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for @mphting Nationa!fiegfisl€r Forms (Nationar negisdr Builetin roi.comptete each ilem by marking "x" ln the appropriate box or byentering
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listec in the instructions. For additional spaco us€ continuation she€ts

(Form 1G9o08). TyPo 8ll entri€s.

1. Name of Propertv _ - - -
historic name Rohrer. 'l ose
other nannes/sft€ numbgr Rohfer P1ace

Location
street & numb€r 24

town
slate

3. Classlficatlon
Ownership of Property

[l private

Dpubiic-tocal
l-l public-State

I pubtic-Federat

Name of tilTtia multiple property listing:

Category of ProPertY Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing
5 0 buitdings

O 0 sites
1 1 structures
O 0 objects
6 1 Total

Number of contributing resourcss previously

listed in the National l-tegister 0

I ouiuinglsl
E]oistric't
E site
n struc{ure

flobject

4. State/Feoeral Agencv Cettlfication - -

Indiana Department of Natural Resources
Stat€ or Federal ag€ncy and bureau

Register criteria. n s* clntinuation she€t.

Signature of comm€nting or oth€r of{icial Date

Stat€ or Federal ag€ncy and bureau

Signature of certitying official

5. National Park Sewlce Certification
l. hereby, certify that this property is:

[-lentered in the National Register.

IS* continuation sh€€t.

l_ldetermined etigible for the National
Register. n S* continuation sheet.

[_ldetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

nremoved from the National Register.

Dotner, (explain:)

Signature of the KeePer Date of Aciion



6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
AGRI CULTURE/SUBSI STENCE :

processing. storase. anima=L
facilit ies
DOI'TIESTIC: sinele dwelling

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

DOIVIESTIC:
VACANT/NOT I

7. Descriotion
Architectural Classif ication
(enter categories from instructions)

EARLY REPUBLIC: Federal
0THER: Bank Barn

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation STONE

'y311s 
W00D: weatherboard

roof STONE: slate
ASPHAI,T
STONE: fie'ldstone

Describe present and historic

SEE CONTINUATION

physical appearance.

SHEETS

E See continuation sheet
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Section No. 7 Page 1 JosePLr J Hohrer Farlrr

TheJosephJ.Ro}rrerFarnrislocatedinruralHarrison
Township in Elkkiart courrl,y. Tire farnr ie surrounded on twc-:

sides by agricultural f ieIds, orl t,fre west by tfre cfrristrrer
Gravel- Company, arirl Couniy Rc,aci 40 is tLre rrortLrerrr bourrdary '

TLre farnr is 61f,1161,et-i abo,rt' Z(tir Ieet- off tiie road lpiiol'o 1) '

Tire driveway Ieacis persL t.Lie hi)Llrjtj artcl tlie old hc't-trle (ptroto 2)

to the barrry..,i, wfrlre tl.rere aTe a large b:.i}'n' a c(-irli crii-r'
and a milk irouse (pirc'to 3)' 'Jr-r:;t r;outir c-'rf t'ire hc-ruse are the
chickerr ]rouse anci'll-re strroke house (phroto 1)' t)f tlieEe' r'iIere
are f rve corrtribuLirrg brrilci lneis; (t'fre iious': ' t'!re old house 

'

the barn, the cirickerr hou..;e, .lrtd tlre stnoke |rorr6e), one

contribu*t,ing struct.ure (tfre corn crib)' and orle itcill-

^.,n+rihrrt.inrr structure (t.fre nrj l.k liouse). 'ihe I:-ryc'ui of the
rr,g v+..E

f arnr is shown in e;ketch A '

The house , constructed irr 1B5B , ia a two story buildi-ne re itlr
asidegableroof,andathreebayfaca<le.Thefoundatiorrie
stone;theroofisslate;arrcitheexteriorr'ra'Llohave
clapboard sicling. 'l'he Lror-ls€ is of tinrber frame cortstructiorr'
Main rilr'ctur.rI menrbers al-e jc, lned ty nrortlse iittd tenott arrci

peggeci ( ph,:tos 5 anci 6 ) . ()1i, liatrd nrade. sgual'e he:eciecl rrall'rr

""i" atlr:o used 1n tire corlstructicrtr'

There 1a a one story, fj-ve pcst+:cl, eegrfiental' arclied, wooc-l

porcfr whictr runs the ]t:rrgih o1' thr: facade. This porckr doe::

ilot dF,I.,ear ro be or.ig.iti:rI; :.t,s cl:-tte.' of c.)rlC,1.,t'ttctiorr ig. riol.

ktrovrrr. Wi-nctorts: ctll ifie hcusc eYe gtrllerally clc'r-rh'1e i-rur'rg wil'ir
:jix ligjris over s:i->:. 11<.rst ,-ri Lire uperrirrgs ttYt oIigirriil '

