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Since its construction in the l880's, the I.0.0.F. Hall has been cons"idered
one of Hagerstown's finest bui'ldings.

Bujlt between lBB0 and .l883, the Hall is an Italianate commercia-l structure sjtuatedon the northwest corner of Ma'in and Perry Streets. It js a rectangular block with alow hipped-roof and s'ix chimneys. The tirree story load-bearing brick walls are 53 feethigh' 41 feet long on the Main Street side, and 9b feet on the perry Street s.ide. Thefirst floor front is cast jron with stores flankjng a centril-entry. square columnssupport a shallow entablature.

The archjtectural details give the bujlding its Italianate flavor. The second andthird story windows on the Main and Perry 6levations are dressed with limestone sillsand decorated arch'itrave molding over round-arched panes. There are five bays on theMajn Street side and seven bays on Perry Street. Quoins at the front.orn.rl, a stringcourse between the front second and third floors, and brackets and purlins under thecornice add to the bujlding's detail. A decorated hood at the center of the front roofI,ine corresponds to a hood over the center entry. The upper nooa is inscribed rvith"I.0.0.F. Hall" over the date ',lBB0"

When it was fjnished, the structure had stores on the ground floor and an opera haliand the Odd Feljows meeting hall on the second and thiiO ttoors. The thjrd floor meet-^ing hail boasted an organ ind 267 square yards of carpeting.

Few alterations have been made to the structure. In lB98, gds lighting replacedkerosene lamps; electrjc fighting was first used in .l908.- 
A tire escape wasadded to the Perry Street side sometjme around the turn of the century. In .19.13, 

Charle:
Newcomb, a local artjst, painted murals,on the plaster walls of the opera hall. Many ofthe original jnterjor furnishings and fjxtures were auctioned off by tf,e OOO Fellows jn1973.. After purchasing the uuiTotng in 1974, Hjstorjc Hagerstown, Inc., removed severalexterior neon signs that had been added during the last fifty years.
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The I.0.0.F. Hall has been an important landmark'in Hagerstown for almost one hundredyears. It is significant forits architecture and role jn the community's socjal life.
From the time that Hagerstown was platted in lB32 untjl construct'ion began on the Odd
Fellows Hall in lBB0, the lot at Main and perry Streets remained undeveioped. Duringthis period the land changed hands numerous times.

The Heneosis Adelphon Lodge, No. 25 of the I.0.0.F., was chartered .in .I846. After meet.ing'in houses and other lodge hal I s, the Odd Fel lows contracted l,rli I l'iam M. lalal tz to construct
a meet_ilg hall. Waltz tryas the son of an early settler in the township. He operated a
saw mill 'in the Hagerstown area and acquired his building knowledge largeiy t'hrougn ex-perience. l,jith his son Frank, he constructed a number oi houses,'churcies", storei, and
other structures. The Hagerstown I.0.0.F. Hall was to be their most notable achjevement.
They used native timber and bricks fired on the location and jn lB83 presented the gdd
Fellows a bill for $9,037 for the completed structure

The buiiding is an example of an Italianate commercial structure. hlhjle jt r,las consr'deredjn the late nineteenth century to be one of Hagerstown's finest bujldinqs, jt js now
valued as a survivinE example of italjanate arihjtecture. -l-he bracketsl cast iron front,
low roof, decoratjons, and archjtrave molding over the arched wjndows ai" representativeof the Italianate commercial sty1e. Althoug[ this style was popular in the Mjdwest in
the late lB00's, the Odd Fellows Hall is unusual in that it has survived with few altera-tions. Few store fronts have remained as untouched as in thjs structure; windows have nothoon rrl-ororl' '^d the decorative moldings are still in p1ace. The lBB3 carpet in ther ee, uv t utl

third floor meetjng room is in remarkable conditjon for its age. The fact the gdd Fellov,rs
owned the structure until Historic Hagerstown acqu'ired it in l9Z4 accounts for jts re-
1 ati vely unal tered condj ti on.

A source of local pride are the murals on the second floor walls. Charles Lucien Newcombpainted the murals on the piaster walls in .l9.l3. Ljke Waltz, he was the son of pioneer
residents and was self-taught. His mother operated the Newcomb House, one of Hagerstown'shotels during the nineteenth century. Charles l,lewcomb worked'in the iamily hotei opera-tion and painted as a s'ide interest. l{atural talent and travel experiencei seem to have
been the basis for his.painting because he had no formal train'ing. He supplied murals for
some pubi'ic build'ings in nearby Rjchmond, and although a number 6f Hagerstown residents
commissloned hjm to work on thejr houses, few examples remain. For the Odd Fellows Hall,
Newcomb used wallpaper imported from Europe as a guide, enlarging the figures to lifesize as he workeo.

The Hagerstown I.0.0.F. Hall is representative of the prom'inent role of lodges in thecivic' cultural , and social Iife of the late nineteenth century. such oroan izattonq r^ray^a
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major d.iversions for residents of M'idwestern towns and farms. The I.0.0.F' was consi-

dered one of Hagerstown's elite social groups, and'it provided beneficjal servjces jn

an age before governments attempted to !uarantee basic services and opportunities
for al I ci t"izens '

The opera ha11 on the second floor was important as a community meeting center' From the

lB00's well .into the twentieth century it hosted school commencements, church services,

musicales, political rallies, dances, and other social gatherings' For a while the hall

even served as a roller skating rjnk. Hjstorjc Hagerstown's 1974 purchase of the

building has urrr..d that it witl continue to serve the community' now as a museum'

The Hagerstovrn I.0.0.F. Ha'll is an 'important I jnk to the n jneteenth century. The Ital -
.ianate architecture and historical associations of the structure are reminders of a

vanjsh'ing architectural sty'le and social ljfe'
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