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1. Name
Noftzqer-Adams House

andior common

2. Location
street & number 102 E. Third Street

- 
not for publication

city, town North Manchester

- 
vicinity of congressionaldistrict 4th

Indi ana t8 county Wabas h cooe I 69state

3. Glassif ication
Category

- 
district

X ouitoing(s)

- 
structure

- 
site

- 
object

Ownership

- 
public

X private

- 
both

Public Acquisition

- 
in process

- 
being considered

Status
X occupied

- 
unoccupied

- 
work in progress

Accessible

- 
yes: restricted

X - yes: unrestricted
_no

Present Use

- 
agriculture

- 
commercial

- 
educational

- 
entertainment

_ government

- 
industrial

- 
military

_ museum

- 
park

X private residence

- 
religious

- 
scientific

- 
transportation

- 
other:

4. Owner of Property
Parks and Paula Adams, Jr.name

street & number 102 E. Third

city, town North Manchester
-- 

vicinity of state Indiana

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Recorder' s Off i ce

Cour"t Housestreet & number

Wabas h srare Ind'ianacity, town

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title

date

NONE has this property been delermined eleglllel

federal state

Yes

county

no

local

depository for survey records

crty. town stale



7. Description
Condilion

excellent
X good

lair

Check one Check one
deteriorated unaltered A orrgtnai stte
ruins X altered moved date
unexposed

Describe the present and original (il known) physical appearance

The Noftzger-Adams House is located on two'large city lots in a residential sect'ion of
North Manchester, Indiana. Constructed in .|880, the brick structure rests on a stone
block foundation and contains a basement, two finished floors, and an unfinished third
floor. Projecting three-sided bays on the east and west sides provide variety in the
othen,lise regular 40 x 50 foot rectangular mass.

The main (south) elevation has paired windows which flank a slightly proiecting central
panel which is capped by a gable roof. The first and second story windows have one
over one lights with double-hung sashes. The windows have fancy imitation stone headers
made of sheet tin and pa'inted grey; there are interior shutters. The central panel
contains the main door and single windows on the second and third levels. The third
story central window has a pointed triangular arch which mirrors the central gable. A

decorative belt course runs between the second and third stories. There are small,
rectangu'lar windows underneath the cornice directly above windows in the south elevation
and in the projecting bays on the east and west sides.' A'bracketed cornice with a

built-in gutter system supports a mansard roof. There are five decorated chimneys'
three of whjch have decorative sheet tin caps. The original hexagonal-shaped slate was
removed from the roof in 1976 due to'its poor condition. The owners hope to duplicate
the slate sometime in the future.

The main elevation is dominated by a one-story porch with ten square columns. Steps in
the center projecting section lead to the main entrance. In .|978 the deteriorated con-
dition of this porch forced its reconstruction, duplicating the origina'l appearance.
There is a small porch on the rear elevation, and at one time there was a porch on the
west side.

The interior has central halls on the first and second floors. Woodwork on the first
floor is ash, trinrned with walnut. The stairs have walnut railings. The second floor
woodwork is pop'lar with wood graining. There are several slate fireplace mantels with
marblizing. Three rooms have ornate piaster cei'ling medallions. Several of the original
gas fixtures and hardware remain,

There are now no outbuildings; the barn collapsed jn 1976.



t-

8. Signif icance
Period

preh istoric
1 400-1 499
1 500-1 599

-. 1600-1699
1 700-1 799

X rsoo-rggg
. I 900-

Areas of Signilicance-Check
archeology-prehistoric
ar c heology-historic
agriculture

X architecture
art
commerce
communications

and justify below
community planning
conservation
economrcs
education
engineering

.. exploration settlement

landscape architecture religion
raw sctence

. literature sculpture
_ military _ ,social

music humanitarian
- philosophy theater

industry -- politics government transportation
invention other (specity)

Specif ic dates I880 !uil!e1lrchjt"9:t L. __,l, Xqftzger
Slatement of Signilicance (in one paragraphI

The Noftzger-Adams House.is s'ignificant.large'ly because of its architectural merit. Thebrackets, window su*ounds, ce;tral pavilioi, fecorated chimneys, and mansard roofidentify the structure as an example'of the seiono Empire style. The gable roof on thecentral pavil ion shows a deviatioh from the uiual towir ioof oi ilris sty1e, suggestinga slight Gothic influence. The re'lativety uniitered exteiior-gives the structure dis-tinction since it is locally the_'lafgest i,t- - late lgth centiry houses and the bestsurviving example of the selond Ernpiie ityle in architecture in North Manchester, Indiana.
The structure was constructed in l88o fcr LeVi J. Noftzger, who had lived in the NorthManchester area since-the age of six, ltotliger was bori in tgso and married a NorthManchester girl in 1860. Ai first they tarm6d land norirr or irre rown of North Manchester,but within a few years they moved into town io open a Erain, stock, and hardware business.using innovative business iechniques such Js-iinitng rrTs rrJrawJre store by telegraphline to the train depot, he beCanie a ieaaing ousineisman i; iil town. His prominentposition is indicated by his service at a t6nn trustee in r8ig. As the residence of aconmunity leader , the house was the scene oi'runy social functions in the late lgthand early 20th centuries

Noftzger was killed in an accidelt il 1g21)and his wife died in 1g22. The house waspurchased by John and Sarah Smith. For ruiry y"u"s Sarah smith lived in the house as awidow and took in roomers. In more.recent yeirs, the present owners have worked topreserve and restore the structure to its oiiginal uppbu.un...-'.



9. Major Bibliographical References
Ninet.esllh genlurv Houses in Wabash CounW and CitV, published by IndianaHist@ Jun ior

, Inc ., 1976,
tdalgeh Count.y Hist 9igg.rltennial Edition I976, L,talsworth publ ishing Co.s9h, ed'ttor.
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Ycrbal boundary .{gscription and justification
The house is locatea on lots number 64 and 65 in the originul"piot'oi *o"in l*lanchester,l'labash county, Indiana. It is on the noiin.iri corner of Market and,Third streets.

Lirt all ctates and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county

county

91513 r9 14 r4 r0

organizatlon 7-30-78

street&number 102 East Third Street

city or town North Manchester

tefephone . 
'219 eB2^6083

Ind i ana

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
Ttie evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

- 
national _ state {- tocat

A: lhe designated State Historic Preservation Oflicer lor the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (public Law gts
665)' I hereby nominate this propertYJql inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedule-let foqlh bStfg ErigCe Sqnservflpn and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer s

September 17, 1979uue Indiana State Historic Pres ation 0fficer
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