:,h.tugli a-i; tr t,h.' wr::dul :j.'15.les h.ave DtieIl rljI-ri;1Ced ' i^'l irrClt.,w

c,peningsthat,havcbeenalter.edarethewjtrdowoJ]t}re
sout!-rerrrmoat. bay .cf the e<rsI lnj:i111 ) f acade, wiiic'h has Lreerr

r ep Iac:<:rl l-'1r a clLtrb It' w i litlou ' ;-rlI'-l the u i rrdr-;vl oII tlre
l;,:r.rtlt€t tit:rt-,rlt. Lia)' (',J. l.ilt-' ;tes:-'l' 1:;r':-r6] i'r ' '5iq:lr 

|-1 1ri l-rr:'-:Il rt'pl:rCed
by UIII:j - arr.ge wirrdc,x 1 l.lfttlt-.., ., r I t, i e-, +.!rclr;g}rt t h:ir t'i-:e$fj
,"iridr-,ws were ;-rdcieci cui-i.rrg i). \35rt or 1951 relrrclciel irrg ' otrref
wtndows on tlre.rrigirr a- p,irr..,lf i..iic hou:;t: iil'F' two smaIl atr"jc
windows wirich flank an irrtel'i,:,r i-rr!cI': chin;nt:y (rro+- the
()rig jnal. ch-in'rney, L)ut IeLrr:il t. l.1r t-Lre sarre l-c'cl:tion) ori tLit:

south side of the house (i')'rott tsl' There 'are irJentical at'1'j.c

Irj-rrdow:: rtlt the ntlrth sj-dt r:)f tlrr: i-rottr';e (tr)hc)tc) 2)

Llne cf Lhe most distrnct' 3t'Y ! l
tLre f ront cioor ..jtll'rcrurr d i ph'rt''-r
wi-th srdelight,s arto at.r cl li"pri
detai l-s; include a w ide f 'asc ia

s;i,i,- featut'es c.,f the I'iC'tliie rri
:li. a 1.y1:rici..i Fe,deral cletail

tt --r j s;utrtrr-ll:st f an ' (lther
a rro corn lce ret.urrrs ( Pi-roto B )

a C)r'ri: sLC)ry lr.'lt.c-:iierr a''lcl iti()n on tlre sotrth s*de
is a,jdrtiori, al,juir is act.rrally alr exparlijloq6trlclThe horts:e l'ras

i F,Lrc.rto l-l ) Tii
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Section No. 7 Fada /
! !.b v i o rl r,:l-,.I r .J Roir rer Farnr

remodel irig of a sLlilllrrer i':'i1'chrr:n
1950's remotleling.

The additiotr has ciapboard tj
(lrr the origirral ParL <-'f the
the soutlt side. Tl-rere 1r:-' a

south side. The r(rof of tht:
f lat, wcts cilatrgeo i'u d Sabit:

r^1 ari pt'ol,,at, ly l-,rtili,' cluring t'fre:

irjirrg, r.1iirclowE-r l:in'rilal' tr:r t'i'roue
f1a*:ie, ,:.ircj [{ r-} '.:i,:rr w}ticfr (:)pellR ()ff
blj-,:lt, extet-Lr:rr ciirnrrrey ()JI fire

adcJ i t iorr , wh iclt I'ras or ig i nal l y

ro<.,f after a'.:i: i.rriie:r fi re'

Theinterlorofttrc}rougehasber:rrs}ight].ya}t,er.ei]ilr
corrf iguration. It moFit Likely c'riginal ly ]iacl t'w':r rc)oIIls ori

eachsicieofthecerrtralerrtryartdstairwiryonthefj-rst,
story,withanessentia]lyiderrtir-.a}p}arrOntiree'econc,i
story. Therc js evj<Jerrce r)f a wai-l wirici-r wers r-aiien '-\i1t i-ti

the n.JrtI] beclrOonr, v.iir j.clr revealr-r tltat tlie rC)''-]In wiiii (:)]''lgirr':l ly

tr"ro, with a docrr:^r,:y tret.ween (phot<,, lt) ). (-)rr 1,1'r t-: f-i t'st' Eit')I'y'

el bathro<-.,m, *uwo cl(-,setij, arrd ''t" 
irrt'cr:ior s:t'ei|wi-ty t'r'' r'ire

basenrent have brr:€:r a<icled, resr.iltjrr.g 1n tire erlte'r;rtic,,n of the

firststorysouthwestroofil.ItjslassLlrledtirartthelargt:
roomon-.heu""tnsjc]eofthefil.sts.toryof1.hehousewa6
originall-ytworoc'rnsi,andtl'iatavt:rl-1.\'latl:elTrL)ved'a'lwas
cone irr the large €,€,1(-.rItci st.rI'y l-,edrc-,oro. .:-'it'ic': t-frl'q rocm is

rrow cal-l)e iecl . ai,a, r:jr.-. c,e i l. i rrg ir::-; l.).j.-ir1 repialf::.''.€rqd , :lc)

evicletrc'-- of t,Ltis j;s revealed'

