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Tlr.e former Greek-shears Morttrary is located at 1f8-120 Walnut Street
i-n the block between Southeast First and Second Streets. Adjacent to the
Riverside Historic District (National Register, L978), the Greek-Shears structure
is also situated just two bloeks souLheast of Evansvillers central business
district.

The two-building complex was designed in the Spanish Colonial Revival
tradition popular frour about 1915 Lo 1945. A two-and-one-half story brick
house. erected approximately forty years prior to the construction of the
' mortuary, stands- on the alleyside of the lot. A steeply-pitched red tile
gabled roof, the length of which faces the stree!' sunDounts the plain pro-
jecting eaves. The body of the house was laid in conmon bond. red brick, later
painted yellow to mateh Ehe yellow brick facade of the oew mortuary building'
Lched radiating voussoirs adorn the seg uented, relieving-arched window-heads

on the alleyside, while the plain sills "on the facade are limestone. The

windows, double-hung sashes with 1/1 lights' are slightly recessed; one

window on the lower elevation has been coasiderably lengthened, probably an

alteration made in reeent years. The housets Italianate facade was remodelled
;;-;.;";y rhe Spanish Colonial motif when the ne\iler structure was completed'
The entire'two-and-one-ha1f-story complex is decorated with Llght buff brick
and a limestone trim r,rhich encirtl"s Lhe base of the edi.fice and caPs the flat-
roofed gallery attached to the house.

T:he new;.addition has E elbarly-defined-rectangular plan and is ten bays in
length. An arcaded wal1 treatment is the most outstandlnB feature on the
facade of the'overall eomplex. :A row of bricks surrounds the'wlndows which
are further defined by a 1"rg" keystone on.the windors-head and one gnaller one

on either s$.di of the windbw. The tympan,r$ is filled io .with red tile
blocks, and a Stone cartouche accents each tynpanum. Windows sil1s are lime-
stlone, and the slightly-recessed paired lightsr separated by a thin pilaster
strip, "t" nulti-paned. Stone flower boxes supported by a triple vol-ute
underscore many oi thu windows as well as the arched openlngs on the gallery.

The impressive portal to the former mortuary is alsd surrounded by the
same brick trim and teystone features of the arcaded windows' A red brick

e$p.Ienedg encircles the front of the building. Both enEranceways on the
facade enhance the delicate beauty of Spanish Colonial Revival architecture
with their multi-paned glass doorsl the door at the main entrance to the old
- morruary is doubie-leaied, with glass side panels flanking either side of the

flat-headed door. Multi-paned tt"r,"o* panels above the door appear to formerly

have been glass panes that were later covered with yellow paint, and colorful 
:

tiles brighten tire walls and floor of the entranceway. At the far right end of
the complex is a large, impressive arched garage enLrance with a Spanish-style
wrought iron gate and red brick interior. Like the house, the mortu ary
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The Greek-Shears Mortuary is one of Evansvillers oldest continuing
nortuaries. Established in 1864, the business has undergone a series of
nae-changes, as well as changes of locations. Today the successive firrn
remains one of the most prominent in Evansville.

The mortuary lras originally named after its founder, Robert Smith'
who along with his brother Fred, opened the business after serving in
the Civil War. In 1930, the Robert Snith Mortuary moved to their sixth
loeation when the new edifice at 120 Walnut Street, adjacent to the
Riverside llistoric District (Natl-onal Register, 1978)' was completed.
The new custom-built mortuary adjoined a two-story house at 118 Walnut
Street that was erected in about 1890. The house was remodelled to match
the new mortuary.

Designed by loca1 architect Fritz Anderson, who practiced in Evansville
from approximately 1915 to.'1942; artd.const?ucted by Ehe Sca::borough
Corpor ation, the mortuary complex received attention for the.beauty of its
classiE desisn--.an uncoumon design in Evansville which seens to have been
inf luenced by the Spanish Colonia'|, p.evival architectural mode. The new
mortuary was described as a ttcomnanding structurett and as-tta distinct asset
to the city from both the standpoint of architecture and service." Indeed,
the yellow brick pa*ned against the roofts deep red tile conveys a colorful,
if not impressl"ve, appearance. The arcaded wall gassfme-nt vastly enhances
the r^ra11 design; of particular note are the windows which are accented
by stone cartouches and red tile blocks forming the tympanum of the arched,
mrlti,-paned casement windovs. Colorful tile, probably imported, can also be
found on the walls and floor of the entranceTilay. As far as can be determined,
the former mortuary is in pristine condition.

For forty-four years, the Robert Snith Mortuary, which was later
renrmed the Greek-Shears Mortuary, remained on Walnut Street. After I974,
the house once again became a single-family residence, and the old mortuary
vras converted into apartments by its present owner; throughout the years'
however, virtually no alterations have been made to the buildingrs exterior.



