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DESCRIBE THE PBESENT AND OHIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Now sjtuated in an urban residential area of indianapo'l'is, the Johnson-Dennyoriginally was a farmhouse jn rural Marion County. bonstructed in '1862, th;
now has a "T" shape. The main block has trvo stoiies wjth a low gable roof.
ng1 f ive bays r'vj th the entrance in a projecting vestibule with a gab'le roof .pilasters flank the door and support a simple [edjment. The vestJbule sidesround-arched windows. The other wjndor,rs in thi main facade have double-nungsjx over sjx lights and shutters. Double brackets support the roof. There
end chinneys. The ends of the majn block have plain bbxed cornices and twoground floor with a single windovrin the second story.

I

House
frame structure
The main facade
Simple

have smal I ,
sashes wi th

are two gable
windows on the

this section has an entrance and five windows on the first floor
second floor. The south elevation also has f-ive windows on the
two entrances and a window on the first floor. The west end has
windows, and an enclosed porch below three i.rindows on the second

The rear section is two storjes v;ith a gable roof and a chimney. The north elevation of
and five windows on the

second floor; there are
two entrances, two
siory.

There have been a number of changes to the structure. The main facade original]y had afour by eight foot open porch wiih brackets beneath its roof. rhls or.;ginit ireatment
suggested a stronger Italianate influence. About lB98 the small porch ias removed and alarger porch with four columns was added. The second porch was, in turn, removed in .1920

to.add the present vestibule. An additjon to the west was added between lB73 unJ fSZO-by0ljver Johnson as a home for his son, Franklin. About IBBB this addition was sold and
rsr-roved to another locat'ion. In l9z0 the house, itself, was moved 

.|60 feet and turned.]800. 
This move was made after the farm was diviOeU inio residential lots. After themove' a number of windows in the rear section were added or altered. A woodshed attachedto the rear was also removed. Between l94l and .|957 a number of interior alterations

were nade; the only exterior change was enclosing the back porch added in .1920.

Also included on the property is a one-and-a-ha1f story frame garage. This structure
was constructed as a camiage house workshop in the nineteenth-ceniury.
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Between lB73 and 1876, 0l iver Johnson had a four-room wing attached to the north side of
the house for his son, Frankf in, and Frankl'in's fami'ly. This wing included a sittjng
room, dining room, kjtchen, pantry, hall and one bedroom. In lBSB Franklin purchased
his own farm located south of the present fair grounds. About this tfme, the wing to
the house was rsroved and moved elsewhere.

Franklin Johnson shared in the managsnent of his father's farm, hav'ing a half interest in
the stock and farm equipment and in the operation of the farm, itself. l,Jhile still on his
father's farm, he began breeding pou'ltry, becoming known as a breeder of fjne light Brahma
poultry in later years. He began exhibit'ing poultry at the Indiana State Fair in .|869 

and
was a continuous exhjbitor for the next 50 years. For more than 20 years he won prizes
in Chicago for poultry breeding. Frankl'in Johnson sent thi'ee birds to Barcelona, Spa'in,
for the l{orld's Poultry Exhibition in 1923-24, being one of two breeders selected to
represent the United States.

0l iver Johnson's
father, Frankl in,
wi th his rvif e to
Howard of 0liver'

grandson, Howard Johnsonr grcw up on this grandfather's farm untjl his
bought his own farm in 1888. l.lhen Howard married in 1894, he returned

live and farm his grandfather's property until 1906. Stories told to
s ch'ildhood on his father's farm are related in the book, A Home in the
Howard Johnson in l95l at the request of the Indiana State Historicall.Joods, written by

Society.

