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Situated on the northernmost corner of N.t^I. Second and Sycamore Streets
(tot-jdi 1.1.w. Second Street and 206-210-2]{ Sycamore Street), the Skora Building
is located one block northwest oi-Euunruille'i principal bankil.g ald cqnnercial
district. Traditionally, the Skora Building has adioined neighboring-structures'
At-present, 11.re eaiii.."iurts an aubomobile-agency located on Second Street.

A two-storjed brjck rectangular block with multiple storefront entrances, the

Skora guitaing falls just short"of the height of a three-storied edifice. The

ii.ua.r facing uotr'-siiond and Sycamore StFeets were made of limestone, while
the comnon walr ino the alleysidil of the building were constructed of stretcher
bond red brick.

The N.l^l. Second Street facade is three bays wide. Shallow pilasters.with
battered bases oiviie the bays. One of the moie outstanding features of the

UuiiOlng is tfre grouPint qt "narrow double- hung sashes, four.tg u series with
i7i iigf,ts; each"sepiraiea by pilaster strips.. Volutes, which substitute for
keystones, accent-.lin *inaow gro;Ojng, Thb lights-on both.stories are separated

bi;p;^A;eti sneathed with whai is'beiieved to be glazed brick; the brick .has

since been coVe..a *ith multi-layers of paint. The Sycamore.Street facade,

.i.u.r-uuvt in ringln, ii identital 'in dbsign to the bne facing N-}{- Second Street

The building is capped with a fi.ne-veined limestone attic which consists of
u pun.ila-;;ii'uio inoii'piers lpaggd at.'intervals along the attic. The piers

ioffi"a i plJtto"*-ror-gio6uiu" iignts; simi.lar-fixtures-also were attached to the

piiiii".s'diviai;g it e"tiiit-,tlqti,bgJs,,, .Molil.l ions made of salvanized iron
embellish the metal cornice.' 'nlniomiv-pt'acea discs on'the frieze once-separated
if'L-f ettering anJ-Oui.t of the iavertislng for the. Evansville..gSs.and.Electric
Light Company, ih.-UriiAilS'r first occupint. Each of the Iet{ers and numbers

wai illuminaied by several small light bulbs'

A few largely sympathetic alterations to the Skora Building.have occurred
jn iti siity-sigr'"t v".Jl history. when erected in 1911, the building. was seven

uavs in-len-g1r;'i"o"y"uri iate-r, an addition extended it four more bays.- J!'
addition ident'idiiy'*itlr'.a tfr6 iivlized classical 99t.igl of . 

the original. block'

0ver the years,-;h.'giobuli" tilnis"disappeared, as did the standards to which

they wer:e attacheJ. "The letterint-on ltrb'frieze was also removed, probably in
iUoi,t igiq, when the utilities coilpany transferred to new-quarters' The store-
front has been oniv-ririruity aiiel'.0", most likely after'1945. when the building
underwent interioi..nouutioir for the new occupants. The N.1t1. Second Street
entranceway vtas originatly centrally positionei, but now has been blocked in;
two entranceways noi itan-k the centi'ai bay on this elevation' 0n the Sycamore

Street storefront, two minor entranceways have been added and the position of
a third one srighily'ittereo. in-iaiil"ion the windows on four bays have been

blocked jn on the Second story.- Th; first floor now employs.a large-quantity of
glass block;'it is uieO to fii'l in bays and to serve as spandrels' The ljme-

stone facade nas itio-u..n pa'inted se-veral times, most recently pa]e green'

DEScRTBE THE PRESENi nNo oRIGINAL (lF KNowN) PHYSIcAL APPEARANcE

'.



