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DESCRIBE THE pRESENT AND oHIGINAL (lF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

house, located on a corner lotThe smith-Nicholson House is a large 1892 Neo-Jacobean

in a resjdential area of Rochester, Indiana

The structure has a baserent, two full stories, and a large attic- The frame structure
rests on a limesione block foundation. various projectjons give an impression of an'ir-

".grtur 
p'lan to ir,e rectangular.mass. There are'two chimneys toward the north side. The

northeast corner has a three-sjded projecting bay with a round dormer window jn a three-
sided tent roof wjth slate shjngi.t. 6ne side o? tr,e bay features a diamond-shaped and

square-shaped design intthe siding.

An ,'1,, shaped porch dom'inates most of the front (east) elevation and half of the side'iiorlr'')-.iLuutlon. 
There is lattice work beneath the porch floor and bulastrades above.

plain Doric co1umns support the porch roof which has asbestos shingles. Access.to the

porch.is by way of stairs on the east elevation and at the southeast corner. There is a

bable roof"aboie 
"uih 

rtui.. Above the gab'le roof over the doubled-door main entrance
js a recessed porch beneath a round archl A small enclosed back porch w'ith a s'late roof
squar"s off thi: noitlnest side. The back (west) also has an outside cellar entrance'

A domjnant feature of the exterior is a round tower projecting from the second floor at tl
southeast corner. The tower is iappeo-nv i conical tower w'ith a finial- Other notable

features include-u uur:etv of ttve'verlow poptar wood siding shingles (affows, .half-cone,
rr.*igorir, round,-und octigonal ir'rui,.t). trrb siding f1a'irs out at the base of the first
and second stories.

There are 75 windows of various sizes. Most are double hung sashes with one over one figl
and a stained gtasi window auove-trre-ptut._glgs: windows; the 25 stained glass windows art

a.llegedly T.iffanv-productions. 
-R 

number of-windows have a large single pane. There are

small, doubl., ,6rhd-aiched w'inoows-in th. south elevatjon; and a semi-circular sunburst

in the attic on the east elevation.

Each of the four sides has a gable projecting from a high gable slate roof. The gables ol

the north, west, and south sjdes frave winaowi beneath swep! curvilinear hoods' There is i

low cresting a1,r"g in.-riJg.t oi fh. slate roof wjth finjils located on the project'ing

giff"t and ihe eni points of the h'igh csnter ridge

The interior retains the original woodwork and origina] sliding,double doors on the first
floor. pine, orf, in..iy, mip]e and walnut woods iere used to finish the interior' The

main floor has three different puil.rni of wood parquet floors- The original brass and

bronze hardware is intact.

There have been few alterations to the house. 0rigjna11y, the.front porch was.much small'

wjth a gable roor-proj"iting rrom trre double door entrance. The existing porch uras con-

structed somet.ime in the 20th cenr;;i;;i;.. rgi+. Other changes include the addit'ion of
qutters in 1972 to replace the "iigi"r,.i-uuiit-in 

guttering and-the installation of a'lumint

iindows in 1974.

A detached frame garage is also located on the property.
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The Smith-Nicholson House js important as a well preserved example of Neo-Jacobean arch-
itecture which was one of the styles popular at the turn of the century. It is one of the
best examples of this style in Rochester. The projecting gables'!q.y: and tower suggest-
the irregular mood expre!sed by the Neo-Jacobeah structures. The different siding shingles
convey tie suggestion of a variety of building materials. In his_book..on Indiana Houses

of thL Nineteenth__.lqgn'L!ry, l^ljlbur Peat 'ident'iiies the $nith-Nicholson HousFEFElood-
jnedtreatmentusedonNeo-Jacobeanhouseslateinthel9th

centur-v. Peat preferred to use Neo-Jacobean jn piace of the Queen Anne or Eastlake
designations used el sewhere.

The Snith-Nicholson House was built for John },l. $ith about 1892. Smjth had acqujred the
lot frornlsaiah Conner on December 21, .I89.l. 

Sm'ith was born near Shelbyvi]le and moved to
Fulton County in .|857. After graduat'ing from the University of Michigan.in .l870 with a

law degre., 
-h. 

returned to Rochester to become a prominent comrnulity leader and successful
busineisman, working with abstracts and'loaning money. in lB95 his newly cqmp]eted house

reflected his hjgh standing in local society. The house served the gnith familY, which,
included turc daughters and i son, untii the property was sold to Onar B. hith (a cousin)
in 1907. John Smith died in 1925,

Snar B.Smith was born in .|868 in Fulton County. He gained recognition throughout the
county as a successful banker, serving as President and Chairman of the Board of the
Rocheiter First National BAnk. He was also a director of the Rochester News-!enL!!!ql' an

officer in the Indiana Road Paving Co*puny, and treasurer of the RochestEFEii?geTompany.
He was also a noted civic-social leader, being active in the Methodist Church, Rochester
Country Club, Kiwanis, K of P Lodge, I00F Lodge, and Masonic Lodge. He served as Roches-
ter's iirst mayor from .]909 to .|9.|3. Although Onar Smith died on November 27, 1930, the
property remained in the family until it was sold by Fu.'s wjdow in .I945. 

The house

basied ihrough a nurnber of hands untjl it vtas acquired by Mr. and Mrs. Howard l,l.

Nicholson in 1968.

The significance of the Smith fami'ly in Rochester's financial, Poiitical, social and

.civic'life complements the archjtectural merit of the house.
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