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vi tJA,L-

l. Name
The Ourhin Hotel

and/or oommon The Durbin Hotel

2, Location
street & number 137 ttest 2nd Street

- 
not for publlcatlon

city, town Rushvil le
- 

vicinity of congressionaldistrict l0

IN code 018 Rush . 139c(xte

3. Glassification
Gategory Ownerrhip

- 
district 

- 
public

X uullolng(sl x private

- 
structure 

- 
both

Status
X occupied

- 
unoccupied

- 
work in progress

Accessible

- 
yes: restricted

y yes: unrestricted
_no

Present Use

- 
agriculture

X commercial

- 
educational

- 
entertainment

- 
government

- 
industrial

- 
military

_ museum

- 
park

- 
private residence

- 
religious

- 
scientific

- 
transportation

- 
other:

- 
site Public Acquisition

- 
object 

- 
in process
being considered

4. Owner of Property
Durbin Athletic Club Inc.

street & number 137 li|es Zfid Street

city, town Ru;trfitte
- 

vicinity ol state Indi ana 46173

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. RUSh COUnty COUfthOUSe

street & number Courthouse Square

chy, town Rushyi I le state Indiana

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Ngne has this property been determlned eleglble? 

- 
yes v no

- 
f"O"r"f 

- 
3tate 

- 
county 

- 
local

deposltory for eurvey records

clty, lown state



7. Description
Condltlon Chccl one

- 
ercclbnt 

- 
dcteriorated 

- 
unaltered

x good 
- 

rulne X altered

- 
frlr unerpored .

Ghccl olrc
X originel site

- 
movcd date

Dcrcdbc thc prarcnt end orlginal (lf knownf phyrlcal .ppe.ranc.

The Durbt'n HoteJ is located on a busy r'ntersectt'on in the central srctton
of the city of Rushville. The par-nted brick butlding was c@n$tructed fn tno
parts: the origt'nal three-story bufldilg wds: constructed c. 1855, and a
two-story rear section was added to the south in 1885. The enti're butldlng
measuFes ll5 feet by 200 feet.

The main, north facade had an alternating window/door pattern on the first
floor that has been altered by the ciosing of two of the three doonrays, and
the replacerent of the windows. The survivfng central doonuay has sidelights
and a transom. Above this is a wrouEht r'ron balcony that extendi across ahe
entire facade. The upper stories of the main facade are covered l'n a limestone
veneer that was installed in the 1950's.

The second story has a central door with sidelights opening onto the bal-
cony. The doorway is flanked by three doublehung wr'ndows on each side. Thts
pattern is repeated on the third story, except that the wrought iron balcony is
only as wr'de as the center bay, and has a fire stair gol'ng down to the secqnd
story balcony. An even smaller balcony is located on the fsurth story level,
which has only a dooruay that is centered tn the highest part of a stepped par-
apet. Stone string courses exist at the head and sill levels in the ltnestone
veneer.

The rcst side of the original main hur':lding bs' six opentnEs on each floor.
0n the ground floor, two of these are doonmys, under a plarln canopy. A1l open-
ings fn the origfnal building are rectangular.

The nest side of the later two-story addition has segnnentally arched open-
ings. 0n the ground floor towards the front are five windous, ttpn an entrance
that appears to have been added later. At the south end of thts facade are two
small arched openings,'located a few feet above eye'level. The second story
of this facade has nine segmnntally arched wtndows, 'irregularly spaced.

The rear ssuth elevation has two rindows and om &r on the fi'r.st floor,
and five windows on the second. There are five windows on the third floor of
the south elevatr'on of the original structune.

The east elevqtion, wtrich abutr stfter frr*rtldings along a portion of tts
length, contains one entrance for patFons and an entrance tntg the kitehn ar€a.

A neon sign hangs at the northruest corner of the buil4ing.
-.i?r.

The inside of the hotel is unpretenttour, lid contatnE banquet.Sd.rreeting
rooms in the newer rear portion. The t{illkie Louttge contatns memorahf,lta of the
lfillkie compaign



L Significance
Prrlod

- 
prchirtorlc

_ 14qF1499
_ 1500-1590

- 
1600-1699

_ 17(xt 1799
X raoo-ragg

_ 19fiF

- 
rgrlcuttrt

- 
rrchltecturc - 

econornicl

- 
educatlon

- 
lnvention

- 
lltaratull

- 
militqry - 

scloncc

- 
sculpture

- 
loc|irl/

. othgr (gpec$)

lrtrr of Signiflcanee+h.ck mdfurtify bclow

- 
ercheology-prchittorlc 

- 
sommunity planning 

- 
landscape archltectura- religlon

-- 
arclreology-historlc 

- 
conservatlon _ lar

- 
art 

- 
englneering 

- 
muclc humanitarlanX commerce 

- 
exploratlon/settlemert 

- 
phllosophy 

- 
th€ater

- 
communicatione 

- 
industry X polhlcs/governmenl 

- 
trtnsportatlon

Spoclffc drtet c. 1855 Euitder/architect Unknown

Stetemcnt of 3lgniticanec F*tr*l

The Durhin Hotel is signi.ffcant to the town of Rushville because of the
impontant_ryle it has_played as_a social and political center of conmunity'life
for over-'120 iears. Prior to the construction of the interstate highway iystem,
the Durbin prospened as a rrell-known stop-oyer on the highway betwe6n tiraiinapoits
and Cinctnnati. The primary signifieance of the hotel, however, lies in its
role as the natr'onal campaign headquarters for Wendell !.Jillkie during his 1940
race for the presidency. Addr'tionally, two of the Durbin sons have-gone on to
beccxne promrinent rln the hotet business.