$ ue1 oR BIBLI ocRAPHI cAL REFERENcE s

(See continuation sheet).

@cEocRAPHIcAL DATA

STATE

ACREAGEoFNoMTNATEDPRoPERTY less than one acre
euA'RANGLE NAME Evansville South, Indiana euADRANGLE r"ot. I : 24, ooo

nl r,ol kl|*Blt,qpl h2FAB'o0J
ZONE EASTING NORTHING

cl rI|I' |'' II'|, L ' I

rrl

el , I | , | ' | ' ' I

ZONE EASTING NORTHING

ol ,lll'l"lL'l,l"l
rl ' I

cl ,l nl r I ll,l

(See continuation sheet).

rl i I I I ' | , , I I , I ' | , , I

CODE' COUNTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

STATE CODE COUNTY I CODE

:*:
lllronu PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE

Patricia K. Sides, Histor Preservation Specialis
ORGANIZATION

STREET & NUMBER rELErnurtE

Roon 301. Old Courthouse Center 812-426-5487
clw oR TowN srATE

Evansville -t 7 0.v

@Srarr HTSTORIC rRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:

NATTONAL _ STATE_

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that

LOCAL X

criteria and procedures set forth by the Nat

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNA

TITLE State Historic Preservation O DArE 7-l l-S0
fiPs LisE oFltY
I HERggY CIHTIFY THAT TI{IS FfiOPERTY IS

KfiPEROF TT{E HATI${AL Nf,GlSTER

been evaluated according to tl

G{TF OF REG|STRATIOI{

tfrt Tfi E. l{AT}o,EAt R*6ISTER

DAT€



United States Department
Heritage Gonservation and

of the Interior
Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places
lnventory-Nomination Form
Continuation sheet Item number

structure has a steeply-pitched red tile roof with shed dormers and

slanting, parapet gables; each end also has a smal1 attic window, one

of which is vented.

The rear of the complex features a ga]rage seven bays in length
which once housed the mortuaryts hearses'
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LOC.AL HISTORIES. ATLASES. AND RNFERENCES

An Illustrated Plat Book of Vanderburgh and Warrick Counties' Indiana.
Evansville: Tillrnan & Fuller Publishing Co., 1899; reprint ed.,
Evansville: Unigraphic, Inc., and Friends of l^Iillard Library, 1975.

Griffing's Atlas of Vanderburgh County, Indiana. Philadelphia: D. J.
Lake & Co., 1880; reprint ed., Evansville: Unigraphic, Inc. and
Friends of Willard Library, 1975.

History of Greek-Shears Mortuary. Official history distributed by the
Greek-Shears Mortuary, 1972.

History of Vanderburgh County, Indiana.... Brant & Fuller, 1889.

Robert, Charles, E. Evansville: Her Commerce and Manufactures.
Evansville: Courier Co., I874.

Whiffen, Marcus, Amera@ 1780: A Guide to the
Styles. Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press,1969.

PERIODICAIS

"4 Employees Become Associates
Press, 21 FebruarY 1951.

of Local Mortuary Otmer. tt Evansville

"Church Moving Into Old MortuarY " Evansville Press, 16 July 1975.

(Ellis C. Shears obituary.) Evansville Courier, 28 June I971.

"Ex*Mortuary Property Sold." Evansville Press, c3. 23 October L914.

ttRobert Greek Youngest Man Ever to be Knights Templar Conmander."
Evansville Press, 23 February 1930.

ttRobert L. Greek, Sportsman, Mortician,
Courier, 16 June 1969

t'Robert Smith Mortuary Opens New Home ! "

Dies at 67. " Evansville

Evansville Press, 7 July 1930.



United States Department of the Interior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places
lnventory-Nomination Form
Contiruation sheet ftem number 9

PHOTOGRAPHIC SOURCES

Central Library Newspaper Clipping File.

No publisher, 1962.)Evansville, Indiana, l8L2-1962. (

Photo albums/archival records of the mortuary's history mai.ntained
by Robert I. Shears, present o\4iner of the Greek-Shears Mortuary.

PRIMARY SOURCES

Evansville City Directories, lB58+.

Interview with Robert I. Shears, October 16, 1979.

Vanderburgh County Deed Indexes and Records.

Vanderburgh County Tax Assessment Books' 1891 and 1901
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Cournencing on Walnut Street 47 feet from Second Street and runnlng
thence along Walnut Street toward First Street I03 feet, thence at
right angles along the alley toward Locust Street 100 feet, thence
at right angles toward Second Street 103 feet and thence to the place
of beginning.
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