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l. Name
hisroric FIDELITY TRUST BUILDING

and/or common "J. Pierpont's" Restaurant and Bar

2. Location
street & number 148 East Market Street

- 
not for publication

Indi anapol i s

- 
vicinity ol congressional district El eventhcity, town

I ndi ana 018 county ivlari on code 097

3. Glassification
Gategory

- 
district

X uuiloing(s)

- 
structure

- 
slte

- 
object

Ownership
--T- public
n private

- 
both

Public Acquisition

- 
in process

- 
being considered

St$us
^ occupied

o unoccupied
A work in progress

Aceessible
X yes: restricted

- 
yes: unrestricted

_no

Present Use
o agriculture
^ commercial

- 
educational

- 
entertainment

- 
goveinment

- 
industrial

- 
military

_ museum

- 
park

- 
private residence

- 
religious

- 
scientilic

- 
transportation

- 
other:

4. Owner of Property
Fidelity Crust, Inc.

street&number l48 East Market Street

clty, lown Indi anapol i s

- 
vicinity of Indiana 46204

5. Location of Legal Deseription
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. City-County Buiiding

street & number 200 East Washington Street

Indi anapo'l i s Indi ana
city, town state

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
tnre Indianapolis and Marion County Survey has rhis property been determined etegibre? 

No ratiry:md'

date 1977

- 
federal 

- 
state X county X bcal

depository for survey records Indianapolis Historic Preservation Commission

city, lown Indianapol i s Indi ana



7. Description
Condilion Gheck one

- 
excellent 

- 
deteriorated * unaltered

X good 
- 

ruins -A altered

-lair - 
unexposed

Check one
X original site

- 
moved date

Dercribe the present and original (if knownl physical appearance
I. ARCHITTCTURAL DESCRIPTION
GENERAL: The F'idelity Trust Building is an eight-story structure consist'ing of a main bankin
roonr ana mezzanine (two floors high) surmounted by seven office floors. The building i:-99'
X ll0,and occupies a lot originaTly 39'X .|50'with narrow frontage on Market Street. (40'
of the rear lot has been subdivided. ) In style the facade is Neo-Classical with ornament
rem.iniscent of Viennese Neo-Classical detain'ing in period from 

.|890 to .|9.|4. 
The architec-

tural treatment is restrained and not suffic'iently profuse to warrant the "Beaux Arts" label.
Glazed white brick and tema cotta were used in place of stone and was highly prized by

owner, architect, and bui'lder for its lavish effects at low costs. The Fidelity Trust
Building is a refiresentative example of similar structures which utilized the precedents

set forlh by the 1893 Chicago Colilmbia Exposition. Although lyilt 20 years ]ater, this
building deironsirates the slnthesis of reinforced concrete buitglry.technology (noted for
iis fir6proof qualities) ani the Su'llivanesque_idea for a tall building: namely that the
first and second floor be devoted to special places and treated as a base; the contmon

rental spaces above are treated as a plain shaft and the upper story is treated as an

ornate cipital terminated w'ith a large overhanging corni.ce. 
-_

FACADE, the facade of the Fidelity irust is subtle in detail but architectonically
ffisting-in tf,. division of the front into structural bays with expressed piers' spandlgls
and concenirations of ornament on the shop facade, the attic ltory and the main floor banking

room and lobby. Because the building occupies a lot in mid-block, neither the east, west,
or south elevitions were treated styiistically. The street facade is divided into three
uuvi-.*p.essed uv ioui glazed bricfand terra cotta piers which are set on a granite base

and extena its iirtt nin6 story height. The piers are separated,by an entablature at the
iirst floor line and a continiroustJ horizontal spandrel above the second story. The main

banking floor.onriitutes the firsi two levels and is expressed on the exterior by three
tall bays once iurmounted by an entablature and cornice which was removed. Tenant signs

damaged"the terra cotta blolks which were replaced in the 1960's with a cementinous

material. The shop facade was a.signed with two entries accentuated by pediments, woodwork,

and elegant uraii-hardwa"e. The weit door enters the banking room; the east door provides

access to the office floors il.ougn the lobby and elevators. The entry-totlg lobby is.
accentuated by wide terra cotta eii.u*.*.nt iritkr border of acanthus leaf molding. .At the

iop i, a denticulated corni.. rur*ounted by a segmental hood containing a garlanded swag

in the tympanum. 
-Th; 

central biy iontains a tali, tri-part window with clerestories above

whi ch 'il 1 umi nate the banki ng room.
OFFICE BL0CK: Stories from ilre-irrird through eighth floor are treated as a uniform

tftFnamenieA block of off.ice floors. Struclural-members are articu]ated by spandrels

recessed approx.imately 4', behind the piers, and windows set back 4" behind the spandrel'