The hotel has operated continuously since its construction in c. '1855 by
{..Cul!", undergoing several nanre changes along the way. Cary moved his fami'lyinto the Carr House and held a Grand Opening r'n 1856.- In 1878, the first gas
lanp ever ltghted on the Rushville strbets itood at the Capp Hstel, then op"i-
ated by Frazfer and-Joseph Johnson. In 1899, tllilliam and ilirrie Jones, prb-prietors of the newly renamed lrlindsor Hotel, advertised that the hotel 

-hid 
been

thoroughly overhauled, dnd hoasted an officer pdrlor, dtining room, washroom and
thnee lar"ge sample rooms on the fr'rst flsor, urr:th fiity sle6ping rooms.

In 1924, the hotel again undenvent remodeling, this time at the hands of
owner Davtd Lollis.. tn Apri.l , 1926, the hotel was-leased by Leo and Mary Duibin,
3 yPung.couple utto had nored_to Rushville with tfpir two sriil children,-aiier
.loltlg thetr lease on a ho&l tn Celina, Ohio. Thetf'bought the building'from-
Lollr-s rln 1928.

The lscg,t Fost Offt'ce rented the entire west half of the first floor for,some
!im'^uqt!l thf:wred tntq a rnrr nlflat;g i; igil. ine room-whieh extended
from Znd to Ist Street was then remodeledr Qhd the north portion served as an
insurance offtce and barber shop for many-years. Rooms tactng-Ftrst Street were
g::d $^l crcqFlr, a meat ryrlbt, and lltir the hoter taundr!. The Gr€th;d; -
uus strtTon and tfic [hstern Union ofcftce r€r€ both located tn-the hotel withHr. DurEtn acttng es qgent, ' : 

- ---- "'

Th botel Eqqry: natlsnal!.f fnqq when-ilendell [itlkie, who had frequentedthe &t&l.,tB.,,tk I930's, c@P !i as hts natr'onal canpatin'tr,iaiquarters adring--
ll: l?10 !!n49!.v asainst Prcsr'dent rriniiin-i[tano hodi"vCii.' one larse
lfnquet Fem n$ csnverted to qccwuodate the'cerps of news 'people uho f6porredttE tunul'tusus campaign._ lt[uch of the flavor of those hectic'and exciting aats{s preserved tn tq Hr'I I kr'e Lounge tn the hotei , wtrich iontatni much of irre 

- -
rnnorabtlt'a frm tle campatgn and fron ilillkie,i ttte.



or Bibliographical References

"siblinq Rivais in a Hotel Clan,
Rush Co[nty Sesqur'cdntennial toiti

k, September 3,
6ry. 1822-1972,

I O. Geographical Data

I 979.
1972;

Public Library.

Publ ic

The Promotel, published May 1899, Johnson & Campbell Editors, Rushvi]le
paqe 57.
RuStwil l e

Acreagcof no,minated property less than one acre
ouadrangle *ln" Rushyille' Indiana
UtT References
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l,l
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Quadrangle ss6b I :24000
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ll'L,rl
ll,lrrl

lrl,l'rl
Yerbel boundary deccription and justilication

Lot 13 of the Original Plat of Rushyille, bounded on
the west by Morgan Street, and on the south hy First

the north by Second Street, on
Street.

Ltrt all stater and counties for properties overlapping stete or county boundaries

I L Form Prepared By
name/titfe Paul l,I. Barada, Executr've Secretary

organization Rush County Chamber of Conmerce date March 17, l97B

stre€t&number Room 
.|9, 

Rush County Courthouse terephone 317 /9jZ-2880

clty or lown Rushvi I I e Indiana 46173

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Gertification
The evaluated signlficance of this Property within the state is:

- 
national X state

- 
local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act ot 1966 (Public Law 8ts

tltle Indiana State Historic Preserva fficer date 7 -ZA-81
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The many rooms of the hotel served as a p'layground for the seven Durbin
children reared there. Subsequently two of the chjldren became leading admin-
istrators in major competitive hotel chains, others still heln run the Durbjn
'in Rushville today, and still others are employed in the hotel busjness else-
where. James Durbin is the current president of l'larriott llotor Hotels, Inc.,
and hjs brother Robert is executive vice presjdent of the Sheraton Corporation.
The family narne appears occasionally, for instance, in a restaurant at an
Indianapol is llarriott inn that 'is named "Durbin Junction. "
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