@ srcrvrFrcANcE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- cHEcK AND JUSTIFY BELow

-PREHISTOHIC 
,.-ARCHEOLOGY.PREHISTORIC 

-COMMUNITY 
PLANNING 

-LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECTURE 

-RELIGION_14OO. 1499 __ARCHEOLOGY,HISTOR|C _ CONSEHVATTON LAW _ sctENcE

-1500-1599 --AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTUHE

-1000-1699 -JAncxrrecrune -EDUCATToN -MlLlrARy _.socrAL,HUMANrrARrAN

-17OO.I799 --ART -ENGINEERING -MUSIC -THEATER
-r8oo-r899 .korrart,lencE 

-EXpLoRATroN 
SETTLEMENT pHrLosopHy _,TRANSpORTATToN

-{t soo- 
-coMMUNrcATroNs -X^rousrRv -poLrlcs/GovEaNMENr _orHER (spEcrFy)

-INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES l9l1-1913 BUILDERi ARCH ITECT James G. Wi I I s
STATEM ENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The second decade of the twentieth century ushered in an era of dynamic
economic growth in Evansville under its progressive mayor, Benjamin Bosse
(1914-.|922).. Consequently, many conmercial-buildings were erelted during this
period, which served as a tremendous boost to Evansvi'lle's civic pride.

Construction on the Skora Building at N.hl. Second and Sycamore Streets
commenced in l91l and was cornpleted in .l9.|3. 

The site at N.l^l. Second and. Sycamore
Streets v'tas occupied by the Parsons-Scoville Compaf,y, d wholesale grocery enter-
prise, prior to the construction of the Skora Building. In .|909, 

ownership of
the property was transfemed to Philip Skora, a prominent realtor after whom the
present building is named. A major fire in lgll destroyed the old edifice which
was now occupied by the Evansville Gas and Electric Light Company; by the end of
that year, the building which presently stands at the site had b-een brected. A
nurber of small utility conpanies existed at the turn of the century, but through
subsequen! nergers_oygr the years, the Evansville Gas and Electric Light Company "(now the Southern Indiana Gas and Electric Conpany) emerged as southein Indilna-'s
tquling utility company. fr 1oc'al nbwspaper"prouiJly. hai'led Evansville hs the "cityof lights;" indeed, after the instailation of eighty-four luxalabra street'lamps
!t'' ut', eight-b'lock'area in l'lain Street in l9ll, Evansville was regarded as one of
the best-illuminated cities in the nation

In 1913, an addition to the Skora Building enlarged it four biiys. The
Sieffert Electric Company leased the addit'ion from the Evansville Gas and
Electric Light Company from l9l3 to .l918. Established in l9l0 by brothers
Frank and Leo Sieffert, the Company was already well-known for its installation
of electrical wiring in several af Evansvill:'s factories and businesses. Local
ner'/spapers pubiicized the cornpany's grand opening; one reporter described the
add'ition as a handsome structure and noted its "striking d'isp'lays of electric
chandeliers," which he felt made the building one of the "showpiaces of the l'1idwest."

The Skora_Building.retains most of its original appearance; the only except'ions
are the minimal alterations to the storefronts. Devoid of excessive ornamentalion,
the building appears t9 !. a functional, solidly-constructed structure; at the same
t'ime, its neo-classical features lend it a certain aesthetic chdrm. Architect
James G. Wills, who resided"in Evansville from approximately 1900 to'1912, seems
to have been primarily concerned with constructing the building as fireproof as
possib.le.Contractorforthebui1dingwasChrisKanzler&Son

Located in the once densely-commercjal riverfront area, the Skora Building
,is one of iust a few older structures'left standing after an urban renewal project
was initiated in .l96]. 

The principal goal of the project was to rid Evansville



Eual oR BrBLrocRApHr cAL REFERENCE s

See cont'inuation sheet

@cEocRApHrcAr DATA

el 'l
rllllll Ill,rrrlcl ,ltlrlrrll,lrlrrf @

See continuation sheet

STATE

AcREAGEoFNoMrNArEop'opERry less than one acrg
QUAORANGLE NAME

UTM REFERENCES

la'^[nt^la,t,nl
NORTHING

lrlif,rl

euAoRANGLE scALE I :24r000
rlt ,e I la la,o ls,',n I

.tlii^l'l*l ,,J 'l=*J tt*J.-.-J L+] +1.-.*JzoNE EASTING NoRTHING-ol , lll' l" l'1, | ,l, ,l
rl ,III'|,,IL|'|,,I

