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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEABANCE

The Merit-Tandy Farmstead is located on State H'ighway 
.|56 along the 0hio River about

two andone-halfmiles above the Town of Patriot, Indiana. Sjtuated on a slight rfse
above the flat river bottoms, jt affords a wide and unspo'iled view of the Ohio River
Va11ey in both directions.

The well proportioned house was built jn the Federal style, circa 1845. A stone
foundation supports the one story square; each side measures fifty feet. The load-
bearing brick walls whjch are a foot thick are. laid in common bond. The front facade
has five bays which consist of.four windows ana a center door withjn a recessed opening.

OriEinally the windows hai heavy wooderr louvered shutters. The present ovlner has the
shutters in storage- The windows have six lights ovel six ljghts. The center entry
features a heavy walnut door flanked by four paned s'idelights and a seven paned trans-
om. The original blown glass'can still be founC jn some of the window and door liEhts.

Exterior detailing'is simple. The windows have plain stone l'intels and s'ills. A plain
wood frieze and shallow cornjce support a low hipped roof. A balustraded walk ornaments
the roof which has a low brick chimney at either side.

The interior of the house features a l2 foot wide central hallway which extends back to
double doors which originally opened onto an outside areaway. This areaway was enclosed'in the .|970's. 

The woodwork in the ha1'lway has plain deta'ils which correspond to the
exterior cornice and frjeze. Off the central hallway are two large square rooms on either
s'ide. In the front south room there is a brick f ireplace w'ith a walnut mantel . The
recesses on either side of the fjreplace have deep cupboards which extend across the
south wall. The cupboards and mantel were constructed as one piece. Simjlar cupboards
exist along the north wall in the north front room. The interjor walls are ten-jnches
thick, load-bearing brick. Few major alterations have been made to the original hallway
and four rooms. All of the woodwork'is intact ancl in excellent condition. New double
doors have been installed at the end of the central hallway

The maior alterat'ions of the original structure have been carried out by the present
owners within the last five years. They have built the wood addit'ion to the northwest
corner of the house. A breezeway connects the new addition to a milking parlor and
canning kitchen. A brick bay window and chimney have also been added to the southwest
portion of the structure. The original root cellar beneath the house is still intact.

Another structure in the farmstead is a round brick ice house laid'in common bond. This
structure has a fourteen foot diameter and a pitched roof. It was part of the original
Merit Homestead and was probabiy constructed in the 'l840's or lB50's.

The large wooden barn flanked by silos southwest of the house was constructed in the late
njneteenth century. The barn is unusual jn that it is'larger than most jn the region and
has a cupola. The cupo'la is rectangular with four w'indows on the sjdes and two wjndows
on each end. An old wooden silo is still standinq on the south end of the barn.
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The rema'ining structures in the farmstead date from the twentieth century. The well
house southeast of the old barn is a frame structure about eight by twelve feet. It
has vertical wood siding, a metal roof, and two doors on the north sjde. It was probabl
constructed early in this century. A more recent addition'is a concrete silo at the
north end of the old barn. In .|973 a metal barn was constructed between the house and
the old barn.
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The Merit-landy House is a regional interpretation of the Federal sty1e. There are a
number of Federal houses stjll standing in Slvitzerland County. The Merit-Tandy l-Jouse is
unusual.inthatit'hasa,h.ippedroofandon1yonestory

According to t,lilbur Peat in Indiana House-s of the l\jneteenth Century (lnCianapolis:IndianaHjstoricalSociety,housesottrrisregion
ale limp'le rectangular blockso two_stories high, three or five openings across each storyof the front, wjth t_ory-pttched gable roofs. A second popuiar form wai the same oblong
mass witlt q l''ip roof . " Peat further noted, "While the hip-roof design js not unusual*for
two-storied houses, it js seldom found in connection wjth one-floor iottages of the Fed-eral era. One of the few examples in our state is the Merit-Tandy House iear patriot...."
The square shape also contrasts with the usual rectangular pattern of Federal houses.

The round brick ice house and the cupola on the wooden barn are additional uncommon
surviving architectural features.

Since the early white settlement of this region, residents have used.the land for agri-cultural purposes. 0riginal settlers of Posey Township were lawless, half-civilizei
urhites driven from Kentucky by the terrors of the whipping post. In the eariy days, Ken-
tucky state'law prescribed the whippjng post as punishment for even minor vioiations.
These early Indiana residents cult'ivated small patches cf ground and subsi'sted on foodthat they could grow or gather from the woods and r.iver.

