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DESCRIBE THE PRESEN'T AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The John Stewart Settlement House is located in a mixed residential and commercial
neighborhood not far from downtown Gary, Indiana. Constructed in tgis in-a ityle known asJacobethan Revival or Collegiate Gothic, the structure is two and a half storils in the
shape of a "U".

Although the facade material is largely brick, stucco and wood are on the north and southgable ends and on the third level oi the north'leg of the "U". Windows occur somewhat'imegularly and have double hung sashes, many smail iigl"rts,-and iuu.i *i;;il sJ*ounos.
The first floor of the main (west) elevation departs from the JacobethErRevival style and
appears more like a series of modern store fronts with large plate glass windows. Therefive entrances across the front. The second story windows"arb Otviled by briiti outtr.sses.i central stone plaque identifies the structure ls the John Stewart Setilement House andg'ives the date of construction. Jryo gab'led dormers with overhangs flank a central gab1e.
Two triangular dormers break the linei of the high gab'le slate roof above the two gible
dormers.

A_gab1e projection covers entrances at the rear of the north side and on the inner legsof the "U". The rear (east) side has three chimneys at various locations and has three
gable dormers with overhangs.

The structure's exterior is largely unchanged except for routine maintenance. A projecting
sign has been added near the center of the first story on the front e'levation. Oh ttre Uac[
side of the south'1.9, two windows and possibly an entrance appear to have been bricked up.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The John Stewart Settlement House
of Gary, Indiana.

has had an important human'itarian role in the development

At the turn of the century, the area that is now Gary, Indiana, was on undjsturbed'landscapof sand dunes and marshes. This wilderness was se1ettea by officials of United States
Steel Corporation as an ideal site for a new steel mill and company town. By 1906 construction workers were laying_the foundation for the first mill, and'blicks made up-one-third o{this initial work. By 1907 the Negro population was large enough to be recognized as a
def i n'i te ethni c group

From the beginning, Gary !tas a cglgfylly planned community with attention given to hou'ses,streets, schools, and pubfic facilities. Unfortunately this careful planning did not in-clude blacks- Negroes were not allowed to purchase reiidences in the area d6veloped by
U.S. Steel, and {hey had to find make-shift housing in an area of poor streets and'inade-quate public service:. Among the churches organized to serve the growing black populat.ion
was Trinity Episcopa'l Methodist Church which was organized in 1916 in a lent. tir igZO
Reverend Frank Delaney was appointed as the pastor of the small congregatjon and under his
leadership John Stewart Settlement House became a center of servi.*"uni rupport to the
expanding biack population. A board of directors organized to help the cfrli^ch in itssocial services program. Buildings were rented at t62l Massachusetts Street and given the
name of Stewart House to honor John Stewart, a t\egro missionary to the Indians.

Stewart House furnished lodging and meals for jobless men and homeless women and children.
Stewart House rnaintained a free medical clinic and dispensary, information and employment
bureau, a day_nursery, a week day church school, a meeting piace for community clubs-and
committees, playgrounds, and tennis courts.

blhen the service programs expanded, it was determined that better facil'ities were needed.
The U.S. Steel Corporation indicated its support for the project through donations of
$25'000 in cash and land from the Gary Land bompany. The'present structure is'important
as a link to Gary's development and as a product oi t'iegro craftsman since both thearchitect, 'nlilliam t,J. cooke, and contractor, Luther Mo6re, were blacks. Born in 1871,
Cooke was educated at Claflin College Academy in South Carolinao Columb'ia Unjversity, and t
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He slarted his career in Washingiono D.C. wiripingas^supervising ar:chitect for a number of Post Office bui'ldings. Before'moving to Gary ii
l9?0'^he was.a professor at t^lilberforce University. He desilned a number of Suildingi in
Lake County in addition to the Stewart House. WhLn the Depr5ssion brought difiicult econo-mic times, he left private practice and returned to employrnent with the-federal government.
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Stewart House has been a maior social service and community center for Negroes jn
Gary; it has been an entry point into the community, l"relpi;g-i; stabiljze new res.idents.
Itul:.and.lodg!ng continued to be a major funcijon. uorb t6an 65,000 peopte viiit.o 1,.facility in 1928. In the 1930's class6s in nutrition were iii.i.i. ih.b..ni'y"u", uchild care center under the direction of Gary Neighuor ierui;;; has been started.
John Stewart Settiement House was born in the need to serve blacks who came to build Garyand work in the steel mills. It is a reminder of the contribution of black craftsmen.In a city which was built entire'ly in the twentieth centu.y,-lr'. structure is importantas one of the oldOr py]toings i! tle community and as a tolat example of the JaiobethanRevival style of architecture; it is one of the few instjtuaio;;t buitJinsi-in-inis style.
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