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l. Name
Robinson, Horney, House

and/orcommon Coffee, Gary, Residence

2. Location
street & number 7320 Lower Huntington Road N/4- not for pubticarion

city, town Fort Wayne X vicinity of

Indi ana code 0.|8 Ailen code 0033. Classification
Gategory Ownership Status Present Use

_ agricufture
.- commercial
_ educational
-- entertainment
_ goyernment
.- industrial
_ military

_ museum
_ park
X private residence
_ religious
=- scientific
_ transportation
_ other:

- 
district _ pubtic X occupiedX OuitOing(s) X private =- unoccupied

- 
structure _ both

-.- sire pubtic Acquisilion *":"$',:progfess
-- object _ in process X yes: restricted

.. 9reing considered _- yes: unrestrictedN/R 
- 

no

name Gary and r]ane Coffee

streett number 7320 Lower Huntington Road

city, town Fort l^Ja X vicinity ol ltgte Ind.iana 468095. Location of Le Description
courlhouse, registry of deeds, etc. Al I en COunt Courthou se

slreel & number Main Street & Calhoun Street

clty, tolvn Fort Wayne Indiana 469026.8 resentation in Existing Surve
N/A has this property been determined ellgible?

-yos 
X no

_, lEdaral *- 3telo _= county _- locel

dcporltory tor survay rocordt N/A

8t8lG
clty, town



7. Description
Condltlon

- 
crcallcnt --* deterloraled

X good *- rulns

- 
frlr 

-_ 
unexPosed

Chcck onc

-- 
unaltered

X alered

Chaek one
--X- original site

- 
moved date

Dcrcrlbo thc prctent end orlginal lll lnownf phyrlcal aPpetr.nce

The Horney Robinson House sits on a rise overlooking Lower Huntington Road to the south.
Lower Huntington Road is an early thoroughfare paralleling the t{abash and Erie Canal and
Upper Huntington Road to the north.

Federal 'in sty1e, the orig'inal part of the house is a two-story frame structure with a
rectangular plan and an end gable roof. This part of the house has been altered very
little since the house was constructed. There is also an early "salt Box" addition on
the rear of the house and a 1977, cne-story garage addition on the east side. Both
additions are compat'ible in material, scale, and sty'le, and do not detract from the
historic character of the house.

The main part of the house has a five-bay main facade and one-bay end facades. The entry
is in the center bay of the main (south) facade. The original door has been replaced.
The existing door is a six panel door. The dqor surround consists of p'ilasters which
support a simple entablature. l,lindows are double-hung with six lights in each sash.
The w'indows have plain surrounds. The house has clapboard siding and cornerboards.
Cornerboards on the main facade are replacements which match the originals. A plain
frieze surrounds the building under the eaves. The roof materia'l is asphalt shingles.
The foundation is river rock. The house has a sjx foot cel'lar.

The interior has original native wa'lnut woodwork, probably planed at Robinson's nearby
mill. Some interior alterations were made in 1930. These included elimination of the
central hall so that the stairway could be turned around. The original walnut and poplar
treads and risers were retained, but the lower handrar"ls an{ posts were changed. Two east
windows were enlarged, but the original walnut woodwork was retained. The interior doors
are all the original walnut, two panel doors. The second story has the original poplar
olank floors.



8. Significance
lrcer ol Signlllcrncc-Ghcck and lurtify bclow

_ prchtstorlc _-* srchoology-prehietoric .-.- community planning 

- 
land$cape archltectur€ 

--- 
religion

- 
140(}-1499 

-.rchoology-historic - 
conlervetion 

- 
law 

- 
gclence

_ 1500-1599 

- 
agrlculture 

- 
economlcs 

- 
llterature 

- 
sculpture

_- 1600-1699 J- archltecture 
- 

educatlon 
- 

mllltary 
- 

soclal/
_ 17qF1799 

- 
ert ., engineering 

- 
muslc humanitarian

X tgOO-t999 

- 
commerce tr arplorationisettlemenl 

- 
phllosophy 

- 
thcater

_ lgooF 
- 

communicatlons 
- 

industry polltics/government 

- 
transportation

- 
invenllon

- 
other (specify)

Specltic detes ca. 1845 Builder/Architect Unknown

Statement ol $ignificance {in one paragraphf

The Horney Robinson House is significant as the home of an early Allen County pioneer and
as one of the o'ldest remain'ing frame houses in the county. The house Wds bujlt by Horney
Robinson, an Allen County pioneer who, with his father, Thomas, came to the area when
Fort Wayne was just a fort and trading post. The house, a Federal Styie dwelling of frame
construction, represents a type of architecture which is rare in Allen County. The build-
ing retains a high degree of integrity.

