ones, which replaced earlicr wood
windows. Direclly above the columns is a stone baod that
extends the width of the facade. Near the rcoof line is a
stone, dentiled cornice. Supervising IF'ederal architect was
James A. Wetmcre

soadl,

B & 0 Passenger Depct, North sid: of Chz i
eant of MHeridian, Arts and Crafte, 1HO0O 130y, T
depot, which is a oune story brick slructure, has & pantlile
covered hip roof. The building, essentially rectangular in
plan, has several small projections, reflected in plan and on
the roof. Windows are double hung with multi-light upper
sashes, and single-light lower sashes. Under Lhe windows is
a stone band that wrups around the balldiog. A wimilar band
is found at the base of ULhe building. The bulldiog has a
variety of doors, including two sets of large wouden freight
doors. Doors for people are wooden pansl doors with multi-
light sidelights and transoms. Among other features are
stuccoed dormers with large wouden brackets under the caves.,

Of Llhe six remaining depobts ou Lhe Bo& o Sonbhviesl b 1t
prior to World War 11, the Washingbon depot has Lhey mont
architectural interest. A combination depot and hotel

in Vincennes (1870/1912), a freight depot in Rrownotown
(1908), a passenger depot in North Vernon (1888), a passcuger
depot in Aurora (1915), and & passenger depot in Lawrencsburg
(1883) are the othcer remaining depots on Fhe: Line. The
Aurora depol is alee Arte and Crafto in atyto, Lot Je
detailed Lhan the Washington depon. The a0 Depol Lo
Washington is a significant representation oforail
{ransportation, which was closely linked Lo commercial
growth. The depot is currently undergoing a restoration.

eonbyterd

Westminsley : Churech. Douthesast corpaey of D08
Second and B, Wolonh SLue o, Neoselaosiond, 1800 Cphotye
Thia 1w a LWo sbory Hedford stone bodldion wibh oo vl

basement. The detailing of thic ergulisite bullddiog Lo Loed

_—
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Firet Christian Church, 117 N.E. Third Street. Romanesque
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building is irregular 1
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brickwork. This Laildil
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E. Main and 5., Thivd
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Architect/Builder

Gaddis, J.W.
Kretz, John H.
Routt, Warren
Sutton and Routt
Wetmore, James A.
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The Washington Commercial Historic District is significant as
the market place of the most important settlement in Daviess
County. Washington, platted in 1817, achieved prosperity,
because of its designation as a county seat, through
agriculture and coal mining, and for its position on
ijmportant Transpcrtation roules. The commercial district
reflects these influences, and illustrates the importance of
Washington as the commerclal center 2 County. The
significance of the district is enhanced by its fine
collection of 19th and early 20th century commnercial
architecture.

Daviess Countv was initially cottlad i 1206 The eavly
settlenent poeriod extended to about 18950, The fipot plonocers
in southwestern Indiana, in which Daviess County is located,
came from the south through Kentucky, by way of the Wabash
and the White Rivers. (Terre Haute and Vincennes are
exceptions in. the region, both having originated as 18th
century French settlements on the HWabaash )

The scttlement which becams Washington wau Jocalted near the
forks of ih= White River. Tn 18912, a fort was built on what
is now the socuthwest corner of K. E. Second and E. Main
Streets by David Flora for protection from Indians.
Washington was originally platted as the village of Liverpool
in 1815 The pame was changed to Washington in 1817 when it

sty Tl

Decame bhe oceal ol powly sobablld SR B O SRR I
Llock bounded by N.E. Seccoud, Hefron, . Third, and Woalnuat
was designated at the location uf the courthouse. DBy 1817,

the village was reported to have a population of about 300.

In many Indiana Counties, different settlements competed
fiercely to be the county ceat. It was olesay that a
setllement which became the center of government in a county
would have a advantage 1in many wWays. There would be ew jobs
in governmnenti. Hotels, restaurants, and stores would e
necessary to serve visitors. Transportation routes would be
established to bring people to the county seat. A growing
population and access Lo transportation would attract
industry. In Daviess County, Washingtoun (ov Liverpool as it
was known at the tLime) was the Coiernn ohsdese o Lhe locaition
of the county seat. Hot only wos 1L bthe Jargest cot U bement,
but it was localsd along an sarly Lrail Letween Vioncoeones and

