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l. Name

andror common Samg

2. Location
street & number 420 South H'igh Street NIA- not lor publication

city, town Munci e NIA vicinity of {clgrcci.ti.|{istftlf

Indi ana 0.|8 county Del aware 035

3. Glassification
Gategory OwnershiP

- 
district 

- 
public

,, building(s) X Private
A structure 

- 
both

Public Acquisition

- 
in process

- 
being considered

Status
X occupied

- 
unoccupied

- 
work in progress

Accessible
X yes: restricted

- 
yes: unrestricted

_no

Present Use

- 
agriculture

X commercial

- 
educational

- 
entertainment

- 
government

- 
industrial

- 
military

_ museum

- 
park

- 
private residence

- 
religious

- 
scientific

- 
transportation

- 
other:

- 
site

- 
object

A

4. Owner of ProPe
Roberts Hotel, Ltd.

srreer&number 420 South High Street

clty, lown Munci e NIA vicinity of srare Indi ana

courthouss, reglstry ol deeds, etc. Del County Buildi
.|00 

West t'tain Streetstreet & number

Munci e state Ind i anaclty, town

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

N/A has this property been determined eligible? 
- 

yes X no

- 
lederal 

- 
state 

- 
county 

- 
local

depository for survey records

city, town

N/A

state



Gondition

- 
ercellenl

_ good
A talr

Check one

- 
deteriorated 

- 
unaltered

- 
ruins X altered

- 
unexposed

Check one
X original site

- 
moved oate N/A

Dercrlbc the prelent and original (if knownf physical aPpearance

The Roberts Hotel "is a freestanding stee'l and reinforced concrete structure faced with red

uric[ ano with details picked out in lndiana ]imestone. The sty'le can be described as

Colonial Rev.ival. The basement, first, and mezzanine floors are nearly.square, being

iio; on the High-str;et-(-;;aj iia., and '|25'on the Howard Street (south) side. The

second through the sixth floors are in the form of an ell, aligned north and south along

High, and east and west a'long Howaia. These sides, with seygn-lay: each on the.ground 
-

floor and lz on l5e rpp.r st6riei, constitute the main, publ.ic-facing-views of the hotel'
and as such are decorated w'ith daik clinker brick veneer and lndiana limestone- The

elevations not tiiing the street are faced with common brick. The roof is flat and

hidden by a ParaPet wal1.

The major entrances to the building are recessed and located in the-center.bays of the two

main facades. p""i.nirv, the entiinces are sheltered with non-original_fabric canopies.

Each entrun...u"r.nlfy hur non-orig'ina1, double,satt'n-finished,stock aluminum doors.

l,,lindows above the first floor are orig'inal wooden doub'le-hung sash, with the mezzanine
level having four-over-eight'lights and the remainder havi!g gight-over-eight Iights.- Thg

corner bays-have narrou,er paired windows with three-over-six 1]shts o1 th9 mezzan'ine level ,

and six-o-ver-six above. 0n the mezzanine, second, and sixth f'loors the windows have heavy

l.imestone frames. Shouldered architraves are seen on the frames of the second story windows

All sills are limestone.

The f.irst floor windows on the south, or Howard Street, side have been covered with dark
stained vertical planking. The origina'l plans and old photographs'ind'icate that these
bays contained recessed [tate giass-shop fronts. This same planking treatment has been

usid on the two southern-nrost bays on the High Street side. The remaining four.bays on

the High Street side, as well as the two bayi on the alley to the north of the hotel, have

retainid the orig.inai th"e.-part wooden "Chicago l,Jindows". Each has a large centra'l plate
flanked by narrow six-over-njne ljght,double-hung sash.

Decorative elements on the main elevations are worked in patterns of limestone aga'inst a

uiitground of brick. pa'ired limestone pi'lasters with paneled shafts and acanthus leaf
;piiuii rise from about'l8" above the street leve'l to a ful'l entablature, direct'ly below

the second story sill. In the areaabovethe first f1oor windows and below the sill of the

mezzanine w.indows are groups of three limestone-framed panels with brick infill. Above

the mezzanjne windows ind it tfre same level as the pilaster cap'ita1s'is a narrow band,

with a wave scroll motif cut into the limestone. At the second story., d'irect'ly on top of
the entablature, are bas-relief urns which define thg corner bays. The.corner bays are

further defined by blick quoins projected from the surface of the building.

