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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This is a small, red brick building in simple American Gothic style designed
by the eninent Terre Haute and [vansville, Indiana, irchitect, Josse A. Vryciagh I

(1833-e8).

The main mass of the building is rectangular (inside measurements 36'x 55'),
set east and west, with a vestibule (t0' x 24') projecting from the west corner of
the south elevation. The vestibule is surmounted by a bell steeple. All the
exterior walls are buttressed. There are three narrow lancet-windows on the south
and north elevations and a very tall triple lancet-window in the west end of the
building.'Th6icentral"panels in the windows are white frosted otched glass, surrounde
by borders of clear etched glass in ruby, amethyst, and topaz. The roof is polychrome
slate, steeply sloped and set on a corbeled molding. 

y

The construction of the chapel was supervised by the architect's assistant,
Levi S. Clarke of Evansville. However, much of the actual labor was performed by
the men of the McCutchanville community. The huge trusses that support the roof
(1O" by 1S'poplar) were cut from the surrounding woods. The bricks were hand
made and burned on the site, and even the sand used in the mortar came from a sand
deposit in a h!llside on the Erskine farm not more than a hundred yards from the
building. The first brick was laid on Monday, April 12,1880, and the building was
completed by the end of the year.

There have been only two alterations to the exterior of the building. First,
three tal I chimneys which accommodated the old pot bel I ied stoves were removed from
the NE, SE and ll\'l corners of the building. In 1949 a new building of compatible
design called the Parish House was constructed immediately behind the original
building and attached to it by an enclosed passageway to the north door of the
old building. 

I

The inside of the chapel has a vaulted ceilinl 25tr from floor to peak.
l^/al ls dhdrceil ing are rough plastered and painted off-white;' A wooden'tvainscot
rises to the bottoms of the windows, which have sloping wooden sills. A high
arched pulpit alcove fills the east end of the room. This was originally empty,
but now houses the pipes of the organ. Two small alcoves in the NE and SE corners
of the room formerly had the pot bellied stoves in them. These remain unaltered
and are now empty. An open staircase.rises from. the vestibule to a balcony
across the back of the chapel. Brass hafdware on the interior doors is original.
A brass bell in the belfry bears this inscription - "Vanduzen e Tift, Cincinnati,
0hio. Buckeye BelI Foundry.1880".

A number of pieces of the or.iginal furniture remain, including the lecturn,
comm.union table and pulpit chairs. Pews in the balcony are original, but the ones
on the maln floor are circa 1941. The old oil-burning chandeliers have been
replaced with gothic design electric lanterns.
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The McJohnston chapel of the Mccutchanvil l,e (Jnited Metl-iodi.st churr:ch is oneof the few remaining exampres of the work of architect J.;;;'A. vrydaghin the Evansville area. Except for the McJohnston chapel and the lglehart house
9n-:'E' second, all-the vrydash gyildings in Evansville have fallen to the wrecker,sball or have been altered radically. viydagh, born in Belgium in 18j3, 

"*igr"iuato the United States in the 1850's. fn iSZ6 hu r", elected a fellow of the Americanlnstitute of Architects, and four years later he submitted competitive drawingsfor the centennial-Buildings at-Phitaa"lphia. For these he was awarded one ofthe ten premiums offered. In 1877 ne received an award from the united StatesGovernment for submitting the best plans for rebuilding the u.s. patent 0ffice. In1881-82 he worked in the-office of James G. Hill,,supervising Architect of theTreasury Department, washington, D.c. Among the buiiJingr r,i aurigned were courtHouses for Sullivan, Mt. vernon, and Bedfori, Indiana; tie Terre Haute opera House,st' Joseph Catholic Church, st. Patrick Catholic Church, and the Indiana stateNormal college in Terre Haute, Indiana; and several buiiaing, at Depauw universityat Greencastle, Indiana. vrydagh died in Terre Haute Januaiy ro, "igg,pl . 
':,,- 

.,

The Mccutchanville united Methodist church is also significant for its in-fluence on the historic Mccutchanville communiiy, remaining through the years oneof the focal points of community life. Erected in 1880, tie-Mc.lohnston chapelstands on the exact site of an earlier frame church established by CharlesMccutchan:Johnstory:,,(]:!:t known as charles McJohnston), who ."r.'f rom c.ounty, : .,Longford, lreland in 1819. Mr. McJohnston, as a child,'had heard John ldesleypreach during the great religious leaderts lrish crusades, and McJohnston came to
s?tica thoroughly steeped ii Methodism. He encouraged the Methodist circuitRiders to come into the area at a very early date. Mr. McJohnston died in 1g2gwhi le serving in the lndiana state I-eiislatur.e, and in his wi I I he lef t the moneyto erect the f irst frame church on the'site. in 1878:, *r,." 

"". of his daughtersdied she left money in her will to start a fund to replace the old frame churchwith the present brick chapel
' The church and the school have been the bulwarks of society in this somewhatisolated rural community. The founders of the community came from Europe aseducated and cultured people whor.from the first, laid a cultural foundation that twas to havi a marked influence on'the developr"nt of Evansville and VanderburghCounty F"-"- -' r..'v
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In 1859 one of the first attempts at secondary education in the county was made when
classes of high school level were taught week-days in the old frame church by
Saunders Hornbrook. Mr. Hornbrook served in the 65th Regiment, Indiana Volunteer
Infantry, in the Civil War and obtained the rank of Colonel.

Two famous ladies were members of this church's congregation from childhood'until they reached maturity. Annie Fellows Johnston, the author of the Little Colonel
Series for children, wrote of her childhood memories of the old church in her last
book, Land 0f The'Little'colon.eJ , publ ished 1)2j by L.c. Page 6 co., of Boston.
Her sister, Albion Fellows Bacon, nationally known social worker and a member of
President Herbert Hooverrs Commission on Home Building and 0wnership, wrote of the
old church and its influence on her Iife in her book, Beauty for Ashes, published
in 1914 by Dodd, Mead a Co. of New York.

The church cemetery is one of the oldest in Vanderburgh County still in use.
Buried here are all of the founders of this important Scotch-lrish community and
several generations of their descendants. The oldest gravestone is dated 1819 and the
are several from the 1820's. ApproximatelV 125 graves are more than a century old.
Some thirty-two (32) Civil War veterans are buried here (including one who served in
both the Confederate and Union armies), nine veterans of World War l, two from
l/orld War ll, and one from the Korean War. Five men who served in the Indiana State
Legislature are buried here:

Charles McJohnston
Robert P. Hooker
James F. Ensle
Thomas W. McCutchan

Herbert F. Grimwood

Researchers will find a number
art and several quaint epitaphs
historians.

exaftples of interesting primitive gravestone folk
This cemetery is important to genealogists and

1827-1828
187 1-1873
1913-191 5
1923-1925
1925-1927
1927 -1929
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