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name Coun Conrni ssioners

street & number County Courthouse

srate Indiana
city, town New Castl e

- 
vicinity ol

S. Locition'of Legal Descri ion

I ndi ana

counhouse,registryoldeeds,etc'Recorderls0ffice.Henrvcount'vcor'nissioners

street & number Courthouse Square

clty, town New Castle,

6, Re sentation in Existin Surveys
has this Propcrty be€n determing9SggPlt?tltle N/A

- 
tederal 

- 
3tate 

- 
countY 

- 
locel
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Condltion Check one
=- excellent _ deteriorated _ unalteredI good 

- 
ruins X attered

- 
lair _ unexposed

Glq;ack one
^ original site

- 
moved date

Dcrcrlbc the prerent and original (il knownI phyrical appeerance

The Henry county courthouse occupies a prominent spot in downtown New Casge, and isvisible from a great distance.,. it neariy-iiifs thir-ienlrui".quure of the downtown,with relatively small surrounding ground;.

The original' eastern section of the bui'lding, completed in lg69, is a two-storycomposite of French Second Empire, Italianaie, ano'Renaissanie Revival elements. Itmeasures' not-inc'luding the tower, 66 feet wrlde and gz-t..i'iong. The 
.1905 

additionadds another 66.6 feet-to the t,en6ilr, uui-aupii.i[.r-il,.-[ioportions of the rest of thebuilding' The walls'are of red niifrl,-iutJ"in conunon ooni iir ilre origina't building andrunning bond in the adclition, with timesione trim.
The main facade is at the east end of the building and features_a 1arge, central squaretower with a mansard roof. The tower extends.a-slory anJ-u-t'utf above the rest of thebuilding. The base of the tower ir,ef UreiieO f imeiionii, *iit, , :tarqe curved basemolding resting on the water table
The brick surface of the tower is broken by stone.string courses at four levels, andthe corners of the tower have stone quofni". 

-Til 
tower fioJr.i il,. main entrance into thebuilding, which is approached by a stone stair, with raiii-ior the stair tormeo uymassive scroils of stone ending- in piers wiin iecoriteo oarii.

Entrance to the building is through an arched.openirlg in the tower. The arch is supportedby engaged stone co'lumns, and is iomposed oi arisiea"stone'voussoirs wiir,-i-prain archivolt.Above the main entrance is a stone ,!ring_9gurse,. upon which-rests a decorated panel andcorbeled supports for a two-story arch. -Thi; 
arch has quoin-like columns and a consolekeystone' within the arch is a niche, witlr a statue of'Blind.lustice resting on a corbelledplatform. similar arches on the two irJei"oi trr. tower have windows.

A second string course' on a level with the roof of the main buildi!.tg, marks the beginningof the third tower level. Anothef tlring ior.se is loiaied'.aLout thi6e feet above, andforms the base for another arch simila. io-ihe one below.- rn this arch is a stone tablet
.;.qiuing the.date of construction, and the names of the io*iirioners, architect, and

"l.superintendent. Similar openings on the sides of the tower-frave windows
t

Above this is the fourth string course, which serves as a base for a window ensemble
"made up,of a round window in the center, inJ sraller rectangular windows on either side.The windows are framed by short pi:lasteis, ina feyitoneO iliijr. This enserUie is repeatedon all four sides of the tower. Above th6 round iltnoowi i;-;-heavy bracketed cornice witha rounded arch over the window. Above the cornice ti ine rt.t. mansard roof, with roundclock faces in each of its four sides. itre root is finisneA-oit,-iinailv,-Uv ubracketed curb and balustrade.

The rest of the buildirg, w€st of.the tower, $: an above-grade basement. The site slopesdown to the west, with the tower being on the highesi-poini,-io that more of the limestonefoundation is visible at the west end-than ai ttre eaiti- ii; io*.r^ half of the foundation'is rock-faced,,and the upPe!" half dressed limestone.- ltost opening:, in the foundationstory are round-arched, with modern combination sastr uniii (?ixea"up,pe" iutr,, bottom sashopening to the inside).

The first floor of the courthouse is of brick, with round-arched openings outlined by
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stone quo'ins and stepped voussoirs. Quoins a'lso appear at the buildingt corners, and at
the edges of slightly projecting bays that are in line with gables on the roof. Three
more entrances appear at this level, one on each side. 0n the north and south sides,
the entrances are located in the third bay from the east end, in the oldest section of the
bui'lding. These entrances are identical to the majn one, except that the stone stair rails
are less grand. At the west end, the entrance'is again like the ma'in entrance, but the
stair ra'il is of plain dressed limestone blocks.

A stone string course separates the first from the upper stories. Resting on the string
course are spandrel-like panels below each window opening, capped by projecting si11s.
There are six bays on the north side at this level, seven on the south side, five at the
west end, and one on either s'ide of the tower on the east end. In the older, two-story
section of the building, the tall windows have modern sash, with two fixed upper lights,
and a small lower light that opens outward. The newer section of the building has three
stories, although the windows are at first glance identical to those of the older section,
making it appear that there are only two stories. The floor level of the third story
is marked only by a stone spandrel beam. The surrourds of most of these windows are a
simple stone molding, with a low triangular-arched head, Exceptions to this window
treatment appear over the tr,rp side entrances, where a Palladian fenestration is used.
Corner quoins do not appear on the upper story level, except at the edges of the slightly
proiecting bays below the roof gables.