The nort.h\.Iest roorl of the f irst rttory j's tlnaltered' except

fortheaddi-ti.one.lfadoorfclraclosetwhic|rwascreated
frompart<.lfthe}ra]]..Sig]Iifjcantfeaturesofthisroor|
itrclucr, origi:rai ,,;aL:lut. p,r..=i jrig I'1.'11 .)l.f'r i1) ' Th'us be-irutiful
prn"l-jtrg, vrhr(.-ri, iracl ile.-rll pttiilr'e(] . Is'l '-ul'l'ellr'ly b"::.1'rg

l^estcre,i. I t. i:; l"i,i..rI.l ecl by i'lr".' i)r'Cl::1l11t' 'f (:(::ttI'riint Li'ia1 9'f ITle

of Lhe , r-rtire,. r..),:,.rs., ir.t(l s i r,ri r,' l,:ii)p I I rie; . wli i'-'f' r!esr I't-'nr()veri

arrcl burrred a,.,iir,g tiit: lgi-,(i's r-emocieiing. The '--'riginal"
Lrardt.rrrocl flo,.:r is ulrrlerneath 3' iai":r c-rf plywoo'l in tlri's rooln

ainc w-il]:rtso te resr-orecl , ars': wili Lire iltrc't'i'n the I'arge
upstatil.s bedl'oom. ;l..,me of !|re .:, l. je''].tt;t1 f ]c.clt. ir:lr: beett

relrlacc.ti by o- il"grlL,*rrle f 1..-rtrr it't Li:'.': €:rri.t'l'' ( r'€"': phc;1"'r 12 ) '

The bastrmerrt. arrci tltc. attics of the hr;,use al'e virt'u'-rllY
urraltereci and reveal t'he strLlcture c'f the housc:'

Afewfeetirrfr.ontoft,}re}ror]seislh.:garatle.whichwa6t|re
origin:r] LlOll$t.1 ,.',h t lr..: i,'.,n.='t, i r,iit: ,,i., icJ li....tl:1 e.. ) Ti-re c.'].cl

hOusei......lJ.E.t'{.j'r1..-:.lIrCwo(-rcl(:'()|!'..,.1,t.t.t,':t,i',.ltl:lrl(-ii.rirs.;ilg.iiir]er'r'rf..,fhre l:OO| !.raL. ar;pri.-.ii, ,-;iiirrg,l ,.:ri, :-l;;;-l rrr'I:'::ir1fr t:i'rj'--:lr (la]r :-1* F-iti*fl

otci wcod shirrg1,..e. ii:-irt..r t.ite-'trrrildirig h'e:'' ''ret''1-ii-'al irtrirrc

s lding . f'Lrer.e arcr u.-:V€]'& J. ssre.l..l w i'li'ioi^tr. ' '['l'r'.1t-e ]i:jt gaf'r8e

door on the soLrth sicie. The irii.ert'iot' of t'fris' buildirrg bas
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'l P:tge 3 .losePkr .J Fol-rrer- [';rrnr

two snrall roome,, ollel with a f i'replace; ancl a garage section '

It is diff j-cr.tlt to ciiscern tfie eiact origirral appearance crf

tlre bui]d j-rrg, trut. j.t, j-s tjiought that t,he tw., r:-,rrrZtl1 roomg, are
Original , .r.,d tlrat, tile ot,irer gect j'oti wA€; addecl l at-'er '

p(jELiii-,iy i-Crf. i.i..;d ,-1 i: ..i :it.r,rI'-egt: S-;LrerJ (-iI' IifrJ{.ril ;''11 r-:{! ' ':i"-l tii;l'
tLre garage door.Ltil:; rr,lr'led s-'otlrt:)t.illl(r: durirrg trir': '1uti)rn(:)i-)ile (ira
(photo 2; sketch B)

To the sout,hwest of tLre itouse are the snroke house and the
chicken house (phcito 4). Tile s:moke hottse ttas vertical- board
siding and a c.tl" r.oof. There is a doc;r on the east i:ide.
A group of 1hllee wi.tJrrwe, ltas beert zrddeci t'. , ihe scrul'h::id€'
The chicken ltor.lse i-ras cl apboaI.cl I j-ding, a :iher-i rc'of ' 'and

aeveral doubie irLlr)g, six uver six windows. The-, door is orI

the east side.

The milk house, the corncrib, artd the barrr are to the rlouth
of the ltouse. Ti;;-, n: j lh house is of cc)Ilcret'€ corrstrLlctic'rr and

is aE;..:lrnieC to be .1 reCert*, struCt.Ut-e . It is- r'ire (:'n 1l/ LtUildirrg
on 1;he property ie-:terminecj t'-r tte-r noli-conf,r'ji-'r'tting to thc
Lristoric f arm.

