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Type all entries-complete applicable sections

L Name
hlstorlc St. John's Lutheran Church

andiorcommon 0ld Dutch Church

2. Location
3treer & number 0l d Dutch Church Road f',[lA not lor publlcatlon

clty, town Ellettsvi'lle X vicinlty ol S
Indi ana 0.|8 Monroe code I 05

3, Glassif ication
Cetcgory OwncrrhlP

- 
dlstrlct 

- 
public

X Oultaing(s) X prlvate

- 
structure 

- 
both

Publlc Acquilltion

- 
In process

- 
belng considered

N/A

$tatur

- 
occupled

X unoccupled

- 
work in progress

Accersible

- 
yes: restrlcted

X yes: unrestrlcted
_no

Prerent Ure

- 
agriculture

- 
commercial

- 
educational

- 
enterteinment

- 
government

- 
industrial

- 
military

_ muSeum

- 
park

- 
private regldence

- 
rellgious

- 
sclentiflc

- 
transportatlon

X otner: Vacant
- 

site

- 
obiect

Owner of Pro
Trustees of the New 0l d Dutch Church

street & number 0ld Dutch Church Road

city, toln Ellettsville X vlcinlty ol stare Ind'iana 47 429

5. Location of Legal DescriPtion
courthouae, ot deeds. etc. Monroe County Recorder

atreot & number Courthouse

clty, iown B'loom j ngton srare Indi ana 47401

6.R resentation in Existing SurveYs
Indiana Historic Sites and

Structures Inventory has this property been determined eliglble? 
- 

yes X no

December. I 978 federal X state X countv 
-local



7. Description
Condltion

- 
excellent

- 
good

- 
falr

Check one
L- deterlorated 

- 
unallered

- 
ruins X altered

- 
unexposed

Check one
X originalsite

- 
moved date N/A

Dcrcrlbe lhc prcrent and orlginal lil knownl phyrical eppoelanco

The Old Dutch Church is in a somewhat isolated, rural location about 3 miles north of
Ellettsvjlle. A dry stone fence borders the acre of ground on whjch stands the church,
along with a small cemetery. Nearby, but outside the fence, is a nev'/er church build'ing
(.I956) constructed of concrete block.

The structure today appears as a one story building, with a tin gabled roof. There are
two windows on each of the'long sides, a door jn the west end, and another window
'in the east end. The 1og structure is sheathed in ye1]ow poplar siding, with a plain
fascia board beneath the eaves. It rests on 'limestone piers.

Door and window jambs are fastened to the log ends with diamond-shaped trunne'ls.
W1ndow sash, now removed, most recently were four-over-four doub'lehung.

Accord"ing to physical evidence in the structure, it origilal'ly had two stories, the second
being a mezzanihe at each end. At some point the upper floor was removed, the roof was

loweied, and a fireplace in the center of the south wa'll was removed. At the same t'ime,
the firit story windows were made taller, and the inside walls were sided with poplar.
0ver time, the logs on either side of the mjssing fireplace have sagged, and the northeast
corner has dropped 22" below its original position. Despite these problems, the bui'lding
'is still square, and the dimensjons of parallel walls are wjthin a fract'ion of an inch
of one another.

Jo'ist pockets for the removed second floor are.visible in the east and west end walls.
The second to the top 1og is cut out directly above the existing windows, clear'ly in-
dicating that second stoiy windows once ex'isted. The present top.log 'i.s the original
top logl suggesting that other logs between these two were removed, and the roof was

lowered. fne roof-is supported by independent k'ingpost trusses, w'ith no ridgepole.

It has been determined that the structure can on'ly be preserved by disassembly, and re-
assembly, replacing deteriorated parts. A sens'itive restoration.is planned, -utif izing
originai-methoOs aid tools to form replacement parts. Most of the origina'l fabric is in
good condi ti on and w j I 'l be re-used.



