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The Ridgway Building is located at 313-315 Main Street in the heart
of downtown Evansville. Formerly a busy thoroughfare, Ilain Street today
is closed to traffic and features planters' trees and fountains. A

plexiglas canoPy is suspended above the first stories of most buildings
the entire length of the wallir,ray.

Although the Ridgway Buildingts first floor has undergone the same

kind of unsympathetic "modernization" as have most others on the street'
its round-arched facade above the canopy appears much as it did at the
turn of the century. This facade, with its buff brick arches and pale
orange terra cotta ornamentation, was probably part of a remodeling
projeer begun, according to building permits, in 1895. A photograph of
315 Main at approximately this time shows a cast iron storefront' part
of which is stil1 visible on the alLey side. Three and a haLf stories
high, the faeade is consistent in scale with the rest of the block.
The red brick body of the building has stone sills and lintels, although
a larer rear addition to the building on the left (315 Uain) has

segmentally arched windows.

The facade is four bays wide' each arched bay 24 stories high and

separated by buff brick piers. Each pier reste or a terra cotta base

and ends lrlth a Bquarlsh foliated capital, frou whicb sprlngs the buff
brick arch. An uausual feature of these piers and arches is theLr subtle
polychromy lrith rounded briek edges, Elviag the eatire faeade a very sslooth'
plastiC' aPPearance.

windows are a fuLl bay rride, with doublehr:ng wooden sash. spandrels
are of terra cotta, with smal-l- tlles bearing a simple diaper work Pattern'
This pattern is continued in the spandreLs above the terra cotta archivolt.
Three brick plJ-asters -- ln the center and at each corner -- stand the
height of the parapet and rest on foliated terra cotta bases that grow

from the intersection of the arehes. A terra cotta frleze is sumounted
by a nolded terra cotta cornice and a short brick ParaPet with terra cotta
coping.
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The Ridgway Building is significant as a superior example of
late nineteenth century cOmmercial- architecture, and one of few on
Main Street retaining its earLy aPpearance. Its name comes from the
Ridgrray Optical Company, whieh has oecupied the building since 1922.

The building, actual-ly two buildings with a ssrrmotr wall and facade,
was probably built around 1860. Its owners at that time were Frederiek
W. Brinkneyer, wto operated a foundry and stove works with a salesroom
at this location, and Charles Kel-ler, r*trose gun and sporting goods business
operated at this address continuously until- cLrca 1893.

In 1895 building per:rnits were issued for both properties to "add'
to and renodel- store." It is belleved that the faeade and an addLtioa
to the rear of 315 ltain rrere bullt at this tlme. lhe Book of ErlansviLle --
Illustrated, publl-shed circa 1896, iacludes a ptrotffi
shov-lng its present facade.

Evansvillers Main Street, onee lined with rows of elaborate store
facades, has been the victin of much remodeling and rebuilding. As
on I'lain Streets ever5mhere, wiodows have been al-tered or bricked in,
and architectural- details removed or eovered by nodern materials. The
Ridgway Building, however, has survlved into the present day with its
upper facade nearly intaet, and as such stands as a rare reminder of
yesterdayrs Main Street.
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The Book of Evansville--Illustrated. Evansville:
Business Menl J Association, Manufacturer' s

Association, Furniture Association, c. 1896-

City of Evansville Building Permits, 1895.

Evansville City Directories, 1858+.

Griffingfs Atlas of Vanderburgh County' Indiana.
Philadel-phia: D.J. Lake & Co., 1880; reprint
ed., Evansville: Unigraphic, Inc. and Friends
of Willard Library, 1975.
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FHR-B_]OOA
(II/7D

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PL{CES
INVENTORY -. NOMINATION FORM

CONTI NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 10 PAGE 2

commencing at the northernmost corner of the east quarter of thePublic Square; thence running in a southeasterly direction alongthe a11ey way for 144 feet; thence running in a southwesterly
direction along another alley way for 37\ f.eet; thence ln a north-westerly direction along the property l,ine for L44 feet; thence,in
a northeasterly direction for 37\ feet to the place of begJ_nning.
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