Thecr:'rncribieoftimberfrar'reconstructie-'n'hasagable'
.rsph;ri.t. c.:ver,:ci r',.)oj., ,:rllcl bol.,ir veytit:al. Srrd fr;rizontaj t'tood

siding. Tlre:'e ir-' :r I;rr{=:r:' :ilriing'ioor orr r'lr', west' eide' Irr
pIari, jt, 1El i4 feei., le.ig't,-wel.-,L) by ::.8 feer, (rl.'l.tlr-:.;out,ii).
TLre:n1et-i.Crr iS ti:vidt-:tl .Irrt,.r t.iLr*'; i-;d\';-i. 'ii'i'' i'-:litl^&:' 1.'ay is
an ollerl 3l'€ca, al,cl th'.: ':ncl baye; '-iI'e t'ile '--r'j t)s '

The Last structure :.s the ]arge bank barrr. It is I4 feet
(east_west) by 44 fet:r:t (rrort,Lrlsouth) 1n p1ari. Tfre brrilditrg
has vertj.:af wo'ci :i11itrg, .a ilt-'(-rI'te fcir'tnd'a-rj':ti' arrri l: tirr g'eble

roofl . 'liret-e iit'{.: 5-:,-V(r}'3'l stn;-r I I , niu-i t,i -p'al'i'-:'l w ir'o'-''*i::' Tirc:

t.larltil;rl':1.itt'r.:e::t'l'.:t:r--'.1'h'-:r'-tis;'il'arg'::licjirrE(lr-rc:'l'':)rrtire
SC.rUtir i;:Cic,;:ltel.'r-, ar,-C(::lS 

"O 
L)re F.eC{r:lCj je'"'t'] iS' f-rl-u'\tid"'Ci by

way of brrilt up c,dr.',]t; arrc anotLter srnaIl errtr.lrlc': t'c) I'rre

lower level c,n the north side ' The second level is divided
into three iirg. bays. desiglteci to house horses arrd

equipnrerrt Thc lr,,f't. r.ri::s clesignecl for tfie s;tt:rag.e of ]ray

The l.owe]. L.:..r,:i it' !::.,:i Llp flr a r-la.:.r'y (r!r€'t'Stitln ' 'i'i'rt' b':rrrr ig
r_.,f t,jn-rl-r,_.,r- ft-..rure,ri-,r!:-ii-t'uctj.c-,rr. A -i r:1.?II cf Lli;: r:riltslr'i'''l(-'i"tori
:$ gltuwl, irt ilh'-rl,'-' .i l'' ' 'l'he r-tltI'uc-'Lttt-a1 nremLlers c''f :ht 'nartr 

'

sorle ,rf whrcl, spar: j'.,s wicjth, are incrediL'iy niaES j've ' having
beerr Lrewn f ronj the Iarge trees cf a vj.r:gin forest, cleared
for farnrirrg. lrr i-he east girtlle on t,he exterjor is 'J'J 

'

Rolrrr:l-" i:trd t,)'re tlat.,.., "1U61 ." f;'rr tlr;: trc'r:th ;irie ''--'f tire l-)arr;

is ",-Jc,:-ri.ai-r R'ohre,r" (r."oti rtf 'lc's'-'epl-r 'i ) '



g. S-tatement of Significance. . .-.

Certifyingotficia|has"ffisoro1]]rtYinrelationtootherProPerties:
I--l nationally fl statewide fXl1e6311y

Applicable National Register criteria @n f e Ec Eo

criteria considerations (Exceptions) [a Ee Ic Eo

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions)

^ ^nTATTT 'TlTTDFflultJ-uu!l- ul\!

Sionificant Person
.t\ / tt

Cullural .Atfiliaiion
i,7 /At\/ H

XE [r Ie
Period of Significance
Ca. 1854-1o00

Significant Dates
ua. -L o 1+
1R<B
1861

ArchitecUBuilder
unknown

n-xplonatrol{/SETTLEIVIENT

and periods of significance noted above.

SEE CONTINUATION SHEETS

El see continuation sheel
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Section No. 8 Page 1 Joseph J Fohrer Farnr

The Joseph .l . RohreI. L-arnr is a signif icarrt repre'qelltar'iorr of
a igt,Lr cerrtury iui.n,. TLre bui idirrg:-; wh jch cc)rnprise the farnL

are: trie orlEiinal tiollse, cott::t'ruct'ed about' iB54; aL !'tjciera j

style house, lon.t'ritcLecl in 1B5B; tire barn' c'ortstrr:cted j'rr

1861;asmol(ehotlse,acorncrib,artcJachj.ckerrhorrije,'e]-]
lgthCenturystructltres;aridanrj.}lirlcus'e,offairiyr.ecerrt
construction, vlhich dclee rrot, C(.)rltrillr.lt.: 1.ci tire Lrlgtorrc
cktaraci..er of t,Lre lrt'i-)pel-.t,y. The ii'-rlir€:' l' liarn: l'e!'lI'eFji'rr1 I"--'' a Ha:1

of life a'tf "-l,Vp".,i 
farrrritig (-)I)cr';1tj-ori Li:at' ciiarrgeii

after- r,kre turti c;f ri're 6-'gvllrtrY' Aii exanrple of t']-rir'' ti'iie' ti';i'l
e;o f ew intruslons, ts; unconrtrrtlrr it: Fl I ]rhart Count'y ' atro j r'