This design creates sharp, clean shadbw lines wh'ich emphasize the careful proportions of

window openingr. The wii.'ao* op"ni;g;_Contain two doubie hung-sash units with single lights'
They are made of wood and u". origiiur. .The s'ide and rear walls are unornamented brick

w.ith a parapet topped with red ..iu*ic tile capping. l^lindows on the side walls are steel ,

double hung sash units with three f ights.gach,r siI'ls are Iimestone

ATTIC STORY: The attic story ii-eioqu.nttv distinguished from.office floors by its neo-

alasslcaTornament. The lower rpu^0".i .ontuins .6ff..ed panels with an unadorned mqda'llion

topping the pi.ri. Above this ii-a oeaa and reel molding surmounted by a squared corn'ice'

Atop each of the four p'iers are decorative panels inset witn uas-relief shields and

ornament. A gr1ffin hbad rrr*ounti-the shibta *rrich is surrounded by trailing gar'lands'

Below the shield is a Medusu *iir'-i..p.nti intertwined in a staff. Overflowing cornucopia

are symmetrically placed on each site'. Above irre na191s is an entablature which contains

an elaborate fr.ieze enrjched with garlanded t*igi.' This is surmounted by a row of dentils

supporting moid.ing with jnciteo-.gg and dart deiail. The square corn'ice at the top is
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supported by large squared modill'ions. The entire attic story and entablature are executed
in glazed white terra cotta which is whole, unbroken and in good condit'ion.
INTERIOR: The majn floor js djvided'into a bankjng room and a lobby for office floors,
eaen-wlTh'its own entrance. The banking room contains four bays and is approximately 22'
high and 24'wide and 70' 'long with openings at the rear and side to a mezzanine. Walls
are plaster with marble wainscotting and mahogany trim. Some interior doors are plated
w'ith bronze sheeting and hardware. 0f outstanding importance is the ornamental plaster
ceiling which is divided into four sections by large box beams supported by pilasters.
(These appear to cover structural elements.) Each ceifing within the structural bay
is divjded into 24 coffers with a rosette set in the center and surrounded by moldings with
the acanthus leaf pattern. The cove detail is treated lfke an entablature w'ith block l'ike
modillions supporting the ceiiing. Below this is a cornice with an ogee profile and
frjeze. The frieze is d'iv'ided into large panels decorated with bas-relief floral swags
and urns with fruit. The frieze extends along the top of the walls and across the box beam

on the sides. Where beams and p'ilasters intersect, three panels are set atop the pilasters
as capitals. The s'ide panels feature a griffin, (fabled monster of class'ical mythology
with the head and wings of an eag'le and body of a lion). Panels facing into the banking
room conta'in two matched griffins symmetrically placed between the symbol of the bank--the
Star of David. The mezzanine is less interesting architectural'ly and overlooks the larger
room from the rear. The raifing is cast iron with an elongated urn pattern for the balus-
trade. I,Joodwork in the form of shelving with some leaded glass casements is p'laced along
the east elevation.
ADAPTIVE USE: The ent'ire banking room and mezzanjne are adaptively used as the restaurant,
"J. FlerponT's", completed in .|978. Interior alterations are minimal consisting of several
raised platforms, one used for the drinking area. The large mahogany bar and back with
miryors is not original. Alterations are elegant and restrained, consisting of brass rails,
oak parquet floors and contemporary furnishings which enhance the p'laster ceilings and lend
to the ambiance of this bankers luncheon place and after dinner bistro. t
L0BBY: The original interior details of lobby remain r'ntact with handsome marble walls and
TToors. Floors are set with alternating blocks of white and salmon p'ink tiles (6" square).
Walls are a continuous marble surface divided into panels. The cove at the ceiling cons'ists
of a highly decorative cornice and arch'itrave made of an acanthus leaf patterned mold'ing
atop a bead and reel detail. The box cornice exh'ibits an 0riental swast'ika on the soffit.
Marble sheet'ing'is also used for the sta'ir risers, treads, and wa'inscot. Handrails are
brass. Because of earlier remodefings none of the original light fixtures are utjlized in
either the bank'ing room or the 1obby. Fixtures used are period reproductions.
TYPICAL FLOORS - THnEe THR0UGH EIGHT: In layout, the upper floors are an'irregular ell