The Merit family came into Posey Township in the second wave of immigrants from Kentucky.
James H. Merit, Sr., was born in Ballard County, l(entucky, to Archib;ld and l4ary HamjltonMerit, who were natives of Cherry Hill, Virginia. James H. Merito Sr., married"in lB09
and moved to a hill farm in Switzerland County, Indiana.

Other settlers in the second wave of settlers were 0l'iver Ormsby and patrick Donahoe,
natives of Ireland; in l8l0 these men purchased 2.|00 acres of llnd on the Ohio River
immediately above the Town of Patriot.

In the early 1840's James H. Merit, Jr., purchased 200 acres of lancl jn Mexico Bottom
from Patrick Donahoe. Merit and Huldah, his wife of six years, came to Mexico Bottomto make their home in 1843.
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James H. Merit, Jr., had a brjck house bu'ilt on hjs new farm about .|845. 
According

to tradition, it was constructed by local bricklayers and carpenters. Merjt was a
successful farmer and busjnessman. An lB83 Atlas of Switzerland County indicates that
the Merjt fam'i'ly owned a total of ll92 acres jn Mexico Bottom. Merjt was actjve in
community affairs, helped,establjsh the Palmetto Presbyterjan church in Mexico Bottom ir.l854, 

and was a Sunday School Superintendent for many years. The Merits, their son
Adolphus and two grandch'ildren are burjed jn the old cemetery at Patriot.

In the early lB90's the Merjts were jnvolved in a law suit. Their attorney was Carl
S. Tandy; and he acquired a large block of the farm including the farmstead as payment
of hjs fee. Over the years he gradually acquired all of James Merit, Jr's., origina'l
farm.

After Carl Tandy's death, the farm became the property of Miss Jul'ia Tandy. Upon her
death, her niece, Mrs. Harrjet Tandy Tharp inherited the farm and the old Tandy house
at Market and Un'ion Streets jn Vevay. From the 1920's to the late .I960's 

one family
occupied and farmed the property as tenants. In .l969 Mrs. Tharp solC the farm to
David Green of C'inc'innat'i who sold it to Mr. and Mrs. Charles Tillotson in .l970.

In the 130 years of its existence, the Merjt-Tandy Farmstead has survived as an unusual
example of a local 'interpretatjon of the Federal architectural sty1e.
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al,t,ol lol9,|4,t,ol 14,3[0,413,1,01
NORTHING

clr 16l l6l9,tl5r0r0l l+,slo,+lr,g,o,l
VERBAL BOU NDARY DESCRIPTION

The northeast corner of the historic area"is marked by the intersection of the west right
of-way ljne of State Highway 

.l56 
and a l'ine runnjng five feet north of the Merit-Tandy

House. The boundary cont'inues south along the right-of-way to the intersection of a line
running five feet south of the old well houseo west to the'intersection of a l'ine runn'ing
f,ive feet west of the old barn, north to the inteisectjon of the line running five feet
north of the house, and east to the point of origin at that highway right-of-way 1ine.

LIST ALL STATES AN D COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COU NTY

Bll,6l lol g' tls, g,sl 14,3l0,4lE,t,ol
ZONE EASTING NORTHING

oi t,ol lol g,jl4,r,ol l+,glo,qlr,g,ol

.t

STATE CODE COU NTY

ffironu PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE

Ann Farnsl ev
OBGANIZATION DATE

June I , 1976
STREET & NUMBER

30.| bJest Market Street
TE LEPH ON E

812-4?7 fi1A4
CITY OR TOWN

Vevay Indi ana

lffil srera HrsroRrc rRESERVATToN oFFrcER cERTrFrcATroN
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS

NATIONAL 

-
STATE 

-

LOCAL _

As the designated State Historic Preservation Off icer for the National
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Regrster

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICEB SIG NATURE

Historic Preservation Act of
and certifv that it has been

1966 {Public Law 89-665). I

evaluated according to the

TITLE DATE

I C'E. O F A R C I{ EO LO GY A N D H ISTO N I C PR ES E RVAiTI O N

NP,$:US€ONLY
,.*..***t* 

"**t 
*,t*^*tH s PRoFERTY lS NCLUDED iN THE,i\IATIONAL neCtSrER

DATE