Inrliarra. The t.wo dwer]:.ngs hav': ;rciilitiona'l signif ic'arrce: tlie
original trouse is signrficarrt' ft"rr its association wit-it the:

settl-enrent .f LIarr-ison '1'.rwr,,:Ii ir,; arrrl tlie 1858 hottse i s orre c'f

few Feclertrl style ht'uses irr !lll:'ltttrl County'

The property was ev:rIu.rt.etl witirj-rr t,lre followirrg hj-trt':r'i':
corrtexts : Agricrr_lrul.(:, i.n ErI..har.t. cotrlrty, 1850-1900 ; Ear-1y

Arch itecture 'oi El kha't Courrtv , Iate 1820's-1860 ; alrci

settrenrerit of Harrisorr'rowns;hl.p, lB40-1860. The lrrdiarra

HistoricSite.]a].rdStr.r;c.t,tll..-.:i::Il-rverrt.rry,Cc-,rldl-lcteiJj.:'EIkhart,
(]oun.r-,y i-lr 197,i, al.lo tristol.jt::i .'-,j I;] j,i.:h;ti:c Courr1,y, H€l.e used irr
establishing tlier:€ Lr isLoric ''l':)rr1'ei:t's '

Frc,m t}te tlme Elkirar.t, Cclutrty wasj fjrst sett]ed :l.rr t,Lre 1B2tl.-s

ulr1i.].1at,ej.nthe19t,ir"*,,.,.,'y,far.nrlng!i.1F,tl.teprirrcipal
occupati.on, as it w'rs' in lrrdi;rrra in gerreral ' It wae back

breaking *or[-i,-, the ea.].y .lry,, ancl nrost farrrrer6 wel'e lucky
j-fl,he,ycoulclprudr:c"':er'ougL'f'-''t't'lreirownfan:irieg'Betweerr
1850 arr.l 1gtl0, farr.niirig h-as st,jrr tl:e aar cf l.jfe' ft'l'nro::t
pe':lp i-e i'lt f hel cr-rLlIl 1i' ' Bitt tlic F'er'1c'd t'iai:-' e I,rarrs i tli()11 jlr'y

orrr-, iri wliicit far.u,i,-,g ,,ri,o,ig"J ii'c,,n sullsist.t tice itrr,c' a l'r-:31

bus iness .

Tlr,:.:itd of tiri: pe'r'iod nral'll':''1 lfre be61i-nirlllg of:a "g()lcl'':rr age

of f ar.n;i i.g. ,, Ti:':l:rr..-, iclgi.:l-rJ i'lr.;. l'o.rtiirl€|n.|,F-:, s;.:ier:1. j f 1c

:rdvartt'..(-ltr+trLs:, aitrti il:i:rl'l'.crl ,.1..,,,",,'t:l lr','d rtlcail':(j ' nr:r!;i r'rE f il'mitlg

trlc)I't;l,r'ifi.i-airl-;''ii't'circlt''rct":l-"ifal';-'r'inP-Lre3!'lrr:tr:
irr.e'.ic,c:rtr.i.e cir.rrr4.,' .lI: i,hi.'; riutr 38'-: ' t')t'he}: irrtiul''i.'l' je:' i](?'j':tnlr:

3F, imp.1 I. 1'.ant, tr-., t}le .:OirIity arld ::.;aLe Clcon.)rtl .: e:i <r€i f al.rr,itrg }r:rd

been ' Tirt' nunrbel- '-rf pecr)i': i ri v':lv'''d irr f armirrg t-legalr ro

de'-:l-irte gr adu-rl I y ' jrbl f ew':r Ira!lcl 3 'dere r-equl-ret-l L(:' lil:ocll'rct: a

Iarger tsllollllt of 8r'rr'ci5 or) I*'s-; l arrd '

M;rrty f .rr:!t-,f ;; , gi11.-:lr irri ,JeVel.t-;pltr'-:))i" Ot 'l: f i:1fl''jl'Or'1":'{'tCrll J"l"-ltl(ji'; '

irrverrt.i()rlrj o{ }1.-\,r irclri;;pn,,-ia;,,';,, r.rel l" ii., agttci-t-i1,rll'ztl reSea'c'ir

atrd eclucatislll , I{ere I'esporls it'1''' i-c'r' tire c:iii-rItg':r:: iti

agri cul.rural ouring thre ig50- 1:jiil) perio,:l . 'i'Lr* rai Lroads ' for
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F-,ertti-t:rt.r l'{.-r. I.} l-"egt: ''" 'icri'*1'rl-r J Roirret- FaLnr

example, were f irst routed t,Irroughr Elktrart County ].n the
1850 - s. Tliig gave f .xril).lf s nrarkeie; f or st:,rpl-ur,; goods ' It wilFj

ciurirrg rhi..: p*ii,-rJ 1.frat, i'ort:trrci ErteeI pl-or'rt 1-e!rlaceci vtolderi

orf€r:i " l"1ec: hi:1rl j ca i- 1-fireoherrer, 1:'al't'ic'uleir iurpr-'r1-Ltrrt' f <rr ElkI-rtrr-t'