COUNfi

TES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTICS OVCNr-A

STA'E

@ronM rRErARED By
NAME / TITLE

Patricia K. sides, Historic preservation speciarist
ORGANIZATION DATE

Department of Metropolitan Development 0ctober 2, 1979
STREET& NUMEER

TELEPHONE
Room 308, City-County Administration Buildin 812/426-5487

STATE
crw oR TowN

@starn HIsToRIC pREsERVATToN oFFrcER cERTrFrcATroN
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERry WITHIN THE STATE IS:

NATIONAL 

-
STATE 

-

LOCAL _
AsthedesignatedStateHistoricPrese*atio''0 (Public Law 89-665). I

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evatuated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

TITLE DATE

n ffFs usE ot'|LY
I IISRESY CEfiTIFY THAT THfS PAOPERTY IS:}NCLUOED IN THE HAT}ONAL REGISTER

DATE
TEEPERqF THE HATIONTT. RTGISTER

ATTEST:
OATE

C}SEF OF REGISTR^TION

GPO ]2 I-J. J



FHR-B-]OOA
(II/78)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PL{CES
INVENTOR Y .- NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET

FiOR l"tCRS' U$e :Cf'lf,v
- t, ":.'

RECEIV.EU' ",,' : '.',:,

'': ':':''
EATE ENTERED... .'.'

IIEM NUMEER PAGE

of urban blight and hence to revitalize the district.with new bui'ldings. Anothersurvivor of urban renewal which merits mention-here is the 0ld post Office, courr-house, and customs House building'located across from the Skora Building on N.14.Second Street. Designed by t,lilliam A. potier,-lhis Ruskinian Gothic edifice(1874-tBZ9) was tist6d in irre Nationat negiitir in 1971.



FHR-8- I 0 0A
(i1i7B)

UNITED STATES DEPART|'1EI']T OF THE INTERiOR
}jERITAGE CONSERVATION AND REC?.-ATICN SEP.VICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PTACES
INVENTORY -- NOMII\ATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE 2

FOR HCRS USE C*{LY

KC.L; l'\lC.U

DATE ENTERED.

LOCAL HISTORIES AND ATLASES

The Book of Evansv'ille -- Illustrated. Evansville: Business Men's Association,
ffi
Corporate History. Southern Indiana Gas and Electric Company, 20 March 

.l959.

Griffing's Atlas of Vanderburgh County, Indiana. Philade'lphia, D.J. Lake & Co.'
Inc ' and Fri ends of l'Ji l l ard

. Library, 1975.

9ERI-qqllAll

"Electric Company in New Quarters." Evansville Journal-News 28 September 
.|9.|3.

"Fi ne 0ffice For Gas Company. " Evansvi I I e Courier, 24 l'larch l9l I

"F'ire Takes Gas Company Office and the Golden Cigar Company."
Evansvi I I e Journal -News , 22 February 19'11 .

"Hundreds Visit Sieffert Store." Evansvjlle Courier, I 0ctober 
.|9.|3.

"llain Street is Real l,lhite Wa.v." Evansville Courier, 3l December l9ll

"Publjc Service Conpany Is Lighting Up City." Evansvil]e Courier 3'l December l9ll

"siefferb Company Opens 0ctober 
,I." Evansvjlle Courier,28 Septenber 

.l9.l3.

"Some of the New Buildings Erected During l9ll." Evansvjlle Courier
3l December I 9l I .

"sycarnore and Second Buj1ding Lease l{egotiated." Evansv'iIIe Courjer,
4 December, I 945.

PHOTOGRAPHIC SOURCES

Art Work of Evansvil 1e, Ind. 9 parts. Chicago: Gravure Illustration
Evansville: Unigraph'ic, Inc., and Friends

of lli I I ard Li brary , 1977 .

Central Library Fjle and Newsoaper C1 ipping Fi'le
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Comenclng at the corner of Second and Sycamore Streets and
running thence alorg Second Strset torard Vlne Streef rT*
fact thence at rlght angLea tosard Third Strect lt0 feet
thence at right anglos to Sycamore Street )fl fee+, and thenee
1)O feet to the place of beginnlng.


