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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The structure is.a 24 story-detached residence, in p'lan a large block minus its southeastcorner, connected to a smaller two story wing with gal1ery. ArchiteCtu"iiiy,-ifre houseis Italianate- The House is constructei of 6rick b6aring"wa]ls laid in common bond; stonelintels are used over windows. The roof is a low hip foim functuated with four brickchimneys with corbeled caps '..'- -"'r-"-

Main Block: The front facade is symmetrica11y divided into five bays with strict verticalafignmenT-,tF wall .openings throughout the two" stories and attic. Central doorway isc]early Greek Revival, having a iectangular transom broken Uy iwo engaged p.iers and decor-ated with smail brackets; tha Oogf l: ilanked by sidelighls inJ.edged with wide mo]dings.The windows are ta'l'l and narrow (inf'luence of t"fre It;liunui.) 
"i6"aJuntJ-r,ung-rush, 

sixover six panes wi,th-extnemely tht'n muntins. The original .*i.rtor shutters hing at eachwindow. Centered above the doorway on the second tloor-ir-u-pui; ri;iilo*t',-iurJer andnarrower than the others,.opening to the floor;.this pair was intended to giue a..ess to anuncovered ba'lcony formed by the original porch (.Iisting porch dates from [he.JriV-ig00'ijThe loy.hiPPld roof ends in wide eaves supported by paiieb-uiact<ets. small rectangular win.
dows. whjch 9.ligl veptically with other feirbstratioir are centered between eacrr-pair ofbrackets. The bracketed cornice continues on all four sides of main block. South andnorth facades each feature original porches. The south loggia, wittr eniry through twodouble-hung windows opening to floor, is three bays wiae wiifr four square columns symmetri-ca'l1y framing t!9-l*q window openings of the firsi floor of this facade. Columns supportu Yldq.and simplified entablature edging a metal-covered roof. Flat pilasters adjoiir'thewal.l directly behind each column. The north porch is one bay wide wiff i"o-rquare columns
and pilasters identical to those on the south loggia. The north porch protects a sidedgof: opening into the dining room. The originai porch on the frbnt facade was probab'lysimilar in form and detail to these porches.

K'itchen Wing: The north facade continues beyond the main block of the house in a lower
two-story wing covered with a low hipped roof. The wjng containsokitchen on the north side
a1d a two-story gallery on the south side, featuring square columns identical in form to
those on the porches. A two-story brick structure itanas at the southeast corner of
the kitchen wlng, connected only by its two story porch. The dependency uti'lizes low brick
segmental arches over windows and doors. An exterior stair located tn ihe gallery gives
access to second floor rooms. Its hip roof is edged with a shallow eave over a pjain, non-
bracketed cornice.

Other than routine maintenance, the only main alteration to the exterior has been the
removal of the original porch and the construction of the existing porch across the front
facade. 'This change probably took place early in the twentieth century.

Interior: The first floor plan features a wide central hall which b'isects the main block
Tiom-Tront to back, continuing outside as.the gal'lery of tne kitchen wing. There are two
formal rooms on either side of the hall; on the south, double parlors ani on the north, a
sitting"room and dining room. All have fireplaces. The dining room connects to the kitchen
!lng' which contains pantry, kitchen, and a small hallway with three-run stair to the secondfloor. Ceiiing height is 14 feet throughout main block. The parlors and the sitting room
retain_original Greek Revival mant'les; each is identical, having square wood pilasteis, a
p1a'in frieze, and simple mant'le shelf. The fireplage in the kilchdn is much iarger than
others in the house; the kitchen also contains a clever pass-through between pantry and
iirrirrar r ararrn cnnraalarl in a rlinind Frrrrm nrrnhnrp/
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The first floor hallway retains its original poplar floor, laid in g-inch boards. Allinterior trim in formar rooms'is intactl ano tiassicat in'styre; baseboards are about10'inches wide, with molded top edge; doors are ten feet high throughout, having sixpanels; and doors and wjndows are tiimmed with low p.oir"nli]"decorated with sty'lizedacanthus forms of cut wood.

The main stairway r"ises on the north side of the hal1, eighteen steps in a well open tothe second floor ceilinq. Decoration includei ornamental scrollwork brackets, turnedbalusters and newel posi, and flat, thin rranJrail whicrr traveis from newel to top ofsecond floor'landi;1s- At the end of the strajght,la-si.p iiigfit is a tandjnq ii"*ia.as the hall, on.which a door opens to the secoid floor oi the'.xterior ga1'lery; from thelanding the stairs chanr;e direction and.oroi.l. their ascent to the second floor withthree.more steps. The second floor_plan featu..r u central hall whjch gives access tofour bedrooms and,a sitting_room. Three of the bedrooms ioniiin oriqinal Greek Revivalmantles for firep'laces; tail, six-panel doors are topped with glass transoms; woodworkis wide and unfform in the Gieek Rbviva] *unn.r. Thb'west enO"or the hall is closedoff to form a sitting room, containing the pairea floor-to-i.if ing windows r,rhich open tothe front porch roof. A bath is locaieo between the two bedrooms on the north side. Accerto the kitchen wing is available both_through the ga'li..v-uto-tfrrough the bedroom located
9v9f.the dining room. The floor level in wing is ihree it.pi uelow that jn majn block.Ceiling height in front rooms js at least 14 ieet; in kitchbn wing.it is considerably lowerThe second floor of kjtchen winq contains a rruii'(axrd i;.'i"r;.m, perhaps a nurserv; astairhall; and another, larger Sedroom. The iireplace mange .in this room is Federal insty1e, having thin flutes incised across the frieze. A door in the hall and windows ina large bedroom open to the exterior ga11eiy, which offeri both light and ventilation.
A-stairway ascends from a door located between the two south bedrooms on the second floorof the main block to the attic above. The roof it.uppori.o ov trusses made from dimensjor.lumber; no beams were used in construction.