Ccrrrrrt,y, \-rfrere r"lhi:i.i i.ras:. .3 pa'ii,'-'ifi',I cr'-)p, l'r€-:)^r- j'lj gerl.1l":11 l-l:j€i'

by the lleginn irrg i;f 1"Lre F":riocl ' Tract'orl can'rrj ('tii tiie scerre

near the enci of -r,ire periocl . Breedirrg, procer::rirrg, arrd soi-1

conservation techrriques were al I greatly inrproved '

Agricu Itr.:.r:a1 .jotrrn.e.l s , Far-merer 
' Irtr:titrltes . arid r'he Grarrge '

as wel-I :is otir;l'il€. 1'icrrftitral c)r€iarrizat'jorrs;' r'Iere als'-'-,

started clrrring thesre Ycars '

TLre Rohrer Fatrm has a high dljgree ..lf in1:e8,t.it,}' for an Elkhatrt
County farm oi- tfri= y-,c,ri-d. The (rwtrers .5eem i'o Lrave reoie'ted
changes that would tiarrsfc,rn, tfrt. alppeararlce ,-.tf otfrer farnrs

after the turn of the cenLr-tt'y l'1or,;t otfrer tral'l.y Elkhart
Count,y f ;'lt.tTllj }'raV€ }.1,:'r;l 11 .:l l.+!(j,.(j(i i.t^l a 8rt.;:-rt. ,.1 ]it,.:}tt,, atit'l ir.nV€

riany )lt) r-h Cerrt.r.t1.y it,t.t:us;i(rnr:i ' 'f iier iiOlrr-er l"':rrnr rS t-t'nr;rrkable'

for ti.r,: ritlrvlvai of ''a) marry l3''i'r cr:IltLlry br-iildirrgs whicit
illustrate t,l're I ifc?:'ltyle of a e;tr jy Elicirarr:' Cc'unty f;-rrnr

fanrily.

TLre f al.ni, larger. f.ilarr avel-ag.l f c,r tlre clay , (lol-IFlinted of 2() 0

acrils p,-rrci,a.te.l by I'lc'frt'':r' ilt 1Bl-'3 ' It was a clivere'e
operat.ior.r. 'iire i)Lrl, is set rtP f': rr(.'use rl;ri ry cow'i -trcj f'tire I'

stock,a!]w.:IIaS.:qitiprnr:titaliililay.Tirereisalsoflglr)ok€
house, ei col.n crib, and a chlclien hc'use. Prc'l-''abIy wheat'
corn, drrd hay wert: alrrong the crol'g grown' Corn and Lray woulcl

havebeetrgrowntofeedthestock.Mostotherproductswere
for the family' s cr.,nsuil}ption. 'I'herre was rroFit ]ikely a

surplusc'fuli,=tt,wili'-:ltLrr'')vi'1'=''Jcashfort"a>:es'rlew
eqrliI)n]r:ni, .:nal n,ir.,,:*ilarreou:-, ':xpfltlsle'cj. '1'i''is v;or'li'l i'r3vcr t)€:r:rt

a ty1rj,;3i f.r'nr :n i'l ll'..rr::rt Cct' '"-1' f'ol' per.:-t-rti ' 'ir-'W'rI'dr'; t]-rt: el'ld

ofthe:iSthcent'rlry't'frereb':flariirrt'liec':'Llrlt')/a
Con(l()trtratioli on t1 .r-l t'yi nfi, wi'-i-c'f' Lrilt'l l>eCOnre jl:"oi j i.'al-'ie' wit'ir

the inrprt:vemerrt c)f Lrceclirrg, 1.cc:il itrg, gttal I)rr)ct-i55iI1B rrret'lrodc '

TLrisit;r"ttecteairtr;ilusattdnewer'Iarrgerbarnsonmany
f arnis .

