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Hose House #.|0, situated on the southwest corner of Heidelbach Avenue and

East Columb'ia Streei, was completed by the Ohio Valley PluQng Mjll Compaly 
-

in December lggg, accord'ing tb plans 
-prepared by loca'l architect Frank J. Schlotter.

For ejghty-nin. y.u"t it sSrved'as base for fire tighting operations in the densely

popuiui.ir..iio"n-of-th; Lity iust north of the cenlral business district. In

December 1g77, operations weie-moved directly across the street into the newly

.r*pi"i.o rlre station #]0 on the northwest corner of Heidelbach and Columb'ia.

Since then the old house has stood vacant, with ownersh'iP-pqs.sing via auction in
October l97B from the city of Evansville to a private individual-

gld #.10 fire house j5 a rectangular two story buildinq 9f red brick laid in
common bond couri.r *.usriing roughiy thirty-six ?eet by si.xty feet. A pitched roof'

wjth recently appl.ied asbest6s sfringies ovei_the old seamed terne covering, forms

front and rear gautes. The front oi il,. building faces. East.Columbia Street and
'it is here that i".[liectuiat oeiait of an Italiinate theme is concentrated' Two

round-arched f ire apparatus openi.ngs, the'ir curves accentuated b.y galvanized iron
Orip-mofaingt with keystones (and iloie recently by paint), provide a basis for a

i'*i.lrica1"p1an. AUi,u., on i1'e dormitory stoiy balancing each opening, is a set

of smaller paired winAowi witnin i-Uriit< ?rame irigntighted by a blind segmental.

arch and a smalrer reviione. A round attic vent,-centered within the qable.and

galvanized j"on euu.i",-uiacrett uno roof corni.e'(enCioting the gutter) comillete

the facade. The actual doors are recessed, a safety feature for outward-opening

doors where front walls are flush with the sidewalk.

A'lthough the basic exterior appearance of.the old building seems to have been

little disturbed over the past nine'decades, there have been concessions_to. progress
yejis ago the."ni"if pi..'of the irched openings was.replaced with an "I" beam

support jn order to acconrnodate the.larger modein-engines.. Similarly only vestiges

remain of two feaiurei which tigureA pr6minent'ly in opglqlions of earlier days'

still straddling the roof ridge"at thb front of ilre building is the olatform for
the bell tower. with the installation of a citv-*io! alarm"system, in about l9l3'
the bell wh.ich once heralded the out-break of a fire rang the.next twenty.years only

to toll the death of a fireman. in lggo, structural inslability forced the removal

of both the tower and the bel I .

Like other fire houses built during the days of horse-drawn apparatus'fo:'
House #.10 had storage ,pa.. ror rrav. T6e hay r"oom was in the second story-at.the
rear. Although conierted to a smail window 

-now, the exterior ooeninq for loading

hay is clearly delineated on the east watt Uy r6mai^itg itone'lintel'and sill as

wejl as by brick infill. Above,.protruding irom the eives, still intact, is the

hook and beam afseruiy ,s.a-ioi'r'Siiiing hiv. rne tnterioi spaces are divided
into an apparatui.ooil on the first flo6r wlth sleep'ing quarters on the second

floor. An attii-runs the length of the build'ing. The-two-brass poles were

removed when the building was vacated, but grooves to enable the horses to get

traction remain in the concrete floor.



fl srcrvIFICANcE

PEBIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -. CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

-PREHISTOHTC --ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORTC -COMMUNITY 
PLANNING 

-LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECTUSE 

-RELIGION

-1400. 
1499 ---ARCHEOLOGY.HISTORIC -CONSERVATION -LAW -SCIENCE

-.I 
5OO,1599 _-AGRICULTURE 

-ECONOMICS -LITERATURE -SCULPTURE

-1600-1699 
x-qncurrEcrune 

-EDUCATT0N -MrLrrARy -socrAUHUMANrrARrAN

-1700,1799 -.ART -ENGINEERING -MUSIC -THEATERLraoo,tess 
-coMMERcE -EXpLoRATToN,sETTLEMENT -pHrLosopHy -TRANSpoRTATToN

-r 
9oo- 

-coMMUNrcATroNS -rNousrRy 
x Poltrtcs/covERtuerur 

-orHER 
(spECrFy)

-INVE 
NTION

| \,...,..

spEcrFrc DATES 16gg BUTLDER/ARcHIrEcr thro val1ey Planing Mi1I company/

.: _ Frarrk J. Schlotter. Arehit.eei.
STATEM ENT OF SIGNI FICANCE

When built in .|888, the double-bay Hose House #.I0 was an'important addition to
the fire fighting capab'ilities of the Evansville Fire Department. The stat'ion t^las

a base of operations for protecting the northern part of the growing 6th Ward,
the majority of which was becoming densel;z sett'led and frame-built. Hose House
#.|0 was also a vjtal link in the chain of fire houses encircling the downtown
district, then the principal commercial, warehouse and'industrial center of the
city. (See attached map. )

The Hose House is a significant document of the evolution of Evansville's
fire house architecture. The first major work of local architect Frank J. Schlotter
(.|864-.|943; see Alhambra Theatre, Nationa'l Register,0ctober .l979), 

Hose House #.l0
marks the departure in Evansville's pub'lic architecture from plain utilitarianism,
Prior to Number 

.l0, the city's fire stations lack stylistic associations and
pretenses.
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Verbal Boundary Descrjption

Old Hose House #.I0 is situated on Lots l0 and ll of the Heidelbach and Elsas
Enlargement to the City of Evansville (1866). It'is bounded on the east by

North Hejdelbach Avenue; on the north by tast Co1umbia Street; on the west by
the property ljne between Lots 9 and l0 of the Heidelbach and tlsas En'largement;
and, on the south by the a11ey that runs east-west between East Delaware Street
and East Columbia Street.
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