The Johnson famjly contributed sign'ificantly to the developirent of the city as it continued
to move northward. The eastern half of the 0l'iver Johnson farm was sold by the family to
the Realty Investment Company in l90l to be platted and developed. Along the div js'ion l'ine
of the east and west halves of the farm, easements for a traction line and a pubf ic
highway were granted. The first easement was granted in .l903 for a traction line to Broad
Ripple and i\oblesville. Another easement was granted in .l905 for a public h'ighway along
the sa,ne d.ivision. Both ran along present-day College Avenue. The traction line and
highrvay opened up that part of the township to both resjdent.ial and cmmercial development.
Along College Avenue, multi-fam"i1y dwe11 ings and businesses lvere establ ished. These busi-
nesses and the transportation facjljties that deve'loped were conveniently located but far
pnnrrnh er.,rev f h:f lhg reS jdentr'al qual ity Of Central AVenUe waS maintained"| | uvruJ

The western half of the farm was retained by the Johnson fami'ly and in .|909 
was platted by

Silas and Frankl jn Johnson, beccxn jng the 0l jver Johnson's l^loods Add jtion. Upon the death
of 0l jver Johnson jn .l907, Frankl'in Johnson 'inher jted his parents' hcxne, jncluding what
becane the southern portion of the 0l'iver Johnson's 'doods Add.ition, lots I to 30.

In .l909, the Buschmann brothers, Charles and George, Durchased lots 4,5,6, and 7, in-
clud jng the house, jn the 0l'iver Johnson's LJoods Addition. The Buschmann family emigrated
€-nm C^--1n,/ +^ Tnrlirn:nn'l-ie in lQE? /^hrn'lac QrrccFmrnn hon:n ec A hnnlzlzoanor adrranninn
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srArEMENroFSlGNlFlcANcE The Johnson-Denn-v House is notable for its architectural features

and its historical associations wjth the Johnson and Denny fam'il ies. The house reta.ins theoriginal Ital janate treatment in the bracketed cornice. itre neo-colon'ial vestjbule is
I un'ique aciditjon that is representatjve of the neo-colonial revival whjch was popularin the .l920's. 

The blending of these trvo domjnant features provides an.*u*pte oi thearchitectural growth of a structure through several succeeding generations of popular styles

The strircture was built in 1862 for 0liver Johnson, who was a member of a pioneer familyinfluential in the development of northern l'larion County. The famj'ly had ior" to Marion
County in 1B?2' one.vear after 0liver was born. The Jo"hnsons were firmers and 0ljver beganto acquire farm land in lB55 in an area knoyrn as "sugar Flats" for the many hard mapletrees in the region. 0liver's famiiy first ljved in a cabin built by the prevjous owners.In l862 Johnson contracted with Joshua L. and l"'loses Kitchell Fatout to construct a new house

The Fatout brothers were successful Jndianapolis contractors who erected many structure-<in the busjness section of Indianapoiis, including the ll. P. I^/asson store. The home,
accord'ing to the specification agreernent, was to include a brjck cellar, kjtchen, pantr-ies,parior, sitting ro-om,_portico, wood shed, pine shaved shingle roof, pine i'ioi"g, tingutters, floors of yeliow popTar and asho white walnut outiide doois'and manteis, all tobe completed "in a substantial and worlcrianlike manner according to p]ans and spec-ificat.ions.,
The cost of the lrguse was $2,375.00. The agreenent for constructioh of the house wassigned February'17, 1862, and the house was to be'conpleted-and ready tor occupancy by0ctober 1, 1902.

0liver Johnson had helped farm his father's hornestead along Fall Creek and this experiencecontributed_great'ly to his later farming successes. !,lith his sons, James, Sjlas andFrankl'in' 0liver.Johnson developed his own farm until it was known throughout the countyas a model for others to emulate. Beginning with the second Indiana State Fajr in 1852,
he was noted for his prizewinning crops and livestock. His farming showed diversity bythe inclusion of grains, fruits, vegetables, and livestock. The slgar maple grove wasvery important each spring w'ith its sugar camp, producing maple syrup anq sugar for sale.By the 1880's, in addition to the farm house, thb properiy ihcludeO i.Jr"iug. f,orse and
workshop,. a map'le syrup boiling house, hen house, smoke hLuse, barn, .ice houie, hog, calf ,boar and horse lots, garden, orchard, and 60 acres of woods and pasture lands.

0liver Johnson became.a'leading citjzen and served as a County Supervisor interested inestablishing good_roads and supported the developnrent of the ioll'road syst*-in MarionCounty. Pamel ia Johnson was a charter member of the Sugar Grove l'lission vrhich beganmeeting'in '1843 with a l"lethodist circujt rider. By lgO6 tne name of their church was
changed to the Mapleton Methodist Episcopal Church. Today this church contjnues as theNorth united Methodist church at Meridian and 3gth streeti.
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Charles and George Buschnrann sold the house to Silas Johnson jn January,-.l.9l.2.--Although
ownea bv Silas J6hnson, the house stood vacant much of the tjme until sold in l919 to
the Burns Rea'lty ComPanY.