New Albany.
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The first stage coach route in Indiana, established in 1820,
on the path of the old trail frowm Vincennes to Hew Albany
passed through Washington, and contributed to ecarly grouth

and development. Washington, and Paoli, in Orange County,

vere among the few settlements on the route. Until
Indianapolis was established as the state capital in 1825,

the road was used Ly people in the southwestern region who

had business in the territorial capital, later the state
capital, Corydoen. In 1836, the state of Indiana deeignated
this route the Vincennes and Hew Albany Turnpike, and
allocated funds for its improvement through the Mammoth
Internal Improvement Bill. The turnpike went through Washington
two blocks south of the courthouse square. HMerchants abandoned
the street originally designated as Main, on the north side of
the courthouse =guare, in favor of the more traveled route to
the south. Eventually, the original Main was renamed Hefron,
and the name, Main, was given to the street three blocks to the
south, reflecting its status as the primary commercial street.
For this reason, the courthouse is located at the edge of the
commercial district, rather than near the center, as in most
Indiana county seats.

The state road gave Washington an advantage over many other

early setblomoents, Moot Tndiana cent Lementla vaeliad on rivors
and crecks for shipplng or traveling. Dbt thano the Wadliash

and the Ohio, moest of these were navigable only by flatboat,
and only under favorable conditions. There were but a
hapdful of decont reads that had been olesred throagh denoe
forests, graded, and perhaps suvlfaced o some dogires, In
addition to Lhe YVioooernmes and Heaw Albany Tavnplkae, important
Indiana roade incluoaded the Lafayette and Jofforaonville
Turnpike and the Michigan Road, Loth pnorth-south roads
constructed by the state in the 1830s; and the Hational Road,
a project of the federal government, which was surveyed from
the eastern border of Indiana near Richwond, through
Indianapolis and Terre Haute, in 1827, Thoe settlements thuat
were luclky snough Lo be locatad oo one of thire roade had
casier accens to agricaltural mackoetn

The Mammoth Internal Improvement Bill, the state bill that

established the Vincennes and Hew Albany Turnpike, also

aunthorised funds for construcstion of the Wabash and Eric

Canal, which extended frowm i: Frie an Toleds, Obio, acroos

the eactern boundary of lodiann throanzh AN lon Wlonntby, alono
!1

the Wabash River to VTerre Haute, along the White River Lo
Petersbhurg, and couibh Lo the Ohdes Biver ot Besnsville. The
canal went throupgh Davieso County oy wmi b sonthuecst of
Washington. Land grants frowm the federal government helped
finanee conctruction of Lhe oacal. Thee Dy iers County
acreag: sold for this purpose was awdiwioictored Shhyoneh the
Capal Tooad OLLdc: o Washion oo,
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The Wabash and Erie Canal was an ambitlious project. It wan
the longest canal, with 458 miles, ever dug in thes Ui ted

States . The canal was never really A E T
transportation route. Tte Toiluve can e af tribe by L
fact that the voung stale of Indlana laoiond aelaguals

regsources to build and waintain it, the lack of competent
engineers in the state, and the advent of the railroads,
which would quickly come to dominate shipping in Indiana. In
Daviess County, the canal was not completed until] the carly
18505, and would enjoy only a brief illuasion of Tumportancs
mntil the Tiret roailroad was concbructed o 16070 The canal
managed to hang on as oz Lranspoctaition route antb il the 18700,
when the right-of-way in Daviess County was sotd to the
Evansville and Indianapolis DRalillroad.

Although the canal was not suc as a transportation

route, it had an enormous impact on the ctate, dpcoloding
Daviess County. The canal was planned ao oo transportalion
route Lhat would fasilitate shipping of serviculfuval prodocbs
and lead to industrial growth. The firie Canal had been &
great success in New York, and it was p@rceived that the
Wabash and Eri¥e would do wonderful things for Indiana. All
along the proposad route, land was purchasad, touns vers
developed, people moved o, and Locborion and wavehonoen were
built. ALl thie scitivity vepreosented Lhe besinodlngo for many
Indiana towns, which would Jater be sorviced by rallrosds
located on canal tow pathos. Althouph Washington was nob
located directly on the canal, it was only four miles away,
and the canal still had an effect on the development ot the
town, by providing a means of shipping for agricultural

and manufactured products, and by bringing in woow et levs.

