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l. Name
hlrtorlc Ferguson, Benjamin, Holse

and/or common

2. Location
strect & number 673 High Street

Charl estown

\/A- not for publication

clty, town N/A- vicinlty of c;g;ni.rr|-a.a*a

Indi ana code 0lg county C] ark 019

3, Glassification
Getcaory

- 
dlgtrict

X ouruing(s)

- 
structure

- 
slte

- 
obiect

Ownellhip

- 
publlc

. X pAvate

- 
both

Publlc Acqulritlon

- 
In process

- 
belng considered

N/n

Statur
X occupied

- 
unoccupied

- 
work in progress

Acce*ible
X yes: restricted

- 
yes: unrestricted

_no

Precent Ure

- 
agriculture

- 
commercial

- 
educational

- 
entertainment

- 
governrnent

- 
Industrial

- 
military

_ museum

- 
park

X private residence

- 
religious

- 
scieniific

- 
transportatlon

- 
other:

4. Ownet of Property
l,l. Robert & Bonny l.Iise

street & number 673 Hi gh Street

city, town Charl estown N/A-- vicinity ot Indiana 471 I I

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouee,raglstryofdecds,etc. Clafk COUnty CoUrthOrSe, C.rrt, R....d.ar. offi..
Etret & number Court Avenue

clty, lown Jeffersonvi'l I e stet€ Indi ana 47'| 30

6. Bepre$entation in Existing Surveys
Indiana Hlstorlc Sites

t|tb and Structur3s*.I.ny.entou-. . . _ hrr llrlgoprt.y.bccn rhrrmlnad. ctfglbt? .- ycl L- no

August, 1979

- 
lc&nl X rtetc 

-_ 
county 

- 
locrl

rhporltoryforturvryrcordr Dlvision of Historic Preservation and Archaeoloqy

clty, town Indj anapol i s Indiana



7. Description
Gondttlon

- 
crcrllcnl 

- 
dctorloretcd

X good 
- 

rulnr

- 
trlr __ uncxporcd

Ghcct onr
X orlginal rltc

- 
movod d.te

Chrel one

- 
unrllcrcd

X eftrrrd N1A

Drcrlbr thr prrlrnt rrd otlglnrl lll knownf phyrlcrl rPP.rt.nc.
The Ferguson House is a-simple Federal stylestructure with a pitched roof. The original
two-stoiy house is made of brick laid in-cornrnon bond, and vtas built with an outside
kitchen. Soon after construction, a single story brick wing was added to the northeast
end. New owners in the 1860's added two frame additions to the rear.

The windows contain most of the original panes and are either slx over six, or nine over
six. The main, southeast facade has three bays on the origina1 house, with the eastern-
most being an entrance; all have flat radiating arches. The one-story addition has two
bays. Th6 front door is not original, but the four-pane transom is original and is of
pegged construction, as are the door shutters.

The interior has ten-foot cej'lings and deep baseboards. Three rooms contain the original
Federal style fireplace mantels. The two-run staircase has poplar posts and balustrade,
while the treads are blue ash, all pegged.

The second story retains its original wide board pop'lar f'loors, while the first story
floors have been overlaid with oik parquet. Some of the original, two-piece chair rail
remains in the upper and lower hallway.

Built-in cupboard space is plentiful: the bedroom has a wardrobe,.!lt" liv'ing room a window

ieat, the stairhail'a large'c'loset, the dining room a floor-to-cei'ling pantry, and the
parlor has deep cupboards on either side of the fireplace

Accordjng to a lgll Sanborn insurance pap, there were a total of seven structures on the
l;i; no*'thur" are two.- Immediately behiirA tne house is a story-and-a-half shed that has

a fruit cellar with a plaster floor. ln one part of the shed is a large fireplace that
was meant to receive 'large cau'ldrons used to Wash c'loth'ing.

The or.ig'ina'l well is still on the lot and has a hand-hewn limestone cover. There
also a iarg" brick patio in a herringbone pattern, as vlell as a walkway that goes

of the iength of the lot.

