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l. Name
historic Hose House lfLZ

and/orcommon Bassemierts Gas Grills, Inc.

2. Location
street & number1409 First Avenue N/A not for publication

city, town Evansville N/A vicinity of congressional district Eight

state Indiana code 0lB county Vanderburgh code 163

3. Classification
Category

- 
district

x Uuitding(s)
structure

Ownership

- 
public

X private

- 
both

Status
X occupied

- 
unoccupied

- 
work in progress

Accessible
X yes: restricted

-- 
yes: unrestricted
no

Present Use

- 
agriculture

X commercial

- 
educational

- 
entertainment

- 
government

- 
industrial

- 
military

_ museum

- 
park

- 
private residence

- 
religious

- 
scientific

- 
transportation

- 
other:

site Public Acquisition

- 
obiect 

- 
in Process
being considered

\1 
'AI\/A

4. Owner of ProPerty
name John E. anci Doris Bassemier

street & number 1409 First Avenue

city, town Evansville NlL vicinity of state Indiana

5. Location of Legal DescriPtion
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Veq4e4tt1:gh CountlBq gSrder' s Office

street & number I f t y.-_! oql qy _4qq1" iq q 
1a !_ioq lqrpl_el

city, town Evansvllle state Indiana

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Indiana Historic Sites and

!!L ryf,"qlgfge_ r4yqg!' rJ_,
1 0an

dete L r ev

has this property been determined elegible? 

- 
yes X no

tederal X state X .-- county --,--. local

depository for survey records

city, town

Indiana Department of Natural Resources

Ind lanapo I is state Ind lana



7. Description
Condition
--- excellent
,X- good

- 
lair

lr/A

Describe the present and original {if known} physical appearance

Old Hose House +12 is situated on the soutireast corner at the intersection of First
Avenue and west Eichel street. Since its construction in 1908, the Hose House has

attended to the fire-fightlng needs of a densely-populated residential and manufacturing

district. Although in recent years the old company transferred to new headquarters in
Evansville's northernmost suburbs, the industrial-residential environment of the region

located just north of the city's cenlral business districL has remained essentially
unchanged.

Two stories in tieight, the main body of Hose House lll2 is rectangular in plan, although

the campanile projecting from the stuthern wall of the structure produces an overall
as)rmmetrical scheme. The building's main facade--the short side of the rectangle--faces
First Avenue and is approximately three bays in length; the Eichel street facade

contains six bays. The entire structure is laid in a red stretcher bond brick pattern'

The edifice lacks external embellishment; it is plain in wall design and well-suited
for the function that is was bul1t to serve. Virtually the only exceptions to this
utilharian style are the tr,ro limestone plinth blocks at the base of the round-arched

entranceway on rhe buildingrs main facade through which the fire apparatus passed'

Inscription stones with the date (1908) the building was erected further accent the

exterior walI design. A narrow undecorated stone belt course encircles the main and

northern facades, also helping to relieve the plainness of the walls ' A11 the windows

are flat-headed and have plain surrounds; both the lintel and sills are triffned vith

plain limestone. The lights are 1/1 doublehung sashes and are slightly recessed'

A flush chimney is perched on the northern wall of the building, and the parapet roof

features the same narrow course of plain limestone'

Rising from the buildingts southernmost wall is a tower which once sheltered the fire

housers alarm bell. The tor^rer is slightly set back from the main body of the structure

and ieatures an attractive compound aich which culminates in the belfry' The parapet

roofline is identical to the one on the Hose Housets main body' but it is crornmed with

a saddleback roof which covered the alarm bell until all bells were removed cityaide

in 1936.

only minor alterations have been made o1 old Hose Hous e llL}' Alterations were probably

made after L974 when a privately-ovaned firm moved into the premises' The round-arched

entranceway now contains a singie-reaf glass door flanked on either side by glass display

windows; all are flat-headed, and the tympanum has been blocked in with green pl1n^rood'

The same plywood was also used to colnptltlty block in large windows and to shorten other

ones. The only bay in the building's rear is a window which !/as apparently originally

a door. However, a recessed Dutch door on the north wall, formerly the exterior opening

for loading of the hay which lras stored in the upstairs rear ' remains unchanged '

Check one
deteriorated unaltered
ruins X altered

- 
unexposecl

Check one
X original site

moved date



8. Signif icance
Period

prehistoric
,1400-1499

_ 1500-1599
__ 1600-'1699

1 700-1 799
, _ 't800*1899

x 1900-

Areas of Signilicance-Gheck

- 
archeology-prehistoric
archeology-historic
agriculture

X architecture
afl

_ commerce

- communications

and justily below
communily planning
conservation
economics
education
engineering
exploration'settlement

landscape architecture religion
law .. science
literature sculpture

A

military
music
philosophy
politics governmenl

social/
humanitarian
theater
transportataon
other (specity)

industry
invention

1p91li" dil"_:lc,s Builder Architect Scarborough & Davies/Harris & l!qp!1111

Statement of Signilicance lin one paragraphl

Hose House ltl2 is located at 1409 First Avenue on the southeast corner whcrc Fi-rsI
Avenue intersects with West Eichel Street. This site w:rs selected due to a petitior-r
presented to the Evansville Board of Public Safety in 1907 by a gr:oup of manufacturers
..L^ ^^^-^+^J -l--*- ^1^-- *L^ a^ltR.rilrn.ad (qifr,^F^, i,,-f ^ r^,, IeeL nort]r of tlre hoSUWllt, VPgl dLEU PfdllLJ df U116 Llls uL!e r\u \rrLudLsu JUJL a l<!v I sEL llUl Lll Ur L I

house.) Inadequate fire protection in that particular section of the city, the area
just north of Evansville t s dornrnto\drr contrnercial district, was cited as the chief reason
for the construction of a ne\{ hose house. James Scarborough and Charles Davies, t\4'o
former b::icklayers who had incorporated to become one of the cityrs mosl prominent
contracting companies (1905-1929), \rere awarded the bullding contract. In Seplember
of 1908 construction was completed, and Hose liouse ti12 was formaily oedicated.

