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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Liberty Baptist Church, located at the eastern corner of the intersection of 7th
and Oak Streets, was built in 1886 on the site of an earlier church which had
been demolished by a cyclone. The present red brick church was constructed much
in the same style and dimension as the earlier Gothic revival structure. The
building is three bays wide, seven bays deep, and one story tall. Symmetrically
arranged, the main (north) facade is dominated by a projecting center bay tower.
The primary entrance to the church is located in this bay; the current extruded
aluminum entrance jso of course, a contemporary addition.

Two side entrances into the clu.lich are celtered in the end b6ys of the main
facade. These entrances are flanked by lancet wjndows and are surmounted by larger
windows of the same profi'le. Lancet windows mark the bays on the long elevations
of the bui'lding, framed by buttress forms. The wall surfaces are further ornamentec
with limestone details, such as engaged pinac'leso moldings, and cap stones (most
of whjch have been painted)n and ornamental brick work, such as a molded water
table, panels of mouse-tooth and diapering, and corbel'ling.

The interior of the church proper has been altered in that the depth of the
sanctuary has been shortened orle bay and contemporary panellina and wall
finished have been introduced within the last twenty years. The stained glass
windows, however, appear to be original to the building. A jjmestone faced
addition was added in 1965; this addition houses church offices and Sunday
School rooms ,- as wbl I as meetfiig and di ni ng f aci'l i ti es.
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Liberty Baptist Church is an-important'symbol of the Evansv'i'lle black " '
community which developed after the Civil War. During the unsetiled
times in the south at the end of the civil war, many iormer slaves
traveled North to find a better life and a guarantee of their new
freedom. In Indiana Evansville was the focal point for th'is black
migi"ation, and hundreds of blacks crossed the 0hio River in .lg65.

Evansville's Negro popuiation jumped from ninety-five in .l860 
to

almost two thousand in 1870. In the last halt bt ilre nineteenth
century, Evansville had a larggr percentage of blacks than any other
Indiana c'ity.

The Liberty Baptist congregation was organized on June 
.|3, 

l865o in alittle brjck building on chestnut and canal streets. Although the
Deacons and other members were blacks, colonel woods, a white devoted
to the welfare of former slaves, was the first pastor. Under his
leadership the members bought trvo lots at Sevenlh and Oak Streets and
erected a frame church measuring forty by fifty feet.

After a short tjme, Elder Green McFarland replaced woods as pastor
and served the membershjp until he died in l88l. During this time
the congregation grew rapidly due in part to the great unflux of
black immigrants. To accommodate 'larger numbers, the members
constructed a brick church in 1880 at a cost of $t0,000. Unfortunately
this structure was. destroyed by a cyclone on June 9, lg86. viewing
the disaster as a "test of zeal and devotion to God's work," the
trustees started a rebuilding effort immediate'ly. With the help of sub-
scriptions and outside sounces, the congregatioir built the present Gothic
Revival structure at a cost of $.|9,000.- The first service was hetd in
December,.|886.
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f]lSttv Baptist is the oldest extant black congregation in Evansville.Although blacks settled wherever they could riio housing in the city inthe first months after the Civil War, ifrey-roon gathered in the areaaround Liberty Baptist; this section of tire-iily-became t nown is ,,Baptist
Town". The church provided readership in irre-"LHgrorr, foliui, and po_litical "'life of-the city's black commiiniiy."-A'numoer of other churcheb -

ltugloPeq. as splinters from the.parent organ'ization , notiutv McFarlandBaptist Church. Liberty Baptist continuei to i.ru. the locai communitythrough day care.programs for children, r..ruuiional ..tiriii.i to1^ youth,and assistance with iow to moderate iniome housing.

The structure is representative of the manner in which archjtecture wasused in the nineteenth century. Gothi. i.jirr.s such u, poinieo arcrresand buttresses were used to iientify the iirr.iur. as a church. Thecentral projecting square towe'r strbngly oerines the entrance. Otherelements display a variety of uses of-biicr coursing, ru.r, ii diapering,mouse-toothing'uld corbeling. This decorative approach is more in linew'ith the Neo-Jacobean style irom the end oi il,. Medievar period. Inpart the overall simplicity of the steeply roofed mass wiilr t[e projectingcentral square tower makes-reference to sixteenth ..nir.y-ingiirn parishchurches' This allusion is reaffirmed ov frr.-".-entrant corier buttressingand stepped setbacks of the tower beneatir ita intersection with the eaves.The allusion is interrupted by the 
".iui;onrrrtp'or the height of the gab.leto this part of the towen. -

The alteration of^traditional proportions and the combjnatjon of Gothicand Neo-Jacobean features demonstrates that while njneteenth centuryarchitects sometimes looked to the.past ror inspi"uti'onl-ilruv-iio notseek to construct repricas of earribr structr;;;. The ecr..ti. approachas viewed in the,Liberty Baptist Church aemonsirates how builders of thelast century used old eiements to create new combinations and uses ofstyl es
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