feet.Someinteriorfeaturesareintact;however,
they have been successively remodeled over the last 55 years and are unoccupied at the
present time. Future plans call for renovation of these areas for rental office space.
In the hallways near the elevator and stair shaft are remnants of orig'ina1 interior features
like ceram'ic tile flooring, partitions with marble wajnscotting and glazed interior
windows, and mahogany doors and trjm. The exisitng elevators are non-operable. An open

stair-way runs the entire height of five stories open to the ha11way, It'is of interest
for its metal, fireproof consturction and simple iron balustrade. The remaining space is
divjded by various types of non-load bearing partitions from various remodelings. l,Jindows

open on the east, west, and north elevations overlook light shafts or a11eys.
I I. HISTORY
Bu'ilt in l915 by the Fidelity Trust Company, the Fidelity Trust Building was proof that
the newest bank- in Ind'ianapolis already had become a successful enterprise. Under the
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leadersh-ip of president |^ljlliam M. Fogarty, the Fjdelity Trust Company had opened for
busjness on June 3, .|909 in a small storeioom at 156 East Market Street. In only five
t;;.r-ii*., they were ready to erect thejr own e'ight s!9tY office bu'i1d'ing. The five
itory, 40 year bld Hartforo gtock, once the tallest building in Indianapolis-, was razed

and construction began jn .19.|4. An undated photograph of the first bank office shows a

drawjng of the new 6uilding, proudly displayed in the window. Rubush and Hunter were

the arihitects. The Fideliiy'Trust- Company moved to their new quarters at-l48..East
Market street on gltober ZB,.|9.l5. R mbOeit announcement in the In9ianapolis Morning

Star assured their customers that they would remain open their usual hours.
ffinii,- An oiiginal foundero of the lrust company, Fogarty was a Horatio Alger hero,
ffi life. Air.iving in Indianapolis as a child, he rose from newsboy and_messenggf !o
te'legraph operator and ultimately to banker. Deeply involved in Democratic Party poljtics'
he served u, .ornty.nuirman of the party, treasurer of the Democratic State Committee and

City ctert. rogiriv-iiequently contiibuied verse to the local newspaper: qld a volume of
his poems was pibliirreo. He retired from the Fidelity Trust Company in 1923 to begin a

career as an attorneY.
DEVEL0pMENT: Occupying the basement, ground floor, and mezzanine of their new building'
;ffivrrust.tomianystead.ilysr6winassets.TheupperseVenstorjeswererented
to varjous tenanis inciuding lawyeisl insurance and real estate q99n!:, ald the l'lomen's

Home Compan-ion neioing cruu. 0tlrer ieal estate holdings of the Fidelity included lots
.in Emersbn Heights which were being marketed,the week the bank occupied l!! offices. By

thejr tenth unniversi"y, ir'. Fidelity Trust Company had grown from $.|00,000 to $.|,500'00
in capital . In 1923, 

-rogarty 
was sulceeded by Jam-es McNulty, his vice presidglt. T'imothy

p. Sexton, originiriv ilr6 asiistant secretary-treasurer, replaced McNulty ln 
.l930. 