'ts

most



nificance
Frdod

- 
prohltlorlc

- 
ItFo.ltlgO

_ 1500-1590
*_ 1&1600
_ 17dF1798
x 18{XF1899
_ 19flF

,, lgrlculture
f, erchllcctun

- 
art

- 
commcrcc

- 
oconomlcl

- 
cducrtlon

- 
onglnerrlng

- 
lew

-- 
lltlrrturc

- 
mllttery

- 
murlc

-- 
rclcncs

- 
rculptuG

-_ 
rocleV
humenltrrlen

- 
thGilor

lrcer of Slgnlflcrncr--Ghrck rnd |urflly below

- 
rrchcology-pr;hlrtoric __ communlty plenning _- lendrcrpa erchltccturc- rallglon

-rrchcology-hlatorlc -conrsrrtlon

- 
cxplontlon/srttlamcnl 

- 
phllotophy

- 
communlcatlons 

- 
Induotry

- 
lnvsntlon -polltlcUgoycrnmcnt -trtnsportttlon

- 
othrr (spcclfy)

Sprcltle drtm .|816 _ Bulldcr/Archltrcl Renjamin F""',,.nn, B,,i jd"t
Itrtrmrnt ol 3lgnlllcrncr lfftff,ff0ltffilltt

The Benjamin Ferguson House is significant as one of the conrnunity's best remaining
structures from its ear'liest period, and because it was built by someone who became a
prominent leader in the conTnunity.

Ferguson came to Charlestown from Virginia and immediately purchased land in Clark County.
He purchased]ot number 27 from James McCampbell in l8l5 for $lOO. The house was probably
finished by the time he married Sarah Flay'in April of 1816. Ferguson was elected to the
first Indiana House of Representatives in .|8.|6, the year Indiana was admitted to the
Union, and continued to serve almost every year unti'l '1833. His range of activities
eventually included the Board of Directors for the Clark County Seminary; the second
Postmaster of Charlestown; a'lawyer and associateCfrcuit Courtjudge; and Master of the
Blazing Star Masonic Lodge.

Ferguson and his wife stayed in this house only a short tirne, however, selling the house
and lot in 1818 to Joseph Barbaroux for $2500. Barbaroux, in turn, so'ld it'in 1819, and
the deed stated "...lot #27 containing 80 feet in front and 200 in back on which lot of
ground a brick house and kitchen are erected thereon. The sa'id was conveyed to me by
Benjamin Ferguson and Sarah, his wife." The house changed ob,ners frequently until .l860,

when a young German immigrant named John George Spreisterbach purchased it. Spreister-
bach and hjs son, Louis, v.lere blacksmiths, the son iater becoming a lawyer and judge
and, in 1904, Charlestown's first mayor.

The house was a rental property for 20 years, before being purchased by its present owners
in 1980.

According to Dana's Geographica'l Sketches on the Western Country,.|819, Charlestown had
about .|60 houses, chief'ly of brick. Today, there are but a handful from this early
period, of wh'ich the Ferguson house is one of the best preserved.



9.M or Biblio ra hical References
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Di rectory
of Cl ark
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I, 1816-1899

etc.,1899
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[6. Early
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the Counties of Clark,

I O. Geographical Data
Acrcagcof nomlnated prop.rty I ess than onp
Quadranglc name Cha rl es tcrwn
UMT Relcrencec

o lt ,o I lolr ,olz,z,ol l+ rz ls rs l: re rol
Zone Eastlng Northing

cl r I I | , | ' , I

el , ll I r | , ' I

cl ' I I | ' | , ' I

Ouadrangle rcarc 'l :24000

tl 
' I I l I , , I I , | , L , I

Zona Eastlng Northlng

lrlrlrrl ol r I ll'lr'll'lrl',1
rl rl I I r I' r I I r I ' I r , I

xl r I ll'l',1 l,l'l',1l,l,l'rl
Vcrtal boundary detcription and juttificetion The WhOl e
the map or plan of the town of Charlestown, Clark
High Street, and running back the same width 200'

of lot #27 as known and designated on
County, Indiana, and fronting B0' on
to an alley

Lltt all ttatcr and countiet for propertier overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A county

county code

1 1. Form Prepared By
nameltltle Bonny Ellen l.lise

organizatlon .January 4, .|983

streer & number 673 Hi gh Street telephone 812/256-6651

clty or town Charl estown Indiana 471 I 1

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Gertification
The evaluated signiflcance ol thls property wlthin the state is:

- 
national

-- 
state X tocal

As the deelgnated Stale Hlstorlc Preseryation Offlcer for the Natlonal Historlc Preservailon Act ol 1966 (Publlc Law 8F
565), I hereby nomlnate thl8 property lor Incluslon in the Natlonal Reglster and certlfy that ll has been evaluated
accordlng to thc crlterla and procedures set torth by

Staie Hlltorlc Preservatlon Offlcer slgnature

tlonal Pcrk Servlcc.

April 2l, 1983gls Indiana State Historic Preservati Offi cer
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