During this era of early transportatiocn development in
Indiana, Washington was one of the fastest growing ot the
settlements in the southwest region. The economy of the
region, like that of Washington, was largely based on
agriculture. Growth was aided by the fact that Washington
was a county seat, and, in that capacity, cabtored Lo visitors
from around the county who cnme to town Lo pay Lhedlr Laxes,
chip Covm producte, or parochace goods Tor theaty cun
consumption. In 1850, Wasghington had a population of 1,404,
making it Lhe fourth largest sebttlement in the region bounded
by Vigo, Parke, Clay, Owen, Grecne, Lawrence, Orange, and
Crawford Counties, and the Ohio and Wabash Rivers. The
countice of this region sharve a similay covily hiotory, having
been setbled aboubt Lhe same tiae. Ly peopnbc Drom soulbhorn
etates, and havipg oimiiar topographies ael notarad
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resources. Only Terre Haute, with 3,500, Vincennes, with
2,000, and Evansville, with 5,000, were larger Lhan
Washington in 1850. Of the other settlements in the region
with populations over 500, Jasper had 532, Rockport and
Cannelton had 600, Bedford had 700, and Mt. Vernon had 1,000.

Few structures built prior to about 1080 yowmain. OUner of the
earliest extant bulldings iz o <. 1880 Federal style houoe,
located behind a later store front, &t 113 E. Hain Street
(photo 4). The commercial building on the southwest corner
of S.E. TIirst and E. Main Streets (two story building with
hip roof in center of photo Z), Federal in form, also appears
to date frow the carly perviaod. And the weostern third of the
building on Lhe porthwest covoesy of o0 Thivd noud EooMain
Styeets (phobto 7)) is an cnrly commeraisl boilding that was
integrated wibth a buliding of Tater ronstruwrtilon, Foen other
resources which reflect the settlement period remaln,
although it should be pointed out that the street
configuration remains as it was originally laid out, and that
the court house (locsated in the bleck hoondsd by H.E. Third,
E. Hefron, N.E. Second., ard . Walnoetd o din the locatlion
originally designated for that purpoese.

Indizna had abundant coal deposits in the southern and
western parts of the state. Coal wining began as ecarly as
the 1830s, but was not particularly profitable until railroad
lines were establiched in the 1850s.  Workers constructing
the prade Tor the Ohio wed Missioslppl Foidlrond in 1857 found
coul at Washington. The zombinalion of the discovery of woal
and the establishment of a railroad line had an important
economic impact on Washington, insuring its continued

prosper ity into the early vears of the 20th century. In
1887, Washington was incorporated as a town, and, in 1871, as
a city.

The Indiana coal region compriscd L7 oocuntios: Vermi D bion,
Fountain, FParke, Vigo, Clay: Sullivaon, Greenes, Kinox, Davieus,
Martin, Gibson, Pike, Dubols, Vanderburg, Warrick, Spencer,
and Perry Counties. Indiana coal was important to the
~ailroads during the Civil Yar, when the industry firat
experienced significant grouth. There wan o o low down in
production betuaen 18723 foud 1870 Lhe peer Pl o nationagede
coonomia depressicn, but, by Ludl, the industry wan woiog
full force with the expancion of the voilrosds I the state,
The federal census for that vear showed Daviess County to be
third in production among the 17 principle coal-producing
counties.
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The population of Washington grew rapidly, and was reconrded
as 4,900 by the Sanborn Map Company in 18287, Froduotion of
coal in Daviess County continued to incrvesse; however, after
about 1900, the county s importance jn this indactry in
relationship to some of the other counties in the raglon
began to decline. Mechanization of the mining industry began
in the late 19th and early 20th century in most of the
counties. The mining companies of Daviess County continued
to rely mainly on slow and labor intensive hand picking
methods . After about 1920, strip wining was preferred over
the traditional mothod of mioing andergronnd. The companies
in Daviess County did not veadily adopt the new nebthod, v
the mid-1920s, there was little coal mining activity in the
county. Although mining does cuntinue in the county to this
day, it has never again been as lwportant in Daviess Countly
s it was Trom about 1880 Lo 1800, Mining war an industry
plagued wit SaRIEt foo comedttions, fow oF
and laock of cady enplovaenl Led Lo Tabor Jdisputes.
regulation of the inductry, development o aliernate
and the decline of the railroads eventually caused the
general decline of the industry in Indiana.

B . P o § PR
RIS Lach ot e

Mining did leave its impact on Washington. Tt in known, for
examplo, that some of the late 10Uh oentory Lianba ware
directly invelved o mining G rahions . Fyon The bankas that
were not divectly involved were invoives in financiog
operations. Mining companizs and labor organizations had
offices in the city. In addition to these connections,
mining provided employment for Washington residents, and
generated business activities in the historic dietriat.