Addition: The first flool of the dependent structure southeast of the main house containsFour roolrrs: a milk house,.ooi.a uy'running-*ui.. in the manner of a spring-house; a storeroom; to the south, a wash house or summer [itchen, with a large fireplace; and behindthis' a smokehouse, containing the smoke-tree and lined with''meta'l .' on irre iecond level ,reached by a stair in.the qa'lleFy or porch, are M jursl. roJrs once used for servantsquarters
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SPECIFIcDATES L859;I872 BU ILDER/ARCH ITECT Alexander M. Hannah
STATEMENT OF SIGNI FICANCE

Alexander M. Hannah, builder of the house, was born in Wayne County, Indiana in 1g21.Trained as a harnessmaker, he left his uuilness in 1850 t"o ieel his fortune in california.Joining the goid rush, Hannah earned.norgll *on.v to become-purt-orner of a barley andvegetable ranch in california for five yeirs. niter;;iii;g";is interests, he returned toIndiana, sett'ling in-Indianapolis and dafing to. the Indiaila central Railroad. Hannah,sfather, Samuel, wds presideni of thair"itfroia, ana owned extensive prooerty in Marioncounty' Alexander Hannah purchased some of-irris rana souilr 
'oi'.tno-iunapolis 

and by 1g57owned 240 acres... His persbnnel accounts show that in N;;;bir, l85g, he purchased a loadof brick from Edinburg, I'ndiana, for the ium oi $sgs.00 for ionstruction of hjs substantialresidence in the following year. The ltaliunitu design of the house with Greek Revivalinfluences, is credited to i{annah; rrowever,-ii-r..rs iitety-l[ut he was influenced by themany.trade publications and archttectunal guiaes wnicrr *..6 poprrar in the 1g50,s. Thesophtlsticati on of 
. 
both design and construclion--which uti'l izli' d.imension 1umber to formtrusses in the attic space--wou'ld suggeri tuir, an outside influence.

Hannah was known throughout his 19ng lifetime as a progressive farmer, and was said tobe knowledgeable of the latest scieitirlc teirrnigygi i;;g;iiuttur.. He raised wheat, corn,oats and hay, as well as livestock, including catt1., i1..p ino 6ogr. c.oiiiii Hannah,sproperty was the indianapolis-Southport roll"Road--ilre fir!t-lort ioad in llu.i6n county--which,!9! part qI tf: very early roia from Indr:anapo'lfs to Madison, on the 0hio River.From 1860 to 1895, the yelr of iris death, Hinnair cbllected totts fiom traveteri using hissection of the gravel-surfaced road

rn IB72 Hannah married,.giv'ing up 51 years of bachelorhood. In this same year he constructeda service building southeast of lrre kitchen wing, housing the-imoke house, wash house, milkcooling room and servants quarters. In r,ii iuf." years, Hannah was a member of the IndianaGeneral Assembly and arso served at various times as postmaster, sheriff, and crerk of thecircuit court. The maior east-west street south of his house-bears the name, ,,Hannah Ave-nue". Because he married late in life, he hal no heirs unJ tii fu"* was subdivided and soldafter his'death in 1895.

In 1899, Roman 0eh'ler purchased the house and twenty-one acres of surrounding property.Oehler was a veteran of the civil lnlar and owned a prosperous.jewellry uusin.ir-inIndi'anapolis. Durtng the 0ehler,occupancy, the porih on ilre fiont bt- ttre house was replacedwt'th a wi?er one of .on.n.i.; ind sevbnat"6ufnuilaingi *r'iir' riirr stand on the properrywere constructed, 
^091'lerrs 

daughter, Romena 0ehler Elaer, and her husband and rimity werethe third ownens of the house,6ccupytng_r'i rniit Lg6z, fn. Erder familv rreirs maintainownenshfp of the house and ft've acrbi. -For 
sevenai years [n.-r,oure was rented; today thehouse stands vacant.
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The house which Hannah built in 1859 is a fine example of an early Italianate structure,reflecti!9 the decline of the Greek influence in favor of the moril pictri.iqr.-Italianatesty1e. The simp'le mass and careful, symmetrical facade of the house are indicators ofpreference for Greek Revival; yet the wide eaves, elaborate bracketed cornjce and tall,narrow w'indow proportions look ahead to the Italianate vogue.

The Hannah House is also notable in that its five-acre site retains the rural flavor wh.ichspeaks to_jts past and the accomplishments of Alexander Hannah, a progressive and hjghl'-successful Marion County farmer, businessman, and public servant. The house js situatednear the center of.9_widen.deep lot which is edged with mature trees; in summer the siteis totally screened-from the traffic of Madison-and Hannah Avenues. It is unusual to f.indsuch a clear reminder of Indiana's rural_heritage when annexation to the City of Indiana-polis and-subsequent commercialization of the aiea has all but removed such evidence ofthe past from the landscape. Hannah House with its wooded lot, barn, and small outbuildingsstands as a reminder of the aqricu]tural h.istory of Marion county.

li1al1y, the house is significant for the high degree of integrity maintained in the buildinfabric. Although.unoccupied for several yeais, iiterior and 6xterior details are intact.interior details include woodwork, originil Greek Reviva.l mantles, stairway, and doors;exterior details.consist.,of origina'l shutters and north and soulh'porif'.i."'fuun tfr.
smokehouse contains the "tree" on which hams were hung. Such details offer J rare tookinto the 19th century 'lifestyle of a successfu'l'Indiaia far"mer. 
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