Like
Fogarty, McNulty and Sexton *"r. iiso'influeirtial in the lotal Democratil Party. Sexton's
tuic.tio., Frank E. McK'inney, was the final president of the bank'
MCKINNEY: Ljke his predecLssors, Frank McKinney was.a self-made-man. Ilq.-t9l of an

ffilii.iireman,McKinneyworkedatseveralbanksbeforegoingtoFi9.l]tvTrust.
In .1934 

he was given the oppoitunity of buy]ng the controlfing interest of the company for
$100,000. His ilethod of riising thi capitil is now legendqry. McKinney successfully
iutrp.igned for the offjce of Uaiion County treasurer in "|934, althoug! n" 9:d not take

office until .lanuary t, .l936. As'ide from being the h'ighes! pai.d public office in the State'
the treasurer,r pori .ntitted McKinney to fees-for collecting delinquent taxes. During
.1935, 

McKinney n.gotiaied a loan on tire strength of h'is elective iob. Having purchased

major interest jn the Fidelity, McKinney was.named president. Starting January 1, .|936' 
he

held two full-time jobs as bank pres'ideht and county treasurer. Del'inquent tax payments

reached an all-time-high during ilis four year tenure as treasurer, and he was able to pay

off the loan. n"irt.in! any tuither terms of office, he devoted his attentjon to other
lucratjve private enterprises, but remajned influent'ial in Democratic Party c'irc1es. In
1950, McKinney was Nat'ional Party Chajrman_of the Democrat'ic Party, a post he held for one

y;;;. uno.. ft.kinn.y's gu'idance, the Fidelity grew from the_smallest bank in town to the

iargest. Mergers wiirr siveral local banks in-the .l940s and 
.l950s gave the F'idelity Trust

Comfiany, and iater the Fjdelity Bank and Trust Companyr.l5 branches in the County. The

bank,s prosperori nistory culminated in .|959 
when F'idelity Bank and Trust consol'idated

with American Fletcher Natjonal Bank. Although the Fidelity named ceased to ex'ist, it
continued.in spirit with Frank McKinney serving as chajrman of the Board of American

Fl etcher Nat'ional Bank.
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BUILDING HIST0Ry: A casualty of its early success was the handsome Neo-Classical building
ffisthaderected.inl9l5.NeedjngmoreSp9ce'!hebankmovedacross
Market Street to a larger building in 1937. The original build'ing was renamed.the 

.|48

East Market Street Auiiding. The indiana State Employment Serv'ice rented the first six
floors of the buiiding. 0ver the next 25 years, the buildjng housed many County-and State
off-ices includ'ing the Department of Public l,lelfare, County Liquor Board, Board of Health'
and the County C6roner. Juvenile and Criminal courts were also held there and the building
became known as the Malion County Court House Annex. Upon completion of the new City-
County facility in "1963, the county office moved and the building_went vacant._ Before its

"escui 
in 1977-, the Fidelity Trust-Building twice escaped maior alterations. The neigh-

boring peoples State Bank b-ought the buildi!g'i! .|954 
and announced plans to extend their

bankiig anb trust fac'ilities into the Fidelity Building as soon as the county's lease
expirei in .1964. In 1972, a consortium of local businessmen proposg4 gutting.the building
unb.onu.rting'it into a iondominium office building. _Not only would the inside have

been altered, but a modern curtain-wall of steel and glall was proposed to cover the facade.
Fortunately, Indianapolis was not ready for condominum office space at that time and the
Fidel-ity Tiust Bui'lding rema'ined vacant unt'i1 1977 when a glgup of businessmen more

svmpatnltic to iis grade and style decided to renovate the first floor and mezzanine for
use as a restaurant.
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8. Signif icance
Period

- 
prehisloric

_ 14011499
_ 1500-1599
_ 16011699
_ 170(F1799
_ 1800-1899
X rgoo-

- 
communications

- 
industry

- 
invention

Areas ol Significance-Gheck and iustify below

- 
archeology-prehistoric 

- 
community planning

- 
archeology-historic o conservation

- 
agriculture ^ economics

X architecture 
- 

education

o "d _ engineering

^ commerce 
- 

exploration/settlement

- 
landscape architecture _ religion

- 
law

- 
literature

- 
military

- 
music

- 
science

- 
sculpture

- 
social/
humanitarian

o philosophy 
- 

thealer
^ politics/government 

-transportation
- 

other (specify)

