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l. Name
Blair-Dunning House

and/or common Paris Dunn'ing House

2. Location
stre€t & number 608 West Third Street N/A- not for publicatlon

clty, town Bl oomi ngton N/A vicinity of ag
Indi ana code county Monroe code I 050.|8

3. Classification
C.tego?ll OwnerchiP
o district --!- public

^ building(s) n private

- 
structure 

- 
both

- 
site Public Acquieition

- 
object 

- 
in process
being considered

Status

- 
occuoied

X unoccupied

- 
work in progress

Accessible
X yes: restricted

- 
yes: unrestricted

_no

Present Use

- 
agriculture

- 
commercial

- 
educational

- 
entertainmeni

- 
governmenl

- 
industrial

- 
mililary

_ museum

- 
park

X private residence

- 
religious

- 
scientific

- 
transportation

- 
other:

4. Ownet of Property
B & C Construction Company

street & number 280.| N .|.Jal nut

city, town Bl oomi ngton NIA- vicinity of state Indiana 47401

5. Location of Legal Description
courlhouge, reglstry of deeds, etc. Monroe County Courthouse

street & number Courthouse Square

B'loomi ngton srate Indi ana
clty, lown

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
indi ana H'istor't c 5'r tes

ililc and structures Inventory hls thlr prop€rty b€€n del€rmined ellglblo? 
- 

yee X no

drrc l gTg

- 
fcdaral X rtata 

- 
county 

- 
locrl

dcpotiiory lor lurvcy recordg I nd i ana Depa

clty, town Ind'ianapol'is

rtment of Natural Resources

strtc Indiana



7. Description
Condlllon Ghcck onr

- 
srccllcnt JO"terlorated 

- 
unaltcred

- 
good 

- 
rulna X a|tered

- 
lalr 

- 
uncrporcd

Chect ono
X original dta

- 
movcd ddc N/A

Docdbe tho proonl end odglnel llf lnownf phyrlcel .pp..trrc.
The Blair-Dunning House'is a Greek Revival/Federal-style structure located atop a small hill
on the west side of Bloomington, Indiana. The building i.s situated in what is notl a resi-
dential area comprised marin'[y of 20th century houses; when it was originally constructed'
however, it was the only buiiding on a six-acre site located tn a frontier region. The city
of Bloomington has sincl expanded to engulf the site, and the house nott offers a cormanding
view of West Third Street.

The original section of the house constructed sometime between 1822 and '1845, is a rectangu-
lar, two-story, four-pen structure with a medium-pitch gable roof. The. ground floor is
sli6htly eleviied on a stone foundation, due to the sloping nature of the site. The exteriot
walis aie of soft, hand made brick,'laid up in compn bond, and the rectangular, double-hung
windows feature piain limestone siils and iintels. Below the roofline is a plain frieze and

a box cornice with returns. A flush gable chimney appears at the west gable end of this
facade, while an offset chimney is loiated near the east gable end. Both of these chimneys
feature decorative corbelling.- As originally constructed, the structure's main facade
faced north and featured a centrally located main entry and synnetrical window placement.

In the late 1860's, large, one-story additions !{ere constructed at the north and south ends

of the house, almoit aouUiing its size. At this time, the orientation of the structure
was changed, and the main eniry was relocated to,the east wal.l'_1. SaUle end.. The new wings
each coniisi of a single, largL room measuring 26' x 18', and, like the original structure,
feature brick exterioi wi]'ls ind medium-pitch-gable roofs. 0ther design characteristics
uiio.rptoyed in the additions include the p]ain stone window sills and'lintels, and the
flush-gab'led chimneys with decorative corbelling.

Sometime in the ear'ly 20th century, the exterior of the entire house was stuccoed in order
io piot..t the soft -brick. 

Receni restoration efforts have included the removal of most of
this stucco. Extensive masonry repairs were also done at that time.

The interior of the house features an abundance of yellow poPlar woodwork, with baseboard

widths of up to 18u proportioned to the 1l'ceiling-height. Each of the six rooms also
features a fireplace with a large' but simple, mantel.

The origina'l s.ix-acre tract has been subdivided and sold, so the house now sits on two

cjty lois. No origtnai outbuildings remain, but two cisterns and a pump are still located
on the propertY.