George L. Denny purchasecl Lot 6 and the house in 0l'iver Johnson's Woods Addition from the
Burni Realty C6.'in 1920. The house was rnoved from 'its location on Lots 4, 5, 6' and 7 of
the adclit.ion to its present locat'ion, Lot 6 with a nevl address,4456 North Park Avenue.

The move entajled reiocating the house approximately 160 feet east of its original site.
After the house was moved, the Burns Reaity Company remodeled the structure. Burns Realty

Co*puny was a fjim which included two notei Indianlpolis architects, Lee Burns and Edward

Janes. The jr f .irnr designed other Indianapol i s structures includ'ing the Thomas .Taggart
Memorial in Riversicle park, the res'idence of Mrs. l,Jalter C. Marmon, and the Saddle Horse

Barn at the Indiana State Fajr. The extens'ive remodeling of the house by the Burns Reaity

Cornpany including a new front porch, k"itchen cabinetry,.a.central hall for a second floor'
centrai heating,'*oa."n prumuihg, ano the addjtjon of-windows cut in the blank ends of
the front section.

George L. Denny, the owner of the house from 
.|920 to '|94.|, was the son of Caleb Denny' the

only"three-time Mayorin Ind'ianapol is !r!s!ory. . He graduated.from the Indianapol i s Law

schoot and was adm-jtted to the bir in .|902. His fjrst political position yqs al a member

of the Indianapoiir CitV Council from lgll-.|9'|4.. Later, he was.appginted, City-Complloller
in .1947, 

beconring Mayor of Indianapof is the sanr'e year upon the death of Mayor Tynda11"

Denny ran an unsicceisful race as ir Republican cahdidate for congress from the llth con-
gress'iona'l Di strict.

The Denny's sold the house jn l94l to the Joseph L. Hanna fami'ly. Hanna was the
Indianap|lis manag.r of General 0utdoor Advert'ising Co. He was the president of the
Madison-Penn Realty CP.

The house was sold by the Hanna's to Robert inl. Greenleaf in 1958. Mr. Greenleaf is an

educator and auihor on the faculty of the Graduate School of Business of Indiana-Purdue
University, indianapolis. He wroti 6n Introduct'ion to Corporate Fingncial Statements in
I 965.
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The house then passed to its current owners, Felice and Barbara Manfredi in January, 1963'
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Burns, Lee and Frederick Polle-v. Indianapolis: The OldTown and the New.
Indianapol is: Cornel ius Prjnting Co. , l gZ{.

ConmeTolqtive 9l'ograp_h.jgal Record of Prominent and Representatjve f,1en of
Indjanapol js and Vjcjnjty. Chicago: J.

Dunn, {u:o9.P., Memgrjgl gnd Gengg=lggical Records of Representatjve Citizensof Indiana. B. F. Bo',ven, 1912

Hanna, Agnes l'{. "Denny Residence a Pioneer of Eariy settl anent Days",
Indjanapolis 5tar. l{ovember 3, lgzg

Howe, Jane l"loore. "Farmhouse Dating to .l846, 
Nor^r in City, on Scholarship Tour",

The indianapolis Star. Septenrber 18,1957, p. ll. 
:

Johnson, Howard. Autobjographv. ca. 'l969. Collection of Johnson Papers, Indiana iHistorical Society Library.

Floor Plan of Johnson-Dennv House. ca. .|969. In possession of Felice Manfredj.

A Hong jrl the L^lgods: 0liver Johnson's Relljniscences of Early llarjon County.
lna i

Lane,Betty.''JohnSonHofie'''@September26,l97l.
Peat, l'Jilbur D. I4Sligna Houses of the lgth century. Indianapo'ris:

Indiana Hjst

"sturdy 0ld House Bu'ilt in lB63 stjlI 0ccupied", The Indianapolis star.
Spn fonhor 27 I Oq?rrts wer rver :r t
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