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fl oEScRIPTIoN
CONDITION

LExcEut-ENr

-GOOD
-FAIR

DEScRtBE rHe pneset'ii-lNb oarcrruAL (1F KNowN) PHYSIcAL APPEARANcE

one of the largest stone churches in the ohio valIey, st. Josephrs
Catholic cnurcfi is located on North Newton Street (u's' 231 and State
Roads 45 and 46) in the city of Jasper'

This mammoth structure of solid sandstone blocks, four and six feet in
Lhickness and taid in a running bond, rises impressively with.3-lttg'
stone beII tower and steeple "6*" 

235 feet in height' The building is
gz feet 9 inches wide, 193 feet 5 inches long and from the ground- to
Lhe eaves it measures 67 feet. The apex of Lhe roof is 90 feet above

floor level. Th; original slate rbof was repl-aced-in'1909 by a light
green Spanish iif" which itself after maly ylars of service was replaced
iecentfy with a simiLar green Spanish tile

The stone be-lror&swer with a rarge clock, facing four.,.€ides: (circa 1904) '
is best a.""ri-uea'rs simirar [.o the tower oi parliament in London-

The steeple is of steel .tta-srate roof construction with a gilded eross

at the very top. Four tourelles, at each corner, extend above the waII
and parapet. .r.:iri:

The church itself is Romanesgue, but because Father Fidelis Maute' -its

builder, had ,r"rr"t studied aichitecture, there are InanY mistakes in
style. ;

The interior is divided j-nto three spacious naves that on the ground

flogp. qloTre,"F.e,at,,9'vqe1y,9 hpp4rad per-agns''with standing room for another

five hundred:-*;;;ii-Ji=t-tt"--i",tlt'd"r''iorirvnns inside'the church are single

ii""t, *iiiqo',pqBrei, ii*le"s eug,Egg* n-earbv -forests and pi-sins 57

f eet from their bases, and-'coniinuing ueyoira the capitars to help supporl

thp. -Siq bea'.,s ,9f, ;fb9.1ro.gf". .ipe" -ptroio r*'-9 ' f ' The '{oqf : F'tryue t}rFe'' 1€; ? :
maze of beams and rafters "oiiE'16'by'l6-intnii 

and others L2 by L2

inche-s'' .orr"i ilooo,0q0 teel of rhe finesr herowpqs l,{Itl.*'1iF'.1*F-ed-il,
the robf structure. (See photo *5.)

The three altars are white Italian marble; the main altar has two groups

of figures representing arrartaln and Melchesedech and each is seven feet
tall. The ""i*""i"tt 

tiiri"g is of oltyF 'ar-r4t'bFaFFr"Glrga'Jg'Q2'

rhe three rjrge inosdics''iilbrrir riie artarL ir.r"=t*peri;F.'from-e:"::11 i"
sma11 sectioni and assemUied on the site. -Iht mosaic over' !h?. mgin:"

altar r"pr.""rrts Ctrrist tfre-Hitf, etit"t ' Above the altar bn the north

of the,chuFgb, the Assump;i";-;j Mary,is port:ayeq., and abov" tFF south

altar one sees the betrothal of .M-a5y-to-;'isJpn'- The nam:F of thb' &6nors

of rhe stai-nli ;i;="-;r;d;;; i;i;;'rsee j 
"t! marked in Gdrman and

English.

In Lg54 the interior walls and columns were veneered *i*' st. Meinrad

sandston" parr.r". The altar area was done in marble and sandstone'

The floors were laid in teriarzo and tfre arched ceilings htere repaired
and repla"t"i"a.- The ceilings were more recently decorated'
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sPEcrFtcDArES I867-1904 BUTLDER/ARCHITECT Reverend Fidelis l'laute

STATEM ENT OF SI GNIFICANCE

St. Joseph's Catholic Church, buitt ca 186? 1904 is significant for
histori-ca1 representation of the immigration of a Gerrnan culture whictt settl-
in Jasper, Ur5ois County, ttrroughout Southern Indiana and nnrch of the midwes
It is arctritecturally significant lryr its massive and unique exterior appear-
ance whictr continues to dominate ttre community to this day. The.constrrrctio
itself is significant IocalIy for the size of ttre undertakihgr 5nd thei use of
the major ma[erials and 1aboi from ttre area wittrin ttre sound of ttre c]turch's
bel1s.

Fattrer Joseph Kundek, born in Johannictt, Croatia, August 24, 1810,
ar.rived in Jaspei (having been sent bryr _the Dbcese of Vienna, Austria) in 183
and founded St-. ifoseph's-trnristr, wtrich he named after Franz iloseptr, at that
tirne Emperor of Austiia, lho had given him funds for t}.e mission church.
In Jaspir the young pri.est found. fifteen poor_ familj-es who had used-all of ..

ttreir -money in-',enfeiing their Landsrr and in tnrilding tlreir l-og cabLns.
With outstinding knowledge, €n€rglr and persistence, tte succeeded so well,
and ttrrough his influence a great number of new settlers arrived and bought
farms in the vicinity of ifasper. By 1841 a spacious brick church had been
conpleted. and within six yeais Fattrer Kundek founded tlre towns of Ferdinand
and-celestine and added churctres at Ferdinand, Fulda, and Troy, wlth fitany
German Catholic immi-grants around each of them. The founding of St. Meinrao
abbey by the Benediciine Order was through hj.s efforts and persuasion. Thus,
the eerrnan inrnigration in tl..is area continued and St. iloseph's was responsit
for its beginni.ng.