Podod

- 
prchlrtorlc

- 
1'fiXF149e

_ 15{to-159e
_ 16flF169e
_ 17oo-179t
X rsoo-regg

_ lgxF

lr.t ol3lgnlflcrncr--Ghocl lnd furtlfi below
_ uchcology-prehletorlc 

- 
communlty plannlng 

- 
Itndscrpc archltacturu- rellglon

- 
ffchoology-hlrtorlc 

- 
conrcrvatlon 

- 
lew 

- 
gclencc

- 
rgrlcuhuro

- 
trchlt ctorr

- 
rrt

- 
qommcrc't

- 
communlc.tlonr 

- 
InduetrY

- 
Inventlon

,, enginccrlng 
- 

murlc
X crplorutlonrc€ttlern€nt 

- 
phllosophy

-_ 
cconomlct

- 
cdueatlon - 

lltcrrturc

- 
mllltrry - 

rculpturc

- 
soclrl/
humanltarlen

- 
thcetor

- 
polltlcrlgovornmcnt 

-trlnsportetlon
- 

otlrer (speclty)

Spoclfle deto after 1822, before/ Buildcr/Archltect Enos Blair
3l.t.m.nl of 3lgnltlerlrco lb.#lr|!.thl
The Blair-Dunning House is significant for its assoc'lation with several important figures
in state and local history, most notably Paris C. Dunning, the ninth Governor of lndiana.
One of the oldest structures in the area, the house is prominently situated atop a small
hill and has long been considered a local landmark.

The honn is thought to have been constructed between 1822 and 1845 by Enos Blair, one of
the area's first settlers. Blair r{as Bloomlngton's first jailef, and also served 12 years
as sheriff and,lustice of the Peace. After Blair's death tn 1845, the home was owned by
a number of locally prominent men, including'town attofney Jameii Hester, Ransom hl. Akin,
a former state representative and Indiana University Trusteen and Elias Abel' state rep-
resentative and Monroe County treasurer.

In 1864, Paris Chapman Dunning acquired the home. Dunning began his professional career
as a doctor but abandoned medicine and entered the legal profession, studying under James
Whitcomb, of Bloomington. He was admitted to the bar in 1833, and that same year began
the first of three terms as a state representative. tn .|836 

he was elected to the sta^te
senate, representing Monroe and Brown Counties. Dunning was elected Lieutenant Governor
of the state in 1846; his fonner teacher,,lames Whitcombr wils elected Governor of Indiana
in the same election. Hhitcomb resigned in .|848 to become a United States Senator, and
Dunning succeeded to the Governorship, serving in that office unti'l '1850. Ounning later
resumed his'law practice and served again as a state senator in the 1860's. Dunning v,,as

responsible for the additions made to the house in 1867

In 1869, Dunning sold the house to Jacob Young, a local grocer. Young, in turn, sold the
house to Matthew B. Dillon in 1871. Dillon owned a stone quamy and also lvas involved in
local politics, serving as a city councilman. The house remained in Dillon's family until
l93l, when it was sold to Henry Steele. Steele subdtvided the original six acre tract,
allowing the development of the present neighborhood.

The home sits atop a kno'll facing east where Th'ird Street makes a tee-intersection with
Jackson Street. This siting thus places the house at the terminus of a long vista down
Third Street, and helps make the structure one of the most prominent homes in the area.
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I O. Geographical Data
Acreage of nomlnsted property Less than one acre
Quadrangle nrr" Bl oomi ngton , Indi ana
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Yerbal boundary dcrcription and iustilication

Lots I and 2 of Henry C. Steele's addition to the City of B'loomington.

Lilt all rtaler and countier

state N/A

for properlies overlapping state or county boundaries

code county

county code

| 1. Form Prepared By
name/title Katherine Boruff

organization
Bloomington Historic Preservation Offjcer

date June 25, 1979

street & number Box I 00, Mun j c'ipal Bui 1 di ng terephone 812/339-2261 , Ext. 3.l8

clty or town Bl oomi ngton state Indi ana

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance ol this property within the state is:

- 
national

-- 
state X local

As the designated State Hlstoric Preservation Oflicer lor the National Historic Preservatlon Act of 1966 (Publlc Law 89
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certity lhat it has ::een evaluated

f'

tlrle indiana State Historic Preservation bfficer
Fw Hfi$.me eily

'12-15-82
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Woodburn, Hames Albert, History of Ind'iana

Wyley, T. A.,I. U., Its Hjstory from .l820

Indianapol is, 1890.

.l820-.l902, Vol. I, i.U. Press,.l940

B. Burford, PFinter,

Unjversity,

to 1890. |.lm.
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