Robinson purchased the property where the house is located in'1832 and built a sawmill
on the right bank of Lost Creek, now Robinson Creek. The mil'l was equipped with a "muley"
sav/ and powered by an undershot wheel. It was abandoned after the development of steam
mills in Fort Wayne, but remains of the dam were visible until recently.

According to a great-granddaughter of Robinson, Zeta Lopshire of Fort Wayne, the house was
constructed around'1845. The first white child born in this area was Robinson's son,
!,larren, in November, '|834. The first death in the area lvas that of Robinson's sister,
Mary Robinson Bay, in '!84'| . Robinson donated land fo.r a church (Bristol Chapel ) and
cemetery, where he was buried in '1887.

After Robinson's death, his second wife, Amanda Bart Robinson, and subsequently her son,
Nelson Bart, owned the house. John Carsten bought the property from Bart in .|913. 

The
present owners purchased the house from Carsten's son, Wayne, in .|966.
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P'lease see cont'inuation sheet

I O. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property I .I acfes
Quadrangte n"nr" Fort l^Jayne l.iest
UTM References
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Please see continuation sheet

List all stater and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state A code county

state

It, form Prepared By
namellitle Jane Coffee and Phyliis G. (Hopkins ) Br oclrerer*

organization N/R date October 15, ]984

srreet&number 
.l005 

Pencross Drive 219/747 -2891
ferephone 219 / 631 -609

clty or town Fort Wayne Indiana 46825

12. state Historic Preservation officer GertitlCation
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

_ national __ state X local

f-s lhe designated State Historic Preservation Officer lor the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (public Law g9-
665)' lhereby nominate this property lor inclusion in the National Register and certify tnit it n"" been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by tne Natftnal paik sewlce.

ll A+t
Stale Historlc Preservation Officer signature

11e Indiana State Historic preservation

For t{PB u*e only , : :

I hercby cortlfy thar thts propcriy lc Inctudcd In the i{ettonat Fegtstet

Kooper of the Flatimal Rsgiots

Atteat:
Cllld ct Registration

date 2-6-85
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Griswold's Pictorial History of Fort Wayne, Indiana, Vol. I, P.695-98;Vol
191 7.

Helms History of Pleasant Township, Sec. 36, Twp. 30, Range 11.

Fort Wayne Journal , Ju'ly 23, 1887.

Robertson, Valley of the Upper Maumee R'!ter, Vol.

Census Records, Fort Wayne Pubf ic Library. .|840,
.I850, Pleasant Township, p. 439, Roll 96.

II, p.477,

I, p. 447 .

Aboite Township, p. 37, Roll 23;

Item number l0

A parcel of land in the South half of Section 36, Township 30 North, Range'11 East,
Allen County, Indiana, and more particu'lar1y described as follows, to-wit: Commencing
at the intersection of the East line of the Branstetter Reserve and the centerline of
the Lower Huntington Road; thence in an Easterly d'irection along the centerl'ine of the
Lower Hunt'ington Road a distance of 'I03.|.2 feet to the place of beginning; thence
continuing a'long the centerline of the Lower Huntington Road a distance of 205.5 feet;
thence'in a Norther'ly directjon and making an interior angle 99" and 7 minutes with
the last descrihed line, a distance of 253.0 feet; thence in a Northwesterly djrection,
and making an jnterior angle of 96" and 30 minutes with the last described line, a
distance of '|49.0 feet; thence in a Southwester'ly direction and making an interior
angle of 89" and 20 minutes with the last described line a distance of 300 feet to
the place of beginning, containing 1.'l acres of land, more or less, subject to all
legal roads and highways.
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