With the congreqJation growing to 2,460 in 1860, Father Fidelis Maute,
O.S.B. then pastor;. decided that the brick church was too smaLl and it was
determined to build a big church to represent ttre great faith of its people
and to provide additional room. Father Fidelis would not go into debt,
however, and this e:q>laj-ns the fact that the church required almost forty
years to actually complete.

'' A design of ttre exterior of the projested lrrilding r,vas obtained from
Albert Druiding of Chicago, but this design intended..for brick as a. building
material was not followed except in general outline and proportions. Lumber
other rnaterials, and unskilled labor were contributed by the congregati-on,
as money was scarce. A high grade of lrrilding sandstone was quarried by the
congregation about a quarter of a mile from ilasper.
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The exterior of the
the roofr some minor
to meet present code
in 1954.

church is unaltered except for replacement of
stone restoration work and enlarged entrances
requirements for fire regulations' installed
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Ttre trnrishioners stacked- many-ltlg: blocks of' stone all over the extensive
churctr grounds, only to see them iff'"ai=.ppe9r into ttre foundation' They

haul-ed more and more stones with Father fi-delis also drivi-ng his team of oxen

hitched to a ,,lizard sled" and d.ragging stone to within reach of ttre derri-ck'
As ttre walls rose higher and highei, the steady animals were driven up on a
Iong inclined plane to whei; ah" derrick, now on top of the wal1, could reach
ttre blocks of stone. Ttre stone was hoisted atso by means of a rope winding
around a vertical drum turnea by oxen hitched to it and walking around it'
This went on foi years, because Father Fidelis txrilt only with cash, not wittt
credit,. when the money gave out, he interrupted !u1f$ing' Only a few years
shor.r a deficit of from one hundred to two rrJundred dollars. rn ttrose days

there was no bank j-n JasPer.

On September 14, ]968, Bishop Maurice de St Pa1ais blessed and laid the
cornerstone. A concoutt. of p"opi", estirnated at five thousand, attended the
solemnity at which the bishop- pr-eacrred in Englistr and Fattrer Bede orconnor
in Gernuan.

on November 2O, IB8O, Fattrer Fidelis decided to bless ttre ctrurch and to
open it for divine service even thougtr it was not even plastered'

By lggg, the plastering_of_ttre churctr and much other necessary work was

finishld and no debt of any kind rested upon the 6uge edifice.

The church was consecrated bY Francis Silas CLratard' Bishop of Vincennes
on Octobet'7,1888. Tl.e whole comnn:nity of Jasper and surroundj-ng areas
entered into ttre spirit of ttre festivity. Streets and trouses were decked
with wreaths and girlands and wittr flags flying, an estimated ten thousand
people attended.

In I9O4 Father Basil Huesler finished the tower at an e>cpense of $7,624.
There was no plan frcm Father Fidelis to be followed, nor was an archj'tect
consulted. Father Basi-I 0btai-ned his idea from the tower in London that is
the trome of Big Ben; he talked it over irith Mj-ctrael Drrlauf , a stone mason

and buila.r .t'.r"rp"r. Ttre two had only a smal!. stereoscopic picture of
their model. As ttreir idea developed into its final form, it departed so

nnrch from its original that it became a new creation. It is this tower that
has made ttre exterior of st. Joseptr churctr a thing of beauty; it is unique
in churctr architecture. With the completion of the sacristy in 1907, the
church was finally finished.

The German immigrant, taking advantage of the vast hardwood timber-
covered land around him, began and developed the wood furniture industry
in this area. Today the area is dominated by this industry.
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The eastern boundary of St. Joseph's Church is formed by the
western curb line of Newton Street (u.S. Highway 231). The
northern, southern, and western boundaries are formed by lines
drawn parallel to and. twenty feet from the exterior walls of
the church.



\-.'

J

- < i1b-'
\ b :- :Q

.=r C,l'
f:* - a'
>O)'(
<n i

^rrl 
l

:. 9l

tsj

>r-'!:'-o2-

SS-i
A(,l>
t---i;" z-_
a9zn
ol.l;in.
>o;:o-a>
=6>z-C]
o=N>z='Xn
il;sdaz
C>
o5roi

\)

t-l

--I:- _-.!*=l' ." ! t'\-T--f+\#r'\ "l "

qa 7
gl r+ "^-'-(,. ,^o

H!'

Oc-{ }
F,0 \ -leurr\r

o \i,Htt \;"5i' \g. \ \'i
F.-) \\
$r sr -\\
F r+ \\$v \o '.n'

Fl 
-,/F' \i ;'n :(7

ilY
1:,

if J.n
€:/ Its i-,+oFl =:i

o

O\ Fl-\3
Ut

urO
@sr
tso
-\o
5:J
tJO
5(Dro..
ltr

r-i

3o

p;
3
> ? >-_.+
Z l.a 

=-)/
\>

-\z-(
o

a
7

o,
o

or
o
q
n

c

t

F

N\
o

@
Or

L'\
u_r

O

<I
oo
c<
f^
:c
c <

t(
C
a

oc
o
c,
c)-
U)(n
-rl

oz

^i .fq -

"9? 
.$'Nk'

l9 . r\'
^$'.dw\|

ca
vco
(A 6 g
==-oo
o-

o
=

c
o,il

3Qz
qo.fl tr;
" N .^_ _ vt< Y' -T1

tv
ttl€ x €;o q?

ao)m ur*n tr7
rr vrF

I'\U

@(tu
CELESTINE63MI i
WTCKLtFFE t4 Mt 3a'aB

lz

J


