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t. Name
hlgtorlc Central House

and/or common TaVefn Inn

2. Location
street & number HiqhwaV 229 N/A not for publlcatlon

clty, town Napol eOn. VA vicinity ol .eengrecclenel{ictriot

stare Indiana code 018 county RiPleY code 1 37

3, Glassification
Gategory Ownership

- 
dlstrlct 

- 
public

X UuilOing(s) X private

- 
structure 

- 
both

- 
slte Psblic Acguisition

Status

- 
occupied

- 
unoccupied

X work in progress

{pcessible
^ yes: reslricted

- 
yes: unrestricted

_no

X museum

- 
park

- 
private residence

- 
religious

- 
scienlific

- 
transportation

- 
other:

- 
object 

- 
In process

-ri"'nn 
considered

Present Use

- 
agriculture

- 
commercial

- 
educational

X entertainment

- 
government

- 
industrial

- 
military

4. Owner of Property
name Napoleon Corffnunity Recreation and Restoration Corp.

street & number HwY. 229

clty, town Napol eon NAvlclnity ot srate Indiana 47034

5. Location of Le al Description
courthousc, reglstry of deeds, etc. Ri O'leV COUntV COUTthOUSe

' stre€t & number Town Square

i .clty, town Versai 1 I es state Indi ana 47042

esentation in Existi Surveys
has thls property been determlned ellglblc? 

- 
yel X no

- 
federal 

- 
statr _ county _ locrl

depoeltory lor rurvey rocordr

clty, town

N/A

rtelc



7. Description
Condltlon Gheck one

- 
rrcellenl 

- 
d€terlorated _ unaltered

- 
goocl 

- 
rulng X aftered

X trlr 
- 

unexposed

$hcck one
^ orlglnal sltc

- 
moyed drte N/A

Dcrcrlbc the p:erent end orlglnal (lf knownf physlcal app€eranco

Central House, located near the center of Napoleon, Indiana, is a large, two-story structurl
of Federal design. Thought to have been built sometime in the late 1820's, tt was con-
structed of red brlck and has a simple gable roof, Stepped gables and flush gable chim-
neys are located at the east and west ends of the structure. One addttional chimney is
situated on the ridge toward the center of the building. The original roofing naterial
has been replaced with a meta'l standing-seam roof.

The south (front) of the buildr'ng is comprised of seven bays. Counting from the east,
the third and seventh ground floor bays contain doorways; all other bays in this facade
contain six-over-six, doub'le-hung windows. A'll of these openings feature stone sills and
flat-arch lintels with radiating voussoirs. The dooruay in the third bay also features
narrow windows at either side of the door, descending down frgrn the transom to within
30" of the grade I evel . 

,

The east and west facades, both gable ends, have no
vents 'located at either side of the chjmneys in the
unaltered; markings on the east wall suggest that a
here. This addit'ion apparently had a shed roof and
two doorways on the ground 'level of the east wall,
demolition dates for this structure are not known.

openings other than the quarter-round
attic areas. The west whjl appears
one-story addition was formerly attacher
v{as connected to the main building by

now bricked in. The construction or

The rear (north) wall of the structure also gives ev'tdence of A now-demolished wing. This
wing was a one-story structure with a gable roof, and covered slightly rnore than half of
this rear wall. t.la'll openings which connected with this wing have been filled i.n with
modern doors and windows. No specific dates are availab'le for this addition.

The interior of the bui'lding consists of six rooms, with three located on each floor. All
are relative'ly austere, with few decorative elements. The three identtcal fireplace surroul
are the only exceptions; these feature an unusual design of classic inspiration. 0n each,
battered pilasters are located on either side of the fireplace opening and support a molded
architrave and a wide plain frieze, surmounted by the mantlePiece.

Restoration of this building is being done by the Napoleon Conmunity Recreation and Restora'
tion Corporation, which hopes to make the building available for use by various conrnunity
organ i zati ons.



nificance
Porlod

- 
prohlstorlc

- 
14G1499
15{XF159g

- 
16dF1699

- 
17qF17S9

L tgoetegg
_ lg)(F

Areer of Slgnltlcence-Check and lulllly below
rrcheoligy-prehlstorlc 

-- 
communlty plannlng 

- 
landscape archltecture.- rellglon

__ rrcheololy-irtstorlc 
- 

conservatlon 
- 

ltw 
- 

rclence

- 
egrlculture 

- 
sconomlcg 

- 
llterature 

- 
sculpture

lL iictrltecture 
- 

gducatlon 
- 

mllltary 
- 

roclal/

- 
rrt 

- 
englneerlng 

- 
muglc humanltarlan

- 
commercs X cxploratlon/eetlement 

- 
phllosophy 

- 
iheater

_ communlcatlons 
- 

lndustry 
-. 

polltlcs/government 

- 
transportatlon

- 
lnventlon 

- 
other (sPeclfY)

3peclflc datet Before 1856 Bullder/Archltect Unknown

Stetsmenl of Elgnltlcance (ln one paragraph|

Central House is signtficant fo.r its association v'tith the settlement of southeastern Indiana
ina afso fo.r its unisual architectural fe,atures. The building is one of the oldest structurr
in papoteon, and is a reminder of the importance of the town in the early l9th century.