Two I 'imestone stri ng
band between the bel t
the s'ixth flooris a

courses run between the fifth and sixth floors of the hotel- The brick
courses is decorated with limestone medalions and festooning. Above

dentjled limestone cournjce topped with a parapet wall.

Generally, the exterior remains remarkably unchanged from the original design.. The major

areas of modification involve the insensiiive cov6ring of the first floor windows on the

Howard Street ti'0..'Ai;;; ritse iron ba'lconies have been removed from the corner bays

at the second storY level.
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION/ INTERIOR

The si gn'if i cant contri buti ng i nterior
or Georgian Room, both located on the

areas are the main lobby and the main dining room'
first floor.

The lobby is a square area, roughly 50' to a side, 'located-in the centen of the hote'l .

The cent-ral lobby space rises to the top of the mezzanine 'leve'l , unobstructed by any

vertjcal supporti. 'The 
mezzanine ga'l1ery overhangs the central space on the south side

and is open,but not overhanging, on the west side.

Since the lobby is behind the guest room tower, natura] figl'! enters the space through
nine skylights-positioned w'ithin the grid pattern of the ceiling. The dynamically
shjfting play ot tight and shadow fjliering through the skylights helps make the lobby one

of the most p'leasant indoor spaces in Muncie.

The front desk currently occupies about one-third of the length of the east wall of the
1obby. Rising the fu]l-height of the first story, the desk projects about seven feet into
the iobby. I; foml-, the.deik is a rectangular, llat-topped box open above counter level
on the s-outh and weit sides. The southweit corner is supported by a large square column.

fhe west opening is partially covered by an inappropriate.cjrcu'lar pattern iron grlll.
The desk aha itiptacement ar-e not origina'l and, as such, do not contrjbute to the historic
character of the hotel.

Main entry to the lobby is gained through vestibules and corridors leading frol.the H'igh

Street and Howard Street entrances. Origina'lly, another corridor opened-onto the lobby
from the center of the east wa'll, but this corridor has been removed in favor of a smaller
aooiway leading i.orn the southeait corner of the east wall. This door serves as al en!!Y
to a l6unge ar6a. In a recessed section covering roughly two-thirds of the north wa]l,
formerly lne tocation of the front desk, a doorway ]eads to _th9 kitchen. Ali doors are
glass a-nd satin finished alumjnum and are not in character with the bu'i1ding.

Except for some eracks, the original, multicolored terrazzo flooring-remains-intact under

the bresent covering of wall-tolwall carpeting. The pattern of the f'loor reflects the
grid of the lobby ceiling.

The most sign.ificant feature of the lobby is the magnificent plasterwork still extant
tnroughoui.- puired Corinthian pilasters, corresponding t9 tl9 structura'l grid-of the
iliiai;g, artjculate each of thb wa1ls into three ba}!: At the corners the pil.asters
;;;;ingi". The pilasters carry a ful1 entab'lature with festooned fnieze and dentiled
corni ce.

Large roof beams resti!9 on the.pilaster of.the north and south walls run acrCIss the lobby'

These are encas6a in plisttr and'are decorated. on the underside wtth. recessed, noulded

pl..irl wr'ii.-in. iiobs echo the iestooned and dent'iled entablature of lhe stde walls'
tfie-giia pattern ii iorpi.lia uy sha'llow paneled beams runntng east and west.

0n the south side two pairs of massive,scrolled cantilevers_support the overhanging
giti..V. 0n the north and east walls of the mezzanine-level, double sets of casement

iinaowi face inio the lobby at each bay. Turned spindle railings in front of each set
of casement wjndows form filse balconils which carry out the ba]cony theme employed on

the south and west walls of the mezzanine.
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The main dining room, or the Georgian Room, also remains large'ly intact and therefore
contributes to the significance of the hotel. The dining room is rectangular, measuring
36'x 53'. It is'located in the northwest corner of the first floor. fn plan, the room
is div'ided into six equal-s'ized squares about'18' to a side which correspond to the
structural grid. Two'large columns stand at the intersection points of the grid on the
center axis of the room.

