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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Accordjng to its archjtect, George Garnsey, the Kosciusko County Jail was constructed
in the Castellated Gothic style with.the stone work in a style known as Rock Glace.
The building's appearance is that of a small castle, with a tumet in both of the
front corners , fenestration with pointed arches, and crenelat'ions across the
front elevation parapet.

Constructed in 1870, the jail is a two story structure on an elevated basement with
an imposing ffight of steps leading to the center entrance. Two windows flack the
stajrs on the hasement level; these and all other wjndows have double-hung sashes
with one-over-one lights. The first story has three bays w'ith a large door in the
center bay. The second story has four windows. The sides of the main building have
three bays on each level. The lower windows and entrance on the north side have been
covered by a one story garage.

The garage w'ing which was added in .|937 
and is thSnly major alteration of the

exterior appearance. The wing has stonework which matches the orig'ina'l buijding,
except that the stone is grayer in color. In 1964 the old garage was converted to
office space.

After the turn of the century, modern plumbing, heating, and electricity were
insta'lled. The second story served as the sheriff's residence until 1974.
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STATEM ENT OF SI GNI FICANCE

The Kosciusko County Jail's significance lies in jts architecture and role as a
governmental structure.

The county's first jajl was a two story 1og structure with 14 inch square logs. En-
trance to the lower level was through a trap door in the second story floor. This
first jail was erected in .|837 

on the corner of the courthouse square. The secondjail was a brick building which was also located on the courthouse square. By 1869
this second structure was literally falling apart.

The county
structure.
local pride
pushed out
would be a

commissioners hired George Garnsey, a Chicago architect, to design a new
A major reason for the selection of a "fancy" Chicago architect was that
had been hurt by frequent jailbreaks which resulted when prisoners just

the bricks and walked away. Citizens were determjned that the new jail
showplace ins'ide and out and above all escape proof.

Garnsey's "Castellated Gothic" design represents what the late 1800's American
thought a jail should look ljke. The large, rough stone blocks suggest a massive
feeling of strength and permanence. Narrow windows and second story main entrance
imply'the restrictive functjon of the structure. The specifications called for
large stone blocks jaced r,rith iron dowel rods so that the stones coujd never be
pushed out in an escape attempt. The jajl was completed in lB70 on a lot one block
east of the courthouse square. The total cost was $48,000, and the builder was
Rjchard Epperson. The care in constructing an excellent building in .|870 

was
probably an effort to erase the memory of the previous jailhouse

The large airy rooms for the second story sheriff's resjdence reflected that officia'l's
importance in the county government and the system of securing a live-in warden for thejail. 0ther than the sheriffs; the most notable residents of the structure were
several Culver bank robbers who were defended in Warsaw by Clarence Darrow and later
made an escape elsewhere with John Dillinger.

The Kosciusko County Jail has been a symbol of county government'in Warsaw since
1870.. It has been a point of interest for school tours, and an open house in .1970

drew over 2,000 county residents. The county cornmissioners have recently expressed
interest in a new jail, and there is hope that the old building can be turned over
to the County historical society for use as a headquarters.
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