The zrrch:.ter:tural )'risrory of Elkli::rt ccurlty rlates fronr tfre
182()'s, wiren t.he,:joilllty was fj-rst set'1.]i;ci Eight'e:err-siv'l'y i-r-r

anapprOXinratecttt.c.ifdat.efor'earlycclrrgtrtlctiorrtc.clrnj'ques
andear]y19tlreentttry"tyt",.(F-ec]era],Greel'^Revi'vaI,arrd
Gothic n*ui.r-l t . ,1'i,,,: Jncl j arir-r Hrt;';rrric sites -rrr,l srtrucfures
Inventorl' l.leniif ie"r 'rllly t';' Fecleral style )tot'lses' other
th;n 1.-lre iioi'rre1' f{r;tl:jr:, jrr lilLir arl' ()ouvrty ( E-l r<}"iaIr' Tr-rI^lfir:'i'ri!r

f4?9 :irrd ijar. l'j.gc,tt ,l,t'..\"tllsiritr, fl'.'1,, ,. .I.her.e are 3 rlu:Tli]e,r .:-'f

houses icierrtif j-ed r.r: tire i:rvetr t,Dry erFj irav j-rrg hleert c:irttl:truc Lecj
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duringtheearlyperiod,buttiiesealeGreekRevival,Gotlric
Revival, or "irnfL, 

ttnstylisti-c dwellirrgs- The reaFjorl for so

few Federal L,ouies is prob.ablv trecause tirele were 50 few

people in nixrrart Cour,ty ciuriirg t,|re tinre t}rat t}re etyle waFi

nrost popuf ar. 
"-Fi.rnu.rs wl'ro er,i.ered t'iie Iridianir thror'lglr

rrorthern r:out,es oft.errerl irypar::,:.rJ tYte rrot't,kret'rr coLlrtti€rs irr
favor of bet,ter f irrt;rlerrrtf iti I i I iliors ' !ivetr t'frcrrrSi'r the f irst
se1-,tl err.r arrivecl it: t.ite: cotlrl 1..y I rr tl'rt-r 182()'s ' t'Lrere I'rel:e

fewer than 1,[](]() F'eople ir' it3O' arrd onlv 6'660 irr 1840' Bv

this tinre, the Grlek Hevival Style was in vogue ' altd the
Federal styl e-was waning irr popir Larity. , All t,frree of the
Federalhotrsesareslgnific-:ant-c].€j].areE}P'hartCoulrty
examples of the gtY l-e '

The s;ettlenrent peri otJ f or: Harr':-::'ltr 'f r-rwt-rairip ' approx j n'ar'ellr

1B4t) to 'L86() , st,artr later'1-l'ian f')r't'he Ccr'iniy jn gerreral'
Harrison Township w;-rs in the gclutirerrl part, of t}re coulity'
removed from ir."-I.lll<hart River and other transportation
routes. The souther. part of the count,y was. also swampy.

These factors nrade 1-[e tcrwnehlp ].ess des'irab]e fc'rr

e;e*,tIerrtent. i,harr t,l-ie r'crrthern pal.t of t!e: c-rc)t111t)'. I'1<-rst of the
earl'y s,ett]el-s of Ii,-,r.riS.-,n .]'o.,ltr:;iiip, c;f ..iet.nrati de:lceirt. c.llrle

{rollr Pennsy]vanier. xany ,-.rthet'r: of Erlglisir cles':ent cafire f l'c'rttr

the caroliras and V jr-gilrra. They I jkery C.1me - f rom tirest:

o].<]erareaS,where.,he].arti<]h;icjl-reensubciivided,atldthesoil
SI,erltfr..>tnabusivt.farnri.rrgt'e..lirtri-qtles-r:eekitrglargerfarms,
witir l-reL1..r::r' ..'i j ' flhiit .l'lt'-rY 8r;1 wa$ nt-'t i'rrinre f ;-rrml;attd:

rat.her, .iL thi s., l.i+,.e d.:te, t.i,i: guL wfi;,.ri' t;'-'r'.t'irerll l rrdiarr:r lrad

t,..r ,tf fer': swamtr'Iiilrtis that' lr'rr-l -''-"' f;e dririrrt:ci aird ':l-elrred '

The origina] house c,rJ Lhe p]:op€It,Y,. probtibiy const,ructed
sfrortly af ter. Joselrh .T. Roi,r"i- pur.:has,:d 1,.lie f arnr, irr 1853 '

ancl nra::ried, in lLr[-'1i, is-: s'rigtrll-ji:'rt-rt" i1s' uIlL: t-rf t'ii': ear]ler:r'
.:xt;lrrl,ilrrusle:--,it-'ii:'ttl'i:-;c-'rl'i'o';t'lii-ir"-rrl'lifi-r'il'i':'3;):-ii''f1i-::'rri:'r
Fj./..-ifflpi: ,-,i jlil Ojtj 'i'-)il't:: r'tlr:i'-'i1 'J-:; l:T''-'l- r'"-'!'-i:l':t;': i-it'' ' ]-aI'Sr1:1'

h':use. U.'.rc:lt F i.':'r'd'- r' f a'n'i ly j'r:l i'lll a 
":rna 

l i "'1i'i::ir 
ie;rpc'rary '

slrelter befor... 11 ntl,:-:i'tak jr,c r,'iie' i)ilol-mLLls: l:r5fi c-'f clenrrirlg t!re

