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1. Name

historic Washington School

and/or common

2. Location

street & number 101 North Cicott Street not for publication
city, town Logansport ____ vicinity of congressional district Sth
state Indiana code 018 county Cass code 917
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
____ district _X_ public _X_occupied ____agriculture —__ museum
—X_ building(s) ____ private - unoccupied —___ commercial — park
__ structure — both __work in progress _X_educational ____ private residence
—_ site Public Acquisition Accessible ___ entertainment — religious
—_ object —___in process —x_ yes: restricted —__government — scientific
— being considered —yes: unrestricted —_ industrial ____transportation
—___no — military —other:

4. Owner of Property

name | pgansport Community Schools

street & number 2829 George Street

city, town Loiansport ___ vicinity of state [ndiana

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Cass County Court House

street & number Court Park

city, town Logansport s Indiana

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

tite  None has this property been determined elegible? ____yes _X no
date _ federal ___ _state ___ county ___ local

depository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

— excelient ___ deteriorated __._ unaitered __X original site

____good ___ruins _X altered ___moved date =
_X fair ____ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Washington School is situated on the north bank of the Wabash River, along State Road 25
and adjacent to a bridge. Adjoining the building on its north side is an addition
containing a gymnasium, constructed in the late 1950s.

The two story, square building is of yellow brick with dressed limestone trim, and has

a raised basement level of rock-faced limestone. The exterior of the building is very

much an expression of its interior floor plan. Two intersecting axes divide the building
into quadrants. These axes contain the entrances, hallways, stairway, and a few small

rooms used for storage or office space. They are expressed on the outside by a pedimented
projecting bay on each facade, with gabled roofs intersecting in the center of the building.
(See photo #1) :

At this intersection on the interior is a round open space. Four classrooms per floor are
located in the corners of the building, and are entered from this open space. The doors

of the classrooms are curved to follow the curve of the walls. Ceilings are of pressed

tin. (See photo #8) Each classroom has a bank of four tall windows on one exterior wall, anc
four short windows on the other. On all facades of the exterior, the taller windows are

to the right of the pedimented bay, and shorter windows to the left. A1l windows are
doublehung, with large stone lintels, and narrower stone sills.

The east and west projecting bays featurearound—arched entrance , which is flanked by
massive stone piers from which springs the broad 1imestone arch. A fanlight fills the
tympanum. The simple double doors are of painted wood, with two lights each, and are
flanked by wood panels with one small 1ight occupying the upper third. Above the arch
and separating the first and second floors, is a wide belt course of dressed 1imestone
topped by a simple projecting molding, that continues around the building all the way
to the projecting bays on the other two sides. The second story of the east and west
projecting bays has three narrow round-arched windows, sheltered by a balustraded 1ime-
stone portico that is supported by paired Ionic columns. The windows are flanked by
engaged paired columns, then brick pilasters that are repeated at the corners of the
building. The simple architrave contains the words "Washington School." The pediment
is trimmed by dentil molding.

The center bay on the south facade differs somewhat from the east and west facades.

It contains a below-grade entrance into the basement, flanked by windows, now boarded.

This entrance is set into the same rock-faced 1imestone that continues around the rest

of this level. This is topped by a smooth 1imestone water table. Because the south bay
contains the interior stairway, the window levels are not in 1ine with the rest of the
windows on the building. Above the water table is a broad doublehung window flanked

by two narrower ones, all withlarge stone lintels. Above this is perhaps the most out- G5
standing feature of the building, a large stained glass window, with a Palladian fenestration
(See photo #7) This magnificent window is predominately pink, with green around the border, :
in an abstract foliated design. The round-arched window has an elongated keystone, flanked
by oval panels that are flush with the wall. The pediment is treated in the same way as
those previously described.

The north facade of the building, similar to the other three, is obscured by the later
addition, which isconnected to the building by an enclosed stairway. A stage was removed
from the north hallway to make room for the connecting passage. (See photo #6).

The basement of the building contains restrooms, a furnace room, and two other rooms.




8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

____prehistoric __ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion

_1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic —__ conservation — law — science

—1500-1599 ____ agriculture ____economics —literature — sculpture

___1600-1699 _X __ architecture _X_ education ____ military ___social/

—~— 1700-1799 ___ art ____engineering —___ music humanitarian

_~ _1800-1899 ___ commerce —__exploration/settiement ___ philosophy _ theater

— 1900 — communications — industry ___ politics/government ____ transportation
____invention —_ other (specify)

Specific dates 1899 Builder/Architect J-F- Alexander(Lafayette)

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) Contractor J.F. Troutman

Washington School is significant as the oldest remaining school building in Logansport,
and as the only large public building of neo-classical design.

The selection of ‘this site for a schoolhouse probably was related to its ownership by
Quincy Alden Myers, a prominent Logansport attorney. An outstanding jurist, Myers capped
a brilliant career by serving on the Indiana State Supreme Court. As a civic leader, he
was a trustee of Logansport's city schools for thirteen years. This fact suggests why hi
residence on this site became a schoolhouse in the early 1890s. The property was purchas

from Myers in June of 1895.

The 1890s were a period of sustained population growth for the city. This growth led to
increased demand for schools. In 1892, for example, the Central School became overcrowde
and the city built the Lipton School. Similarly, by 1899 increased population on the
town's west side resulted in the Washington School. Both Central School and Lipton Schoo

are now gone.

The building's curious combination of Richardsonian Romanesque elements on the lower leve
with Greek elements on the upper story makes it unique in the community. This building,
by virtue of its size, age, and conspicuous location on the River, is one of the most

prominent in the city.




9. Major Bibliographical References

Powell, Jehu Z., History of Cass County, Indiana, P. 1122 and 1123
Helm, T. T., Combination Atlas Map of Cass County, Indiana: 1878
by Kingman Brothers

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property __1.4 acres

Quadrangle name Clymers, Indiana Quadrangle scale 1 :24000
UMT References
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Lot 75 of William L. Brown's Addition

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

-

name/titte Richard B. Copeland

organization Washington Preservation Committee date 12-4-78
street & number /23 Wheatland telephone 219-732-1875
city ortown L0gansport state I1Ndiana 46947

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

____ national ____state : L local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. c

e
State Historic Preservation Officer signature M .

title State Historic Preservation Office date 1-21-81

—

GPO 938 83S
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