Another major impiet on the town of Washington was fhe
cotablishment of Lhe Ohio and Missicuoippd i irosad Shops, rhie
lurgest railroad shops in Indians at the time, 1n 18849,
Earlier O & M ghops had been located at Vincennes, Cochran,
and Seymour.  When the railroad decided to build its largey,
consolidated shops, Washington offered o finoncisal incontive,
and the shoups were locabed Lhore P 1899 the Doluimore and
Ohio Roilroad acguired the O 5 i Lioe and contlouszd to
oporale the shopo o Wachington.

Because of Indiana s central location, o great deal of raill
shipping took place in the state, aud railroad car
concstruction and repair was sn lwportant industry, one that
employsd a lavge number of workors, Lo 1o, LU0 workers
wersa enploved abt Lhoe shops o ¥ Srest ooy Thenae shops are
eotant o fow Bloockos west of e biiodb et dintr el and are
identified in the Indiana Historic SDites qaed structures

i
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Inventory as the Ohio and Missiscippi Rallroad Washington
Repair Shops Historic District.

In addition to the Ohio and Mississippil, which was an east-
vest line, the Cleveland, Chicago, Cincinnati, and 5t Louils
Railroad (later part of the Big Four, then the New York
Central system) wis a north-south line, built through
Washington in the 1880s. The twe railroade gave Washington
easy access to most major Eastern and Midwest markets.

Between 1887 and 1900, largely because of the impact of the
railroads and the railroad shops, the population of the city
increaszed from 4,900 to 8,5671. 0f the 17 county oeats in “he
coal i arly four others bad popolations above 5,000 in
1900 Haunte in Vigo County, Brazil in Clay Gonnty,
Vincennes in Knox County, and Princeton in Gibson County.

The combination of the coal industry, the additional railroad
line, and the 0 & M Shops created an economic boom.  During
this period, from 1857 to about 1900, Washington developed
rapidly, and nearly half of the buildings in the commeraisl
district were constructed. Among these were the Maredith
House (photo 5), located on the northwest corner of N.I.
Second and E. Main Streets, a hotel with stores on the first
level; the Washington Hotel, located on the southwest corner
of S.E. Third and E. South Streets; a group of Ttalianate
commercial buildings at 11 through 1H S 0 Third Strect
(photo 15): and the Templs Couvrt Boiiding righf in photo 3),
constructed arcund 1880, o large and olabeeate aomperaial
block that housed offices, gstorew, and a theater. Also
surviving from this era is the O & M/B & 0 Railroad line (now
part of the Chessie System), which, as well as representing
an important transportation route, effectively defined the
southern houndary of the commercial dicteiot.

In the vears after the turn of the contury and before t.he
nationwide economic depression of the 193U0s, Washington o
population continued to increase, although at a lower rate.
Agricultural production was at a high during the first two
decades of the 20th century. Farming was oontinually being
improved by new methods and equipment. Apricalture and
agriculture-related industries, anch an food processiygr, and
production of agricenltural implements, boomns incrveacingly
important to the local economy during this period.  The Spink
Milling Company, which had bLeen located on Lhe southwest
corner of S.E. Second and E. South Stract since the late 19th
century, was cxpanded. Part of the cowplax of baildiogs that
comprized the company becames Lhe Davicos O

Counny Farm Burean
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in the 1920s and is extant.

The period from about 1920 to 1339 was a trauwsitlonal pariod
in agriculture in Daviess County, as it was in Indiana and
the Nation. New wethods and sguipment were avallable, with
the potential to improve farm size and increase production
per acre On the other hand, farm prices were down, and it
was dlfflhult for many falmwr" to acguire the new equipment.
Farmers in southern Indiana counties had to operate on lapd
that was generally inferior to that in Horthern Iodiana

Daviess County managed to fave relatively well during this
period. The large amount of river bottom land was favorable
for agricultural use. Corn was the principal crop, but move
important were the livestock farms. Daviesas Couanty gradually
became, and continuesz to Le, onz of Indisna o ahyied produnors
of cattle, hogs, and poultry.

The WPA guide to Indiana, publishoed in 1841, mentions in
particular the Graham Farm, a large scale farm, the products
of which included cattle, hogs, chickens, and corn. Also
part of the farm were a cheess factorvy and a privatefy ouned
grain elevator. Successful farwming mpﬂrationﬂ seh cothiie
contributed to growth of the oommevoeial disteict, e bl
by conzstruction of buildings live the Peeople = Hational Pank
(201 E. Main; Tudor Kevival building in

photo 19), a Graham family enterprise, in 1928. The five
atory building was constructed with a banking floor on the
first level, and offices on the upper levels, including the
offices for the Graham Brothers Farm.