Iand. L.rter, t1e.iw,=llirrg r; ;.' us,-r.ii jy 3i1;11161 '..rv'r3tl :-rr f[1vor r'r

.1 larger. frOtrSe. Very few c,f :-i;eFj€ .Jrlg'jrr'l.ri' ilr-)U€''ee"' SUfvive Ot:

cc,nt,6jnipcrrdrY Ii.l kirarr (lr-rr-ttlt'y i:'i-'r's ' Tfrct c-'r'Le'irl'al Fohrer htouBe

j:-: l!'!1,er{ibitirrg 3::i' r!' eXZtnlpi€' l" C{)Il'c-)ill'i-Ir':t'l')}t 3]ir-i IayOUt'' of

a t.ypic,a-l Gr:t'nr.'rl; '1ii':'!'t{='-'r it':'rr:'" j iii* firiri-r}: :ir:en Llr

Pennsylvatria. .1..).ii,r1.,ll ",t. fir.;111r:t , vlirr'-; Ittc'st i ikt:iy trlriit tire

ilcltrs€ hinrsleJ f , w'1 ::, ..f Ge l-nr:..rr ij ,:scerrt. , Strti ..:1 r.ratt j.ve r.;f

lJanca$Ler , IteltrrgY J v;tlr ilr '

lli r..lre same f arrily r-ttit'iI the 1950'r: '
i.ire !rt-!':5e:'t1 o'FltIe:l^ . r'lhristner GfirvelThe Rohrer Farln relirii irrLl(j

Wheir I t. 9li-.i-, f,tll.,.'ii.1.::-:r.i by
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Company.

The Rohre r h-zirnr r.rii 3 iriexp l. j c.aL'l.:l .rlTj j i-.r,ed f -r'oltj r:'i-ie I :-lr-i iarra
Historic Sites'ltana Sr,r,-rctures-, Itiverrt,o'y. 'fl'i= appe'1ra'-i':-:e of
thre f artrr ig, t,r,clrlr, , i.he g,1lllfi ,-1ri;i rt T''{.:iE 1l ji e,il'Fj' 9g':r, t^liielr t'lie

survey was conducteci ' Sincc: 1'liere arrj Irrllrrj, ot'her farms
incl-ucled in the inventory wiriclr irave ler:s irrt'egrity t'han t'he

Rohrer Farm, it eppears ttiat Lire onriF:sio]'r w:1ri ar! over'5ighi''



Elkhart County Atlas ' l9)7'

Elkhart CountY Land Records '

Illu=tr@s of Elkhart County, fndiana' Chicago:
aComffi

Gordon, Leon M. Il. "The lnflUence of River Transportation on St' Joseph

and Elkhart 
'iorrr.rii"=, iB;ii:aO,l; Inqiar,ra i\tag?zlr]e of Historv, XLVI'

i"Ai"""polis: Indiana Historical- Society' L950'

Plat Book o ' Chicago: George A' Ogle and

-Company, 

1892.

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[-l preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)

has been requested

[-l previously listed in the National Register

H See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:

l-l previously determined eligible by the National Register

l-ldesignated a National Historic Landmark

[-l recorded
Survey #

by Historic American Buildings

[-l recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record #

lTl St"te historic preservation office

n otner state agency

[-l rederat agency

l-l Locat government

l-l University

E otner
Specify rePository:

10. Geographical Data

UTM References
a I i,nl I qlR,ql o'a'ol

Zone Easting

cl ' I I | ' | , ' I

Bl ,l I'l 'l" l

Tone Easting Northing

Dl rl

f, See continuation sheel

larqlq'qls'n'ol
Northing

I;':'ff#"Xl""i.onTl', approximatelv 48g l::t-:3::^3:f :?,2.1:27t.?"311, "t the poin

which d.efrnes the northwe=i "ot.t6t 
of the northeast qulrter of Section )4 '

Township )6 North, Range 5 East; thence J6O i"et sout^h; thence J6 feet east;

thence 248 feet south; tfrence-144 feet eist; thence 2?B feet north; thence

24 feet west; thence 330 fe;; north; tit"n"u't?6 feet west to the point of

begl-nnl-ng . [-*l s"" conlinuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary for the historic
historic fence Ii-nes and tree
relating to the historic use
been included.

property has been established on
lines. The boundarY encompasses

of the buildings. No agricultural

D S"e continuation sheet

the basis of
land directly
fields have

11. Form P
name/title Tha istoric eservation ConsulleUl
organization o"t" March 15. 1q88

H:ffil terePhone fl1^/i?2-68l6 "-^^'^.-^- TN =ia raAa 4'1ZV tStIitltl g llulllvsl

city or town Columbus state 
-- 

{l zip code a ( Lv L
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F,tanclar.'d Atl:rs cJ- iuiri-r.e-L L'lultv - Chicagc-': tieorge A' t-)gIe

and Conrpany , 19 15 '

Begley, PhyIlis. i'ntervlew, 27 Jarruary' 19BB '