8. Significance
Pcriod

- 
prehlstorlc

_ 140(F1499
_ 1500-1599
_ 1500-1699
_ 1700-1799X raouragg
_ 1900-

., agriculture
/( architecture

- 
art

_ commerce

- 
economics

- 
educatlon

- 
englneering

- 
law

- 
llterature

- 
military

- 
muslc

- 
science

- 
eculpture

- 
soclal/
humanltarlan

- 
thealer

Arear of Signlficance.-Check and iustity below
_ archeology-prehistoric 

- 
community planning 

- 
landscape architecture- rellgion

-archeology-historic -conservatlon

- 
exploration/settlement 

- 
philosophy

- 
communlcations 

- 
industry

- 
Inventlon -politics/government -transportation

- 
olhcr (speclty)

tpecltlc drtcr C. .I836
EuilderrArchltoct Un known

Etetrmrnt of Slgnlflcrncc (lryfFrl
The 0ld Dutch Church is believed to be one of the finest remaining examples of pioneer
religious architecture in existence. Research and documentat'ion indicate that it may
well be the oldest known two-story log church still in its original location and never
used for other purposes. The structure was built by German settlers as St. {ohn's
Lutheran Church.

Physical evidence clearly shows that the 0]d Dutch Church was originally constructed as
a two-story building. Minutes from an'1836 assembly of the Lutheian Syhod of the West
djscuss a two-story church being erected three miles from Mt. Tabor. 

-These 
two facts

add credence to the belief that the 0ld Dutch Church was erected in'1836 as a two-story
structure.

Research has so far revealed on'ly one other two-story 1og church in the nation, the
Muskego Church, moved from Wiscons'in to St. Paul , M'innesotan in .|904. 

The 0ld Dutch
Church is thus the only known two-story 1og church in jts original location. If further
research should reveal that others exist, the 0ld Dutch Church would still be s'ignificant
as one of a rare breed, and probab'ly the only oneln lndiana.

Although the church is present'ly in a deteriorated state, a sensitive restoration is
planned, utilizing original methods and tools to form replacement parts.



9. Maior Babliogra
enmer,

Quarterly, Vo1.
Defenderfer, C. R.,

Kentucky Synod

tory oFTFAll d Dutch Church , " Concord j a Hi stori cal Inst j tute
49, No. 3 (Fall,.l976).
utheranism at the Crossroads of America. Indianapolis: Ind'iana-Lutheranism at the Crossroads ot Amerlca

FeeAquarters, Lutheran Church in America, 
.l948.

1O. GeograPhical Data
Acreage ot nomlnated property Approx ' I acre

Quadrangle n"." GosPort

UMT Referencea

Alt,o I lsl g' tlg'z'ol lqrslqrolgrarol
tl ,l

Quadrangle scale I :24000

Zone Eastlng Northlng

cl r | | r I r Lr r I

el , ll l I ' 'l I ' | ' I r ' I

cl , I I I , | ' ' I I , I ' I r r I

ol r I

rl rl
xl rl

ll'l',1
Eastlng

llrl'rl
llrl,'l

I'l,l"l
Northing

lrlrl''l
lrlrLr 'l
lrl'lr'l

Vcrbal boundary dercrlption and iustification
f*nir1ip l0 North, iange 2 w-est, southwest Quarter of the southwest Quarter Section 27.

See continuation sheet

Llrt tll ttttcs end countier lor propertier overlapping tlate or county boundaries

I L Form PrePared BY

name/title Pat Figg, Volunteer

Friends of 0ld Dutch Church January 21, 1982
organlzatlon

Btreet & number 409 South Wal nut telephone I'12l333-5000

Bl oomj ngton Indiana 47401stateclty or town

12. ffi preservation officer certification
Theevaluatedslgnlllcanceofthispropertywithinthestatels:

- 
national X - state

- 
local

tnn Indi ana State H'i stori c Preservati o i cer

For llFS utc ottU
t h.tlby c.rftty ffi S*r Pr€F.rty h Inclutlcd

, .r).;,,;,



NPS Fom 10.0OOi
(7€1)

United States Department of the lnterior
National Park Seruice

National Register of Historic Places
lnventory-Nomination Form
Continuation sheet St. John ' s Lutheran Church ltem number I 0 Page 1

Begi nn'ing at a stone
ea st 'l 2 rods and I I
and ll feet, thence
Sect'i on 27, Townshi P

about 30 or 40 feet southwest from said house runnjng thence
feet, thence north 12 rods and l'l feet, thence west 12 rods
south 12 rods and ll feet to the place of beginning, all jn
l0 North, Range 2 f.Jest, containing one acre, more or less.
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