The roof of the main building is a lown decked hip roof, that is interrupted by two
pedimented gables on each side, and one on the west end. A bracketed cornice follows
the roofline around the building, straight and continuous, except for a curve at each of
the Palladian windows. This bracketed cornice also appears on each of the five pediments.

Inside, marble wainscoting'is found on the walls and black and white marble diamonds are
used in the floors. The different government offices housed on this floor have been
altered by'lowering ceilings and by installing modern windows, fluorescent l'ighting, and
carpet. What appear to be the original metal decorative security doors and shutters
(see photograph Number ll) have been removed from almost all of the doorways and windows
on this floor, although the hinges.remain. The wooden doors with a transom (see photograph
Number l2), which open into the offjces of the County Commissioners, Clerk, and Audjtor,
have been retained. A smal1, recessed staircase runs up the center of the north side of the
central hall, but the principle staircase is located at the east end of this hallway. This
staircase js in the center of the ha11way, utiliz'ing almost all of the space (see photograph
Number 8), and its foot is only a few feet from the eastern entrance. Constructed entirely
of metal, it is highiy decorative (see photographs number 8 and 9), using a leaf mot'if.

At the head of the staircase on the second floor is the entrance to the courtroom, wh'ich
occupies over half of this floor. Like the offices on the first floor, it has been modified
by the lowering of the ceiling and the installation of fluorescent lights and carpet. However
the wooden wainscoting remains, and the original judge's dais is still intact. Ifs ('

Corinthian columns are decorated with acanthus leaves, which sit atop fluted shafts. 'These
columns support an entablature of dentils and modillions and flank a small alcove. There
are a few other small offices on the east end of the second floor, all of which have been
modernized. The thjrd floor the Courthouse,in the newer section, houses the law l'ibrary and
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and the iudge's office. The library does not appear to haye been modified, and theplain original wooden flooring and plain woodwork remain, But the judgers office has
been altered by the installation of carpeting and modern lighting fixtures.

I
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8. Significance
Pcriod

- 
prehistoric

_ 14qF1499
_ 1sflF1599
_ 16qF1699
_ 17(X,-1799X reorregg
X rgoo-

Areas ol Signilicance-Gheck and justify below

- 
archeology-prehistoric 

- 
community planning 

- 
landscape architecture- religion

-archeology-historic -conservation
- 

economics

- 
education

- 
engineering

- 
invention

o agriculture

^ architecture

- 
art

- 
commerce 

- 
explorationisettlement 

- 
philosophy 

- 
theater

- 
communications 

- 
industry X politics/government 

- 
transportation

- 
law

- 
literature

- 
military

- 
music

- 
science

- 
sculpture

- 
s@ial/
humanitarian

- 
other (specify)

Specific dates I866-1869 Bsilder/Architect ArChi tect: IsaaC HOdqSOn

Statement of Significance (in one paragraphf

The Henry County Courthouse is significant because it has served as the seat of
government for Henry County since its completion r'n 

,l869, It also is significant
as the largest and most architecturally outstanding building-in New Castle's central
business district. Lastly, it is significant because it represents the work of a
prominent Indiana architect who designed several pubjic buildings in Indiana,

Issac Hodgson, an.Irish inrnigrant, designed the Henry County Courthouse. lorn in llelfast,
Ireland, in 1826, he learned his profession under the English archtteict, Sir Charles
Lanyard. Hodgson came to the United States in .|848 

and had established his practice in
Indianapolis by .I855. During the ensuing years he designed a number of important buildings,
including courthouses for Bartholomew, Jennings, Marion, and Morgan Counties, and has been
credited with some of the buildings now part of Arsenal Technical High School in
Indianapolis. Both Arsena'l High School and the Bartholomew County Courthouse are on the
National Register.

The Courthouse, which dominates New CastJers town square by its size and the quality of
its architectural design, has been well maintained over the years.
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10, Geographical Data
Acreage of nomtnared property Approximately one and a quarter acres '
ouedrangle n"66 New Castle East, Indiana euadrangte scate
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Ycrbal boundlry dercrlptlon and justilication
Lots_numbered 1,2, 3 and 4, Block Number 12 in the original plat of the City of New
Castle,,Henry County, Indiana, as shown by the plat thereof recorded in Plal Book 3A
at page'59 of the records of the Recorder's Office'of Henry County, Indiana'

Llrt rll rtetor tnd countlor for propertier overlepplng rtrtc or county boundarier
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I 1. Form Prepared By
name/uue Debra Beetem, Senior Planner

organtzatton Region 6 Planning & Developement Corrunissiqg," 0ctober, .1979

srreet & number 207 North Ta1 1 ey Avenue tefephone 317/ -625

The evaluated slgnlflcance of thlg property withln the state le:

- 
natlonal

-- 
state X local

Ae ths deslgnaled State Hlstorlc Preseryatlon Ofllc,er for ths Ntsgnal fllatorle Preservatlon Act ol 1966 (publlc Law 8F
665), I hcraby nomlnate thls property for Incluelon ln the Natlonrl Rcglotcr and certlfy that lt hss been evaluated
accordlng to the crlterla and proceduraa oet forth by tho Horltago Conrervatlon and Rtcreatlon gervlce.

Stete Hlrtorlc Preservatlon Off lcer slgnature

r 3. l98lState Historic Preservation Off date Februa
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