Specilic dates l9l4-1915 Builder/Architect RUbUSh and Hgnter, ArChiteCtS

Statement of Signilicance lin one paragraphl

The Fidelity^Trust Building is considered architecturally and historically significant
as_a physical artifact related to corrnerce, economic, and governmental activity in-Indiana-polis and Marion County, during its transition from a town to a city in the eai'ly Z0th
Century. ftis!o1!cally the building is evidence of a successful banking enterpriie which
survived the 1919's Depression and played a formative role in making of the Slate's ?argest
bank, American Fletcher National Bank. It was associated with majoi political and entr6-
preneurial figures of,the period; among these Fogarty, McNulty, and Sexton in early years
and the McKinney Family--a]l of whom were and still are active in the Democratjc Piriy
and economic arenas of the City and State. (See Description II, H'istory.) Architectura'|1y,
the-building is a good gxample of its style and type; i.e. Neo-Classiciim-applied to the
design of a row-type, high-rise structure. More importantly, the Fidelity ti^ust Bui'ldingis an early work of the prolific and nationally recognized firm of Rubush and Hunter.
Preston C. Rubush and Edgar 0. Hunter, native to Indiana, formed a partnership in .|904 at
Indianapolis that designed most of major civic or institutional landmarks of Lhe period
from .|904 to 1935. Although the Fidelity Trust Building is not one of these, it is
contempgfaf.y ry!th their maior Neg_qlassical projects: among them, Masonic Temple (.|906),
Q!ty Hall (1910), Hume Mansur Building (l9ll), Circle Theater (.|9i6) and others. The
firm is noted nationally lor the Indiana Theater (l9Z7J, Circle Tower Build'ing (Art Deco,
1930), and Coca-Colg B9t!ling_Company (art Deco,193l).and other projects for 5otiling
companies through the United States. Most of their 20th century projects are consideied
masterpeices and are listed in the Indiana Catalogue of the Hisloric American Buildings
Survey. The Fidelity Trust Building exhibits high integrity in design, although there
have been minor alterations. It is one of the few remaining g'lazed Srick and lerya cottaoffice buildings which remains intact. The attic story and-cornice, which are of special
architectural merit, have not been removed, damagedn or covered. In addition, the building
was a major contributing element to the banking avenue which existed along llaifet Streetj1 the early 20th century. 0f the ten to fifteen banking estab'lishments rihose facades
lined this avenue, most have merged or closed, and their-original buildings were demolished
or extensive'ly remodeled. As urban development continues to alter the central businessdistrict of Indianapo'lis, (Two entire city blocks are scheduled for demoljtion in thenql! lB months), this building wi1'l become an'increasingly rare example of the mult.i-stor.iedoffice structure in the Neo-Classical style which gave [h-e city its dense urban characterin the early 20th century.



9. Major Bibliographical References
Indianapolji Norninq Star, January 2,.|9.l6, Page 18; and October 28, l9lb, page I
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Indiahapolis f.Jest Quadrangle scale I :24000
Quadrangle name
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ol ume 
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l,l,lr'l

llrl"l

Verbal boundary description and iustification

See Cont'inuation Sheet

Lict all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county

code

11. Form Prepared By
name/title Suzanne Robblee and Bruce E. L,vnch

organization Pri vate Consul tants November 17, 1979

streer & number 37 East 38th Street terephone (317) 923-9990

city or town indianapoiis, Indiana 46208

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Gertification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

_ national __ state X local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title State Hi stori c Preservati on date June 12,.|980
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Part of Lots 5 and 6 in Square 44'in the City of Indianapolis descrjbed as follows:

Cornrnencing at the Southwest corner of the said Lot 6; thence North 90 degrees 00
minutes 00 seconds East (assumed bearing) along the South Line of the said Lot 6
a distance of 6.|.90 feet to the Place of beginning; thence North 00 degrees 00 minutes
55 seconds West Parallel with the West Line of the said Lot 6 a distance of .l10.00 feet;
thence North 90 degrees 00 minutes 00 seconds East parallel with the South Line of
said Lots 5 and 6 a distance of 39.23 feet; thence South 00 degrees 05 minutes 17
seconds West 

.|.|0.00 feet to a point on the South line of said Lot 5 which lies
39.03 feet East of the Place of Beginning; thence South 90 degrees 00 minutes 00
seconds West along the South Line of said Lots 5 and 6 a distance of 39.03 feet to
the Place of Beginning.

Item number l0
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