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TheCaryLan<lCompanyBulldlnglslocatedlncater,layParknorthof
southoftheClricago,southshore,andSouthBendRailroadEracks'The
story bullding \^/as constructed in 1906'

PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

dovmEovrn GarY and
one-and-a-half

of bartoon frame construction, the structure is a rectangular mass with a cross gable

roof wlth asphalt shlngles. Tlte t,rffafng is about Ewenry feeE ln width and forty feec

lnlength.TltcrclsabasemenE'an<]EheflrecfloorrescsonalowfoundaElon..Aporch
wlCh u roof uuPPorted by four wooclen plllars cxEends acro$s Ehe nraln (south) elev:rElon'

The naln elevatlot'r fcaturcs a"., rr,ry" o,, r:tt" firsr floor and second floor' The maln

enErance is 1. che J-efr bay. rhe 'stdes have Ehree windows on Ehe ground floor and a wlndow

ln the gable end on rhe setond froor. The north elevacl-on has two bays over two bays'

rhere ls a rear errrrance in Ehe ii;;i s;;;; iioot utv' . A11 of tfre dools 1nd glndows have

been. board3d ul. r, ;

Originiilly; cherc lras an oucside stblr Eo a door'in rhe sbcoird bCory bn Ehe west side'

W6en tSc strucuurc wab'convcrgecl-;;; in"fJ"n""'1* 1909, Ehe stali was removed and rhe

doorwasconvcrc'edtoawlndow.ThtsappearsEobegheonlymajoralEeratlonlnthe
exr.erlor of the bulldlng. IE has not ylt been posslble Co determlne whaC incerlor alEer-

arlons were made ln 1909'

The Gary Land company Building was one of.the flrsE sErucEures erected on the sand

dunes along Li.rke I"flchlgan. The origlnal slte ls lo"otud souch of che souEh shore Rallroad

and wesE of llroadway. In 1909 Ehe sErucCure was moved Co allow for construction of a

rallway sEation. Tire bullding was located ln a resldenClal area four blocks south and

rwo blocks wesE of the original site. In 1956, durlng the .ftfcy year celebration of the

cicy of Gary, rhe bu*d,-ng was *IJ.Jla.-ia'"tpr""unt tJcarion which is souEh of rhe rallroad

and three blocks easr of ctu otiginal site' This lasE move was undertaken by the Gary

Hisrot'ical SocieCy sb' the buildiig could be preserved and used as a museuiu''-The Chird

location is cloer to Che flrsc slle than was the second slte', The open park area is also

more llke tlre orlginal settlng Ehan che resldentlal nelghborhood'
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STATEMENT OF SIGNI FICANCE

The Gary Land Company Bullding is one of the most important structures in the hisCory
of Gary. No other building is more directly associated rrith the City's origins.

In 1906, Judge Elbert I{. Gary, Chairoan of the Bcard of Directors of United Scates
Steel, chose a location in llorEhwest Indiana as the siEe cf that. corporaEionts aain steei
planE. In addicipn to the steel. planL, United StaEes.Stge! also, plaenedr to build a. coil-
uuniEy to house its workers. In the, early spfing of that yeal, a. r';anguard, of coapany
personnel and workers arrlved to begin transforming the land of sand dunes and scrub oaks
into a modern sgrnmunigy and steel producing center. That center was to be named Gary,
Indiana, in honor of Judge Gary, the m:n who first envisioned its creaEion.
:
' Th" Gary Land Company was formed by UniEed Stat.es Steel as a real estate and city
planning and engineering subsidiary to oversee developuent of the ne\t community. The new

lubsidiary was entrusted with guiding the growt.h of Gary, Indiana, and supervising the
eonstruction of homesr. streets' and sanitary facilities-

.- In Apri1, 1906, the company built the firsl.pernanenL.structure- -- a one-and-a-half
story frame building to house its offices. The company occupied the second floor while the
lower level was used as the Ci-tyf s f irst post office. The.firs-t Post:naster was Thcuas E.
Knogts, who became Ehe first tovrn board president and later Ehe first mayor. Garyts first
telephone was installed in the company offices.

On July L4, L906, Ehe Land Company Building was the site of an election to voLe on in-
corporation as a cown. Two weeks later, on July 28, the building was the site of the firsc
town elections. When the new Town Board first met, the Land Office became the firsE Town

Hall and served as such until October 12, 1907, when the town officials moved to other
quarters. The firsc high school classes were held in the rear of the Land Conpany
Office rooms.

By 1909 Ehe construction of other buildings and the need for a railroad station ar
the Land Company Building site caused the conpany to sell the sEructure to Samuel WiEwer,
who ruoved it to 537 Jefferson Street. From 1909 to 1956 the building served as a private
residence and later as a rooming house. In 1956 it was acquired by the Gary Historical
Society and moved to its presenE locacion. Froa 1956 to 1966 it housed the SocieEy's
rnuseum. Since 1966 it has been vacant.

Although the Gary Land Conpany Building has been moved a number of times, historically
it is isportant to the City of Gary. Iu terms of its setting and physical location, the
structure is now placed in an environment that is as close to the original setting as would
be posstble to find in downEown Gary. In addition to all of the Cityfs "flrst eventsrl
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Interview with Mr. Walter Pickart, Sr., Gary pioneer and former president of the
Gary Historical Society.


