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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Stewart l4anor, built during 1923 and 
.l924 is a 2 1/2 story stone house located on a

urooded knoll with extensjve landscaping and reached by a curving driveway that leads
to a drive-through portico. Designed for Charles B. Sommers by Bass Knowton and Co.
and built by the Bedford Stone and Construction Co., jt was clearly designed to give
the 'impressjon of a Mediaveal English Country House.

The general configuration of the house is rectangular but jt has many irregu'lar pro-
jections and urings which conceal that fact. An irregu'lar gable roof with many levejs,
e_vebrow dormers as well as hipped and flat portions add to a feeling of flowing com-
plexity. The shing'led roof with rounded edges and swept gables gives a thatched roof
appearance. The exterior is fieldstone wr'th irregularly placed port'ions of square
rubble. The gabie ends are timbered and some timbers are located around the smaller
windows with brjcks set in varjed patterns between them. The large windows have
squared rubble segmental arches over them and rough stone sjlls. Some of the wjndows
have small diamond lights and some have rectangular lights. 0n the first floor they
are set with varjous circular sta'ined glass patterns about one-third of the way down
the top. There are entrance ways wjth both semi-c'ircular arches, and segmental arches.
Or'ig'ina'lly the house had striped ar,rnings over some of the windows and downspouts
twj sted to gi ve a spi ra'l ef f ect. Th j s resul ts 'in an overal l eff ect of intri cacy,
elaboration and lavishness.

The interior of Stewart Manoris as elaborate as the exterior. One enters through a

marnmouth oak door flanked by heavv jron lamps into a vaulted entryway. Straight ahead
is a sunroom extensive'ly decorated wjth Rookwood tjle" The ti1es, depicting scenic
murals of'lush scenes of nature are arranged in four recessed arches and a fifth makes
a verdant background for" a pool and founta'in. 0n the left is the fiving room panei-
ed in dark wood with many built-in bookcases, and a'large fireplace w'ith a surprisingly
simple mantle. The large oriental rug that was otoig"inally on the f4oor is stiil in
pJace. Turnjng right one enters the dining room with its h.igh and decorated ceifing.
The original dining table also had a fountain in the center. The first floor originaily
contajned the kitchen but that was removed and p'laced jn the basement when the house
was converted to a womens dormatory for Tudor Hall School in l968-69. The second floor
conta'ined guest rooms, the family's living quarters and a large suite for Mrs. Sommers.
The bathrooms conta'in the latest fixtures of the t'ime including showers and a built-in
scal e.

The third floor has the simplest rooms in the house as the-v urere intended for servants
quarters. An elevator served all three floors and the basement. Some of the rooms on

both the second and thjrd floors have been divided during the conversjon to a dormatory
but this was so well done that jt is not noticable. The cornices for example were
duplicated jn al'1. partitjons.

Charles M. Sommers l'iked'to assoc'iate w'ith famous people and had two pains of g'lass with
the signatures of such persons as Ruyard Kipling, Thomas Edison, Joseph Conrtfd,_Luther
Burban[, Alexander Graham Be11,0rville tr*lrjght and James Whjtcomb Ri1ey, carefully
etched in the qlass.
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The Sommers House is an interest'ing example of the eclect'ic anchitecture employed by
the wealthy in the'1920's. Although the roof, half-timber gables, leaded aha itaini:a
galss windows, and 'irr"egular project'ions suggest an Engf ish Tudor style, the many
rounded arches and el ipt'ica'l1y-arhced vrindours suggest a Cal jforn ja 14ission style. The
Japanese garden also suggests a west coast influence.

Mr. Charles B. Sommers was a prosperous Indianapo'lis businessman. Although best knownfor his.large downtown furnjture store he was Pres'ident of both the Gibson and Empire
Automobjie companies as well as a bank director and dairy executive. He also had'an
interest in music and the dramatic arts. Stewart Manor is a fine example of the kindof a house a prosperous businessman w'ith a flajr for the dramatic woulO nuitO. He was
known as an entertainer of movie starts and celebrities of all kinds" 0ueen Marie of
Romania once was a dinner glqst. The house was designed to have a variety of interjor
and exterior areas that would be p'leasant and atmospheric for both famjly-and guests.
The Rookwood tile in the sunroom is an example of the kjnd of art that wls used ro
provide th'is feelinE. The Japanese gardens also provided a number of small but beauti-ful locations for int'imate groups to gather. During the tlventies a staff of 27 was
required to keep the house and grounds in order.

After Mrs. Sommers death jn .|957 the houme was used as a dormatory for Tudor Hall School
and'in .l970 

was g'iven to the Indianapoljs Publjc School System. ihese uses have not
damaged the interior or exterjor of the home, although most of the original furn'itureis gone.

Stewait_Yqlgt provjdes an excellent'illustration of picturesque design as it was executedin the'1920's. The interjor, exterjor and'landscaping a1l blenC'toglther in an elaborate
array of effects that give the house its architectural siqnjfjcance.
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Located on 38 acres.of ground, Stewart Manor has the remajns of an elaborate landscaping
proiect geared to the enjoyment of the outdoors. There was a swjmming pool and a private
ggnql running_!o the l^Jhite River nearby. Ponds, brjdges, gardens and plantings of various
k'inds original'ly designed by a Japanese art'ist with a profus'ion of decoration-that com-
plemented the exterior and interior of the house. Today much of these gardens remajn
but have not been kept the way they were intended. The property has not lost much ofjts original appearance. There have been no major alterations to the exterjor and those
done on theinterior were done well. Since .1970 the property has been owned by the
Indianapoljs School Board and they are using it as an environmental study center but have
made no modifications to the buildinq.
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservatron Act of 't966 (Public Law B9-665), I

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the Natronal Rcqister and certrfy that it has been evaluated accordtng to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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