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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHIGINAL (IF KNOWN)PHYSICAL APPE;;;NCE

The corydon Battlefield site is a-fjve acre park located on the east side of Indianastate Road 'l35 just south of the,Tcvrn or coryJon. The batilefield park is a heavilytvooded area covered vrith har'dlroo.i trees, so*L of which date i.or .l963. 
The park islocated in the middle of a wooded ridge whicr, run, from the old New Amsterdam Roadon the west, across rlq Mauckport pik6 (it.i. Road 135), 

-i; 
iuionia Road on the easr.To the south of ll9 ridge.are open fields in a flat teiiain.--n feur hundred yarcis tothe north is a hiil beyond which ries the rown of corydon.

Although the park area looks'much as it did in .l863, a few alter a tions have been made.A gravel drive leads a short distance to a parking 1ot on the property from state Road]35, and a marker has been ptaceo on the.uri iiae of state Road 
.l35. In the late.i930's 

a log cabin was reconstructed on the property. The cabin was original'ly located500 feet to the northwest and is gi rjlkno"n Sriiin.' The struiture js a hewn 1og cabincontaining one room and a loft. Shuttered wind6ws flank a ceni.at door and theie.is asmall window in the south gable end. The roof has wood shingl'es. The s.ite and cabinhave not changed since the-pictuier t e."-takln in r976.
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srAr€MENroFSlGNlFlcANcr The Battle-of Corydon Site is significant in that it commemorar€the oniy civil l.Jar Batile to take place in Ind.iana. In an atter.rpt to take the war to th€North for a number of mi"litary and diplomatic reasons, the South launched sev*rut carnpa.igin lE63; General John Morgan's rajd in Southern Indjana was one of these efforts.
Morgan's Raid started on July 8, .l863, 

when hjs Confederate Raiders crossed the 0hio Rivein the steamer, Alice Dean' Morgan's force of ?400 men advanced north on the MauckportPike (state Road-]3il tward corldon. After traveling some fourteen mileso the raidersfjrst met armed resistance iust iouth of Corydon aboui noon on July 9. Hearing of theinvasjon, the local militia, known as the "lndjana Leg jon,,, oi tn.-,,Home Guard,,, qu-icklythrew-up breastworks along a wooded ridge which ran across the Mauckport pike. This"Battle Line Ridge" extenis from the ttew Amsterdam Road on the west to the Laconia Roadon the east. Although the local force of 400 was vast'ly outnumbered oy Morgan;s force,they prevented the raiders from break'ing throrgf.r tl''.ir -battle 
I ine dur.ing-tilo attacks.The Confederates reconnoitered and decided to iwait reinforcsnents. Bef6re long, theRebels.brought several small cannon to bear on the mjlitia and had enougtr men to flankthe ends of the "Battle Line Ridge" near the Nerv Amsterdam and Laconja Roads. This tjmethe Rebels broke through the batlle line and made hostages of 345 of the militia. Thehostages were soon released, and Morganis ren advanced ifrei".innon to the rjm of a smallhill overlooking the town of Corydonl After a few minutes or ineping, the town raiseda surrender f1ag. The confederates proceeded into the town where the!-fjrst iearneo ofLee's retreat fiom Gettysburg- cotyion was cne of the few Nor"trrern towns to be capturedby the southern forces iurin! the civil i,Jar. After securing fresh mounts the raidersresumed thejr canpaign.

some contemporaries claimed that Morgan's Rajd fajled because the unanticipated delay atCorydon allowed Union forces under General Hobson to get closer to Morgan, who cut hiscampaign short to avoid-capture. More importinity, t[e resiiiun.. at corydon d.ispelledthe notion that the Confederate syripathies wouto inauce sortire"n Indiana residents towelcome an invasion by the south. in fact, the varjous political groups jn the Statestopped their bjckering, and 65,000 volunteers assembled in Indianapof is in 48 hours.Thus' while the military impact of the Battre of corydon, itserf, was smail, there wereimportant consequences ior the war effort .i n Ind jana. ' vruJ Jr"q I | ' Lrrt

From 1900 to 1975 the Corydon Battle.Site was part of a farrn owned by the l-.lays fam.i1y.Fortunateiy, the,Hays famiiy were avid conservationjsts and piefervec the battlefjeld.In the late .l930's, Mr. and Mrs. C._Blaine Hays, Sr., had reconstructed on the property
1 ole-loom 1og cabin.vrhjch previously stood a[out 500 feet to the northwest where the 0ldcap'ito1 united Methodist church novr itands. In December, 1g75, the three chirdren of c.Blaine Hays, J..:, (Ba.rbara Hays Hamilton, James H. Hqys, and Mirgaret C. Hays), donatedthe property to the Harrison lounty park-and Recreation'gouro.
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A part of -- The t{ortheast quarter of the llortheast quarter of Section I, Townsh'ip
4 South, Range 3 east,'in Harrjson Township, Harrjson County, Indiana, more particular]y
described as follows: Commencing at a stone found marking the Northeast corner of
Sectfon l, thence I'lest with the Section line, basis of bearings this description
23?.47 feet to a #5 reinforcing bar, this beinq the pojnt of begjnning, thence
continuing West 389.55 feet to the center of old_State Road 

.I35, 
thence with said

road south 60 -47'-29" llest 224.99 feet, 50uth ?o -37'-20" f,Jest 2.l9.83 feet, thence
leaving sajd road and passing through a utility pole North 79o-26'-17" East 80.57 feet
to a 24-inch diameter tree, thence South 55u-43'40" East 4.l9.9? feet to a #5 reinforcing
bar, thence North 664.71 feet to the point of beginning containing 5.000 Acres, more
or I ess.
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