
I

Form No. lO-3OO REV. (9./77)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE,INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY .- NOMINATION FORM

H NFS USE ONLY

n€cEtvEQ 'i

";;*u;i'iii
SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS

HISTORIC

TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

Germany Bridge
AND/OR COMMON

p[rocarroN
srREEr&NUMBER Bridge across Tippecanoe River

on County Road 375W
-NOT 

FOR PUBLICATION
CITY, TOWN

R.4, Rochester -X vrcrr.rrrv op

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

5th

CTASSIFICATION

STATE

CATEGORY

-DISTRICT
TBUtLDtNG(S)" srnuctuRe

-SITE
-OBJECT

v oWNERSHIP
1-rueLrc
_PBIVATE

_8OTH

CODE

STATUS
_OCCUPIED

UNOCCUPIED

-WORK 
IN PROGRESS

PUBLIC ACOUISITION AGCESSIBLE

PRESENT USE

-AG 
R ICU LTU RE 

-M 
U SEUM

_COMMERCIAL _PARK
_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIOENCE

_ENTERTAINMENT 
-RELIGIOUS_GOVERNMENT 
-SCIENTIFICV

-rNDUsrRtAL ^tRlNsronlatron
_MILITARY _OTHER

-IN 
PROCESS

-BEING 
CONSIDERED

o-YES: RESTRICTED

^ Y€s, uNnEsrnrcrED

_NO

@owwER oF PRoPERTY .

NAME

Ful ton County Commissioners
STREET & NUMBER

Fulton County Courthouse
CITY, TOWN

Rochester _ vtctNtTY OF

STATE

Indiana 46975

ffirocarroN oF LEGAL DEscRrPTroN
COU RTHOUSE,

REG|srRYoFDEEDqErc. Fulton county Courthouse Recorder's 0ffice
STREET & NUMBER

Fulton County Courthouse
CITY, TOWN STATE

Indiana 46975Rochester

rirLE
None

DATE

-FEOERAL --.STATE *COUNTY _LOCAL
DEPOSITORY FOR

SURVEY RECORDS



i

fiuEscRrPTIoN
CONDITION

-EXCELL€NT

-GOODX ,o,*

-DETERIORAT€D
_FUINS
_UNEXPOSED

CHECK ONE

-UNALTEREDX-cLrsned

CHECK ONE

X o*c,*o. a,r.

-MOVED 
DATE

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Germany Bridge is an iron truss span which carries Fulton County Road 375 West overthe Tippecanoe River. Constructed in .l879, 
the wrought iron stlucture is a one lane

bridge resting_gn abutments of cut stone blocks. The single span is a Double Inter-
sect'ion Pratt Through Truss (also known as a Whipple Trusi). hach of the paral'le1
diagonals extend across two side panels; there arl seven regular panels and inclined
end posts at each portal.

Above the north porta'l are two plaques which give the construction date,.;879, and the
Fulton County Commissioners, l'Jilliam McMahan, G. W. Carter, and M. Sturgeon. The
plaques above the south portal are inscribed with the date of construction and thebuilder, the Wrought lron Bridge Company, Canton,Ohjo.

Tlq.O1idge is largely unaltered except for routine maintenance and repairs. The major
additions have been two metal guard rails along the side panels'and aiphalt to the
bridge deck which was probably wood original'ly.
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STATEM ENT OF SIGNI FICANCE

The Germany Bridge is s'ignificant as the oldest surviving iron truss bridge in Fulton
County and as one of the oldest in Indiana. The iron truss evolved from the truss
methods used jn the covered bridges of the nineteenth century. The Germany Bridge
was constructed early in the golden era of the iron and steel truss bridges which
stretched from the late nineteenth to the early twentieth centuries. The design
is a Double Intersectjon Pratt, sometimes ca:lled a l,rlhipple Truss from the name of
its inventor, Squire Whipple, who developed it in .|847. While Pratt Trusses are
still fa'ir1y common in Indiana, Double Intersection Pratts are more unusual.

The Germany Bridge was constructed in 1879 by the l,,lrought Iron Bridge Company of
Canton,Ohio, a large bridge building firm. The bridge was ev'idently patented by
the 0hio firm jn 1876. The structure was named for the small village of Germany
located south of the river. During World War I, the communjty changed its name
to Pershjng to demonstrate its loya'lty.

In l90l the County Commissioners condemned the structure and purchased Bedford limestone
for the foundations of a new bridge. 'However, the Commissjoners gave up their p'lan
for a new structure when a nearby farmer, Eugene Nafe, drove his steam threshing rig
over the span, thus proving its stability. Fortunate'ly for the Commissioners, Nafe
purchased the Bedford stone and used it to construct a house.

The present County Commissioners are considering replacing the bridge in the next
several years. A group of local residents have started a "Save Our Bridge" or
"S.0.B. " campaign.
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