Evansiille's earlj-est indusLries developed along Pigeon Creek, and by the beginning of
the twentieth century, the city was rapidly expanding to the north, primarily along
the First Avenue route transverse to Pigeon Creek. A coal mine, sav,rmil-l-s, foundries,
and other businesses, including lgleheart Mills (now a division of General Mills),
one of Evansvillers oldest firms (1856), attracted many of the city's inhabitants to
this area as residents. The Fifth Ward evolved into a densely-populated residential
district by the turn of the century. Smaller businesses, such as saloons and
restaurants, were also built at that time. Thus, the construction of a new hose
house r,rhich would serve the burgeoning needs of the Fifth Ward was deemed urgent

The most striking architectural feature of Hose House 1tI2 is the offset brick and
limestone campanile with its compound arch, perhaps the only hose company ever
constructed in Evansville which employed this type of p1an. The former arched entranceway,
which complements the belfry's arch, i-s sti11 conspicuously evident although it has
since been largely converted into a modern entrance (see photos). Other than this
change, Hose House llI2 lnas been only minirnally altered. Even the inscription stones,
indicating 1908 as the year of construction, have been left intaet in spite of the
fact that since Lg74, the building has been occupied by a private-or'rned business.
Plain but solidly constructed, the former Hose House is sti1l structurally sound,
reflecting the fine craftmanship of its time.

Hose House ltIZ is also considered significant because it iepresents the closing of
an era in Evansvillers history--that is, it was one of the last fire stations erected,
as the arched entrance!r'ay will verify, which had originally been designed for horse-draw-n
flre engines. Harris & Shopbel1, one of the cityrs most distinguished firms;
desi-gned the hose house



9. Major Bibliographical References

(See conE.inuation sheet. )

Tone Easling

cl r I

1O. Geographical Data
Acreage ol nominated property Less than one acre

Quadrangle name Evansville South

UMT References

o lr,cl lal+,olt 'u,ol l+rzloraLLrerol

Quadrangle scale 24 000

el , I

cl , I ll,lrrll'l'lrrl nl r I ll,lrrllrl'lrrl
Yerbal boundary description and iustilication
Hose House iil2 is situated in the Eichel & Loewenthal Enlargement, First Addition'
Block ll, Lots I and 2. It is bounded on the west by First Avenue; on the north by Eichel

St- nnd,l'le$!=E'lgrdiP=Qlni.gl4 g*.,!irg-:gl+Fh bv the propertv line betrueen Lots 2 and 3 of the

r-?"\o"tf "tjt"""5h'd%1J"f,3"=TEi'il5p'"tiit''rt9ili#;ins 
state or county boundaries

state N/A

state county code

rl rl | | r L' r | | r I r | ' ' I

Northing Zone

ol r I

Easting

ll,lr,l
Northing

lrl,lr,lll,l'rllrlrlrrl
ll,l"ll'l'lr'l

1 1. Form Prepared By

name/title patricia K. Sides, Historic Preservation Specialist

organization D ep ar tmen t gL !!ej1i1 g o_l_i-_t an D eve lopmen t date 6 liarch 1981

street & number Room 301. OLd Courthouse telephone BI2l426-5487

city or town Evansville state I Lru !dtla

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Gertification
The evaluated signif icance of this property within the state is:

- - national state K- tocat

title Indiana State Historic Preservat date 5-7 -82
For HCRS use onlY

I harcby csrtlfy thrt thls property i* lncl$dcd tn tltc tffhnrl 1$$,,
I,:,1.,_.,1,.i,,t;t;.,:r,,..jqr:.:1;

t.,:ft

Krcpr of thc Xttlonst Reglatcr

Attart:
ChU ol R€glitrstlon

drtr
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LOCAI HISTOR]ES AND ATLASES

Gilbert, !'rank lt. ltl"tory of the City of E

1lou1i-$ r lndiana. 2 vols . Chicago: Pioneer Publishing Co. , 1910 .

Grif f ing' s_ At1 a,iiq. Philadelphia: D. J .

L"k. A Co-- tago: reprint ed., Evansville: Unigraphic, Inc., and
Friends of Willard LibrarY' 1915.

An 1 1 1 u s t r a t ed_ p_f_" q_Eg o\- 
"!_y"!*d =I! ur gh and W?-Lr-i ck Counties. Indiana.

Evansville: Tillman & Fuller Publishing Co.,
Evansville: Unigraphic, Inc., and Frlends of

PERIODICAIS

The Evansville Courier, 6

1889; reprint ed. ,
Willard Library, 1975

"Fire Apparatus A11 Motorizedtt.

"Hose House Passing: End of Era.

"March of Progress Brings Doom to
Evansville Courier, 9 August

" The Evansville Courier,

February 1921.

17 Decernb er 197 3

Old Be1ls at
1936.

[0 Hose Houses.tt The

lEqrqc34lElq_l9!B!El

(See above: The Evansville Courier, 17 December 1973.)

PRIIIARY SOURCE MATERIAIS

Cenrral Library Nervspaper Clipping Fite

City of Evansville Annual Reports, 1908.

Evansville City Directories, 1858+.

Vanderburgh County Deed Indexes and Records
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