Naooleon, platted in 1820, is the second oldest organi.zed conununity in Ripley County. By

t'SbS, thi town had become an important crossroadg, ils it was sttuated at the eastern
terminus of an early pioneer trice, and it was also transected by the Michigan Road' !y
a siate highway'leaiihg to Vevay on the 0hio River, and by.various-turnpikes leading to
Aurora and-Lawiencebur!, Indiani. It was also an important stop a'long the royle of the
Cincinnati-Indianapolii stagecoach line. Central House was one of several build.ings in
ttapoleon operated is inns, lo serve the many travelers passing through the loqn.durtng_ifit."a. 'The prosperity of the town eventirally waned as railroads suPplanted-the early
road systems, but the bui'lding remains a local landmark, t,Jell-known for its role in the
area's'development. Qnly fouF other buildings remain in the. commqnily whlql-date from
;i,;; ;.;:'-ii'i;':6i,r i6rii,it ttrit i[ii uuildins-was constructed in the thte 1820's.

t{hi1e basically a simple Federa'l style structure, Central House is architecturally.
iignificant foi its ule of stepped gables. t{hile this feature is not uncomrnon in the
eaitern United States, it is generally considered to be anachronistic on bui'ldings
constructed after 1800, and is seldom seen in Lndiana.



f. ilajor Bibliographical References
"Napoleon-Pioneer Junction of the New Purchase." Herbert R. Hi'l'l

"0utdoor Indiana", Vol . 38, No. 9. November, '1973.

The observance in 1970 of Napoleon's'150 years by the citizens, which was
Ripley County newspapers, especially the Ygrsailles Repub'lican and 0sgood

-- See Continuation Sh"eeF:-

reported in
Journal .

t O. Geographical Data
Acreegaolnomlnatedpropefi Less than one acre

Quadrengle name Osgood. Indi ana

UitT Retere*cel

olt,ol 
l614r4l3,3rol

Zone Eastlng

l:24000Quadrangle ecala

141314ro[616rol
Northlng

lrlrlrrl
Easting

llrlr'l
| | r | '-rJ
llrl,'l

Norihlng

l'lrl'rl
LJ
Zone

cl r I

el ' I

cl r I

| | r I r ' I I ' I r Lr ' I

ll'l"l

ol r I

rl r I

xl r I

Verbal boundary daccriplion and justification

Lot #58 in Napo'leon , 82'6" x 165'
Main Street, Napo'leon, Indiana, State Rd. 2?9 on 82'6" side.

Lirt all states and eounties for pr*g:*r?ies overlepping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county

code code

I L Form Prepared By
nameltitle Frank P. Straber, Resident Agent

organlzation and Restoration Corp. date 3'14-79

street & number R. R. I terephone 812 / 852'4818

clty or town Batesvi I I e Indi ana 47034

12. State llistoric Preservation Sfficer Gertification
The evaluated slgnificance ol this property withln the state ls:

- 
natlonal

-- 
state X bcal

As the deslgnated State Hlstorlc Preservatlon Offlcer for the Natlonal Hlstorlc Preservation Act of 1966 (Publlc Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate thls property for Incluslon In the Natlonal Reglster and certify that lt has been evaluated
accordlng to the crlteila and procedures set forth by tlp Nallonal Park Servlce_,

State Hlstorlc Preservallon Oflicer

ute Indiana State Historic Preservat fi cer * Lo -t-2
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United States Department ol the Interior
Nalional Park Service

Nationat Register of Historic Places
lnventory-llomination Form
Continuation street Central' House Item number 9

"History of Rip'ley County", published by the Business & Professional l,Jomen's Club
in .|968, printed by the Clermont Printing Co., Batavia, 0hio

A booklet entitled, "Napoleon & Vjcjnity", a historical souvenir covering the period
from 1820-'|970. This was Napoleon's Sesquicentennial.

Peat, jlilbur D. Indjana Hoqs-qs of the Ninqteel{r-.!eg[gly, Indianapo'lis: Indiana- 
Hi stori
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