The rice of the automobilo atso had an effect on the
character of Washington ¢ commerainl district. In the 1880s,
South Street was lined with houseyg, stores, livery stables,
and grain storage facilitieswo. By 1909, an auto repair shop
had been established at 117 E. Scuth. Gradually, as
automobiles becams: more popular, auto-prolated buasinoesooes
dominaled the stretelh of Soath Stroct bobween Mocidian and

S . Third Strects. By 102

Y1, bthere weve parages, which both
sold and fervieced automoblles, at 14, 101, 201, 203, 2172,
and 304 E. South. The Standard 0il Company £illing station
was located on the northwest corner of E. South and §.E.
Fourth. There was also a small auto repair shop at 102 E.
South. Many of the buildings which hovsed ae ante ree Petad
businesces continue to deline the chav: St et
today . The Williams Guoregre (rivnt 1o pheoto P boadd mor
101 . Sonitle and ool bered o thee coterior, iooan o enample of
a ¢. 1920 garage. Garages located at 201 and 207 K. Wouth
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(right, and second from right in photo 11) also survive from
this era. -

The major public buildings in Washington were constructed in
the early parvt of Lhe 20th century.  Clty Hall (phote 168) was
constructed in 1912; the U.S. Fost Office (photo 12) was
constructed in 19186; and the Daviess Cuunty Courthouse (photo
1) was constructed in 1928. 0One of the most significant
buildings erected during this period is the B & 0O Passenger
Depot (photo 13), constructed in 1806, which represented the
centinuing importance of the railroad in the Z0th century.
Other notable 20th buildings inclade a commercial bulildicg at
215-17 E. Main (wecond from the leflt 1y phote 8); and the
Indiana Theater (photo 9), lecated at 411-419 K. Haio.

Daviess County has always been a rural county, with
Washington ase the commercial and manufacturing center, bthe
sLoge Ui lement,  Lhrouwghout

governmental center, and the larg.
its hiieto Decoune of thio, the olty @ maln streel has Lhe
finest colloction of historic commercial arehitecture in the
county. The ltalianute slyle, seen in approximately 20% of
the buildings, is well represented. Among buildings which
exhibit this style are Lhe building at I E. Main (right in
photo 2), Temple Court, and buildings at 207 and 209 E. Main.

Uy
o
11

The Neo-classical sbyle was & covnlar ctyle of the 20Uh
century . Buildinse oconstracted | 1 omede inolude bhe
Courthouse, City Hall, the U.o. tont Uffice, Washinglon
National Bank (photo 6), located at 200-204 [, Main, and
Westminster Presbyterian Church (photo 14), located on the
southeast corner of . Walnut and H.E. Sacond Streets.
Other styles reproecented in the Jdictrict inolude Queen Anne
(115 N. E. Thivd Strect, 1008 1o phote 1700 Nomanesgie
Revival (210-214 . Main Street, Left ia cvhoto 7); Avtag el
Crafts (B & O PFacwuenger Depot); and Art Deco (American LBtoam
Laundry, 10 S.E. Fourth Street, photo 18) ‘

The Indiana Historic Sites and Structur=s Inventory
identified only one obher commearoial bliotovis diebviaet in
Daviess County . T+ ia compriood of 14 Lodldings in Odon,
located in the northeast corner of the coaaty. Of Lhe
buildings in this district which exhibit details of a
particular architectural style, one is Colonial Revival, one
Art Deco, and one Italianate.

The Washingion Commercial Hictorio Dicteie U petading e
historic character .  However, ooonomle prescates bave dobready
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AT

l=zd to changes in the district. Tn the laast aoocunle of R
2 new bank buildiug which contracte with the chavaoter i thes
district was acnstructed on the northeast coraer ol .
Vantrees and N. E. Second Streets. A number of bulldings on
Main Street including 110 and 416-420 E. Main Street, are
historic buildingswhose facades have been dramatically
altered. Daviess County Historie Landmarkes, Ine., ig aware
of 1he importancas of retaining its historio commeraial
district. The group, which io coprrountly anrored i
vonovating the T & 0O Depot for use bw hhe Chambor of
Commerce, has initilated this application as a first step in
gaining recognition for the district.
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