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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OBIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
A decade after 1825 the capitol of Indiana was noved from Corydon to Indianapolis, a beauti-
ful- Greek Revival- building was constructed. However, the buil-ding was more handsorne than it
was durable and ln L878 it was torn down. Work on the present capitol buiLding began short-
ly after, under the direction of architect Edwin May, who was replaced by Adolph Scherer in
1880. Scherer stayed on until- the structure was compl-eted in I-BBB at a cost of $1-19801969.00
With the exceptlon of a minor remodel-ing of the main (east) entrance in l-946 and the addition
of other minor modern day conveniences, the State Capitol- Building remains in its original
conditionr,.rthe focal- point of Indiana government.

The four story, Greek cross plan buil-ding is sheathed in native Indiana l-imestone with the
exeeption of a rock faced granite pllnth, the basis of the foundation. fhe first.f,loor ls
rock faced limestone, while the corners and protrusions of the second fl-oor have a scuf.pted
rusticated stone. The rest of the buil-ding is coursed cut stone. A stone beltcourse defines
the first fLoor wlndow line, whil-e a sculpted entabl-ature demarcates the second and third
floors and deflnes the area above. Engaged Corinthian coltrmns separate the bays. The roof
of the main axes is a low gabled styl-e while at the intersection is a 73 foot diameter dome
r^rith a fifceen foot di.ameter cupola atop the dome, both are sheathed in metal pointed gold.
The roof styl-e used in the four corner tor^rers is a rectangirlar, pyranidal- dome, with a
sinii-ar shaped cupola atop it. The four corners and the main entrance are pedimented with
a decorated rieze. The State Seal- adorns the nain pediment. The roof f-ine on the'south
faeade is adorned by an eagl-e who'rests atop statues of an Indian family, a Pioneer family'
a BLacksnith and a Hunter.

The first floor windows are rectangular with an iron grating protecting the glass while the
second story windows ausegmented with radiating voussoirs. The third floor windows are
semisil.rlar with decorated, bracketed hoods excluding the corners where p1-ain and segmented
pediments alternate.' Ttre fourth floor has rectangular openings with scul-pted lintel-s. The
main entrances have segmental- openings with radiating voussoirs. The orlginaL carved wooden
doors remain intact, however, modern g]-ass doors have been install-ed behind then. A1l- nain
entrances are reached by a straight fl-ight of stairs aLthough there is access to the build-
ing at ground l-evel. The four main protrusions are graced by co1-unnned porticos which extend
fron the top of the second floor to the top of the fourth.

The grounds contain many statues and plaques relating t9 the history of the building and the
state. Amng these are statues of Oliver P. Morton, Thomas A. Hendricks, Christopher Col-urrbus,

and a coal miner.

The interior ls as exciting as the exterior. The plan focuses on the center rotunda which
casts an austere blue 1-lght from the octagonaL stained glass ceil-ing. Statues of figures
representing Law, Oratory, Agriculture, Comnerce, Liberty, Justice, Ilistory^and Art keep
watch over a replice of the 1-iberty bel-l. Along the North:South axis are 68 foot wide eorri-
ders lit by natural- skyllghts which provlde a del-ightful contrast to the somber rotunda.
Yell-ow palnted woodwork, elegantly proportioned marble col-umrs and l-ight bl-ue painted ceil-
ings nake the corridors airy and open - a preoccuPation of modern architecture. The floors
are covered wLth three hues of marble as are the stairs-

Intrlcatel-y carved butternut doors with elaborate surroundings accent the corridors as do

the original gas f-ight fixtures which have been wired for todayfs el-ectrlcity.
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The Supreme Court Chamber has elaborate painted mouldings on the celling, stunning woodwork
which encases the judgets stand, the jury box and witness stand and stained glass windows,
that diffuse the f-ight into soft hues. Both l-egisl-ature chambers have been recently re-
nodeled yet they house the original murals which depict Hoosier life and virtures.. Except
for several plyruood office cubicles which are placed in the upper ha1ls, the corridor views
unchanged.

The grandeur that Hoosiers of the l-880rs saw in the building which housed their government,
remains today as vital and as beautiful as when the ribbon was cut on October 2, l-888.
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STATEM ENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The signiT1oance of the Indiana State Capitol cones from the site being the toJation seat of
state government for nearly 150 years and thus being the locati-on where the Laws of the state
were made and executed. Activities in this buil-ding, over nearl-y a century, have directed
the development of Indiana and have effected the l-ives of every citizen.

Representing what was considered ideal in governmental structures, this building reflects
the best in design, decorating, and detail for the period. SpeciaL care was obyloirsly
taken in every aspect of the construction. ; r .

Tt is also significant as an exauple of publ-ic buil-ding architecture buiLt with a phffiosophy
that the seat of government should'be something special and signif ieant from the start-iil{ot;
just another building but a building that exempl-ifies the ideaL in architecture and thus in
government. This philosophy is refl-ected in the choice of Edwin May, one of Indiinals b6st
architects, to desi-gn the new capi-tol- and in the choice of the best ayailable mateiial to
execute it. Ten years were devoted to making this the best publ-ie buil-ding in the state and
a true seat of government. .It continues to awe visitors because of its fine spaces and
detail-ing
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