Entry into the dining room is gained through a doorway leading from a foyer located just
inside the High Street entrance. This doorway was remodeled to resemble that of a
Colon'ial house and is quite out of place in its present setti_ng. The tri-part picture
windows mentioned in the exterior description articulate the west and north exterio!^
wa'lls (three on the west and two on the north).

As'in the ma'in 1obby, the real significance of the din'ing room is witnessed in the richness
of the p'laster detailing. The columns and pi'lasters defjning the bays are paneled and
carry a fine acanthus leaf capita'|. The ceiling of each bay is dominated by a plaster
rosette medalion surrounded by plasterwork formed into an intricate circular pattern.
Presently, hardware, lighting fixtures, and f1oor coverings are not original.

NOTES

lAd*in'istration Building, Service Motor Truck Co., l,labash, Indiana.
V. 120, No. 2382, Dec.7, 1921.

American Architect.

Woman's Art Building, Indianapolis, Ind. American Architect. V. 120, No. 2382,
Dec. 7,1921.

House of Marshall Haywood, Esq., Lafayette,
Jan. 18, 1922.

Ind. American Architect. V. 121, No. 2382,

The Greystone, A Hotel at Bedford,
July 30, 1924.

In. American Architect. V. 126, No. 2451,



8. Signif icance
Period Areas of SignilicanceGheck and iustify below
_ prehistoric _ archeology-prehistoric 

- 
community planning 

- 
landscape architecture- religion

- 
14011-.1499 

- 
archeololy-Listorlc 

- 
conservation 

- 
law 

- 
science

_ 15OO-15gg 

- 
agriCulture 

- 
economics 

- 
literature 

- 
sculpture

- f eOef Sgg X architecture --- education -- military 
- 

social/

- 
1700-1799 

- 
art 

- 
engineering 

- 
music humanitarian

- f AgCf Agg X commerce 
- 

exploration/settlement 

- 
philosophy 

- 
theater

X- i;A 
--- 

communications _ industry 
- 

politics/government 

- 
transportation

- 
invention 

- 
other (sPecifY)

Specillc detes l92l Buitder/ArchirecrA. frl. Stoolman/Charles l,{. Nicol

Stttcmcnt ol Significance (ln one pa:agraphf

The Roberts Hotel is an important and finely crafted example of the Colonial Revival
sty'le. More important, however, is its former role as Muncie's most elegant and gracious
holel. The Roberts played host to Muncie's most important visitors during the_prosperous
period between the .t9201s 

and 
.|960's. Today, it is the downtown's tallest building, and

the city's only hotel.

The Roberts Hotel was the product of the financial resources of local entrepreneurs,
A. C. Thornburg, George Roberts, and A. C. Lips'itz. Built as the luxury hote'l in Muncie,
the Roberts was designed by Charles l,l. Nicol, of Lafayette, and constructed by A. t,l.

Stoolman, of Champaign, Illinois. The hotel opened on February'15,1921, and its size
and elegance have never been surpassed in Muncie.

The hotel closed in 1972, but reopened in .|976. 
A maior rehabjlitation is being planned.
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Verbal boundary description and iustification
Lots Numbered Forty-four (44), Forty-five
j n Se'itz' s Addi ti on to the Ci ty of Munc'ie,

(45), Forty-six (46), and Forty-seven (47)
lndi ana .

List all stater and countiee lor properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county

county

I 1. Form Prepared By

name/title Larry Snyder

organlzation N/A date Feb. 25, 1982

streer&number 420 South H'igh telephone 3l u286-0900

Muncie Indiana
clty or town

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated signlficance of this property within the state is:

- 
natlonal

-- 
state X locat

Ae the deslgnated state Hlstorlc Preservation officer for tne Nalional Historlc Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8ts
665), I trereSy nomlnate this property for Inclusion in the Natlonal Register and certify that lt has been evaluated
accordlng tothe crlteria and procedures set lorth UV tf Natlonal Park Servlea

State Hlstorlc Preservation officer signature \ "'ZZ.--f

tltle!pfliana State Historic Preservati Off i cer

For nFS rsdq, l'hrilrot e.ftlty tid orb 3[uocrty tr hddhc baft*tffio|d h*lhf

r$pf,olth.$c0ond Flqi6ild

Attoot:
Chbf